
Evening Prayer Rite I 

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ.     Philippians 1:2

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, we have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our 
Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  that we may 
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy 
Name. Amen. 

The Priest alone stands and says 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of 
all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and 
consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

All stand 



Officiant: O God, make speed to save us.
People: O Lord, make haste to help us.
 
Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  Alleluia! 

O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron

O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the world

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed 

12 Salvum me fac 
 
1 Help me, Lord, for there is no godly one left; * 
the faithful have vanished from among us. 
 
2 Everyone speaks falsely with his neighbor; * 
with a smooth tongue they speak from a double heart. 
 
3 Oh, that the Lord would cut off all smooth tongues, * 
and close the lips that utter proud boasts! 
 



4 Those who say, "With our tongue will we prevail; * 
our lips are our own; who is lord over us?" 
 
5 "Because the needy are oppressed, 
and the poor cry out in misery, " 
I will rise up," says the Lord, 
"and give them the help they long for." 
 
6 The words of the Lord are pure words, * 
like silver refined from ore 
and purified seven times in the fire. 
 
7 O Lord, watch over us * 
and save us from this generation for ever. 
 
8 The wicked prowl on every side, * 
and that which is worthless is highly prized by everyone. 
 
 
13 Usquequo, Domine? 
 
1 How long, O Lord? 
will you forget me for ever? * 
how long will you hide your face from me?

2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, 
and grief in my heart, day after day? * 
how long shall my enemy triumph over me? 
 
3 Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; * 
give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 
 
4 Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed over him," * 
and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 



 
5 But I put my trust in your mercy; * 
my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 
 
6 I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; * 
I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High. 
   
25 My soul cleaves to the dust; * 
give me life according to your word. 
 
26 I have confessed my ways, and you answered me; * 
instruct me in your statutes. 
 
27 Make me understand the way of your commandments, * 
that I may meditate on your marvelous works. 
 
28 My soul melts away for sorrow; * 
strengthen me according to your word. 
 
29 Take from me the way of lying; * 
let me find grace through your law. 
 
30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness; * 
I have set your judgments before me. 
 
31 I hold fast to your decrees; * 
O Lord, let me not be put to shame. 
 
32 I will run the way of your commandments, * 
for you have set my heart at liberty. 
 
33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, * 
and I shall keep it to the end. 
 



34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 
I shall keep it with all my heart. 
 
35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 
for that is my desire. 
 
36 Incline my heart to your decrees * 
and not to unjust gain. 
 
37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 
give me life in your ways. 
 
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 
which you make to those who fear you. 
 
39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 
because your judgments are good. 
 
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; * 
in your righteousness preserve my life. 
 
41 Let your loving-kindness come to me, O Lord, * 
and your salvation, according to your promise. 
 
42 Then shall I have a word for those who taunt me, * 
because I trust in your words. 
 
43 Do not take the word of truth out of my mouth, * 
for my hope is in your judgments.

44 I shall continue to keep your law; * 
I shall keep it for ever and ever. 
 
45 I will walk at liberty, * 



because I study your commandments. 
 
46 I will tell of your decrees before kings * 
and will not be ashamed. 
 
47 I delight in your commandments, * 
which I have always loved. 
 
48 I will lift up my hands to your commandments, * 
and I will meditate on your statutes. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
 

A Reading From the First Book of Kings 9:24-10:13
24 But Pharaoh’s daughter went up from the city of David to her own 
house that Solomon had built for her; then he built the Millo.

25 Three times a year Solomon used to offer up burnt-offerings and 
sacrifices of well-being on the altar that he built for the Lord, offering 
incense* before the Lord. So he completed the house.

26 King Solomon built a fleet of ships at Ezion-geber, which is near 
Eloth on the shore of the Red Sea,* in the land of Edom. 27Hiram sent his 
servants with the fleet, sailors who were familiar with the sea, together 
with the servants of Solomon. 28They went to Ophir, and imported from 
there four hundred and twenty talents of gold, which they delivered to 
King Solomon.

