
 

Review of the Viking Star 

 

At 930 guests, by today’s standards the Viking Star is considered a relatively small ship, but as 

I walked around the it I was impressed with all comfortable sitting areas. Both inside and 

around the outside decks, it’s easy to find a nice place to sit and have a conversation. The décor 

is Viking from top to bottom with teak woods and clean lines. All staterooms have balconies—

and they are large enough to sit comfortably. There is no inside or even window stateroom - 

just balconies and suites. 
 
At 270 square feet, our stateroom felt spacious with lots of storage areas. We had a king-sized 

bedand a nice sofa with a long coffee table and chairs. The desk area was large enough to hold 

all my camera and computer gear with room to spare. A nice feature was that a section of the 

desktop opened into a lighted vanity mirror with room for all Carol’s products stored neatly 

below and out of sight when the desktop is closed. I also loved that on the desktop lamp are five 

USB ports for charging phones and iPods and over by the end tables on each side of the bed are 

additional USB ports as well as 220 volt and 110 volt outlets. The marble bathroom was of a 

nice size with a large shower and lots of water pressure. The sink and counter had plenty of 

storage space including drawers under the counter - something rarely found on ships and 

greatly appreciated. 
 
One of Viking’s principals while developing their first ocean cruise vessels was to bring the 

ease and inclusiveness of the river cruise experience to the ocean vessels. With that in mind, we 

found lots of things included on the Viking Star that are not usually included: 
 

1. Complimentary beer, wine and soft drinks with lunch and dinner 

2. Complimentary specialty coffees and teas served 24 hours 

3. Complimentary Wi-Fi throughout the ship 

4. Complimentary 24-hour room service 

5. Complimentary self-service laundry (even free detergent!) 

6. Complimentary specialty restaurants 

7. Complimentary excursions in every port 

8. Complimentary transfers between airports and the ship 

 
We were in a mid-level state-room, however when we walked in we found a refrigerator 

stocked with soft drinks, candy bars and spirits. It’s all free and is restocked every day. 

Another nice touch was the coffee maker in the stateroom (I’m always in a better mood if I can 

have my coffee first thing in the morning). For dining, we found the food to be very good no 

matter where we chose to eat on board. There is the main restaurant on Deck 2 aptly named 

“The Restaurant” which is open seating - go when and with whom you want. The tables are 

movable, so they can be configured for any number of people you may bring with you. The 

Restaurant is configured in a “U” shape instead of one large room and this makes for a more 

intimate feel and a quieter dining experience. Another unusual feature is all the large, floor to 

ceiling windows that can be slid open in good weather for that al fresco feel. Up on deck 7 is the 

World Café which also features the floor to ceiling windows that open to the outside deck. This 

buffet is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner and while on some ships, the buffet area can tend 

to get crowded, we never experienced this at any time of day. Instead of a long serving line at 

the buffet, the World Café has various stations scattered around the café with different types of 

food - salads, pizza, cold sandwiches made to order, paninis and hot sandwiches, deserts, etc 

There are also two specialty restaurants, Manfredi’s (Italian food) and The Library, the Chef’s 

Table (a wine-pairing dinner). Both are great experiences with their own unique decors and 

flavors. But if we wanted to just hang out and relax for a meal, 24-hour room service with full 

menus was also available. 



 

 
When it comes to entertainment, there is no casino onboard but there are five or six different 

venues with live music each evening. Viking also has a large number of speakers coming on 

board with lectures on everything including history, cultures, politics, music, photography and 

more. Finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the great spa on board the Viking Star. It 

has all the normal offerings you would find on many ships, but the area that really stands out is 

the thermal pool area. Here you can spend some time in the sauna warming up and then move 

into the Snow Grotto and roll in the snow to cool off. Finally, you move into the thermal pool, 

relax, and let the bubbles surround you. 
 
Well, as you can probably tell, Carol and I both enjoyed our time on the Viking Star. So next 

time you talk to one of our Travel Consultants, be sure to ask about the Viking Star. 
 