10
When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, (fame due to* 
the name of the Lord), she came to test him with hard questions. 2She 
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came to Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with camels bearing spices, 
and very much gold, and precious stones; and when she came to 
Solomon, she told him all that was on her mind. 3Solomon answered all 
her questions; there was nothing hidden from the king that he could not 
explain to her. 4When the queen of Sheba had observed all the wisdom 
of Solomon, the house that he had built, 5the food of his table, the 
seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants, their clothing, 
his valets, and his burnt-offerings that he offered at the house of the 
Lord, there was no more spirit in her.

6 So she said to the king, ‘The report was true that I heard in my own 
land of your accomplishments and of your wisdom, 7but I did not believe 
the reports until I came and my own eyes had seen it. Not even half had 
been told me; your wisdom and prosperity far surpass the report that I 
had heard. 8Happy are your wives!* Happy are these your servants, who 
continually attend you and hear your wisdom! 9Blessed be the Lord your 
God, who has delighted in you and set you on the throne of Israel! 
Because the Lord loved Israel for ever, he has made you king to execute 
justice and righteousness.’ 10Then she gave the king one hundred and 
twenty talents of gold, a great quantity of spices, and precious stones; 
never again did spices come in such quantity as that which the queen of 
Sheba gave to King Solomon.

11 Moreover, the fleet of Hiram, which carried gold from Ophir, brought 
from Ophir a great quantity of almug wood and precious stones. 12From 
the almug wood the king made supports for the house of the Lord, and 
for the king’s house, lyres also and harps for the singers; no such almug 
wood has come or been seen to this day.

13 Meanwhile, King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba every desire 
that she expressed, as well as what he gave her out of Solomon’s royal 
bounty. Then she returned to her own land, with her servants.

The Word of the Lord.
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Thanks be to God. 

Jubilate     Psalm 100

Be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; * 
    serve the Lord with gladness 
    and come before his presence with a song.

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; 
it is he that hath made us and not we ourselves; * 
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving 
and into his courts with praise; * 
    be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name.

For the Lord is gracious; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
    and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

A Reading From James 3:1-12
3
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters,* for 
you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For 
all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in 
speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 
3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide 
their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it 
takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small 
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a 
small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
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How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. 
The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains 
the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature,* and is itself set on fire 
by hell.* 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, 
can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can 
tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless 
the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the 
likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My 
brothers and sisters,* this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth 
from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, 
my brothers and sisters,* yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can 
salt water yield fresh.  


The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Officiant and People together:

The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis 
         Luke 2:29-32

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 
    according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 
    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
    and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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A Reading from the Gospel According to Mark 15:1-11
15
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the 
elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him 
away, and handed him over to Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the 
King of the Jews?’ He answered him, ‘You say so.’ 3Then the chief 
priests accused him of many things. 4Pilate asked him again, ‘Have you 
no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.’ 5But Jesus 
made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.

6 Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for 
whom they asked. 7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the 
rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. 8So the crowd 
came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 
9Then he answered them, ‘Do you want me to release for you the King 
of the Jews?’ 10For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief 
priests had handed him over. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd 
to have him release Barabbas for them instead.

The Word of the Lord. 


Thanks be to God. 

The Apostles' Creed 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 



He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People; And with thy spirit.

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

B 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 



That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to thyChurch and to the whole world, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned 
before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of 
Saint Mark and all thy saints, entrusting one another and all our life to 
Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

The Collect of the Day 

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: 
Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; 
nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good 
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen

A Collect for Peace 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge 
of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom: 
Defend us, thy humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, 
surely trusting in thy defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; 
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for Aid against Perils



Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy 
great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this 
night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

A Collect for Protection 

O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the 
strength of those who labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank thee 
for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly beseech thy merciful 
protection all the night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning 
hours; through him who died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for the Presence of Christ 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day 
is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and 
awaken hope, that we may know thee as thou art revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread.  Grant this for the sake 
of thy love.    Amen

A Prayer for Mission 

O God, who dost manifest in thy servants the signs of thy 
presence:  Send forth upon us the Spirit of love, that in 
companionship with one another thine abounding grace may 
increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen.

A Collect for Guidance 

O heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being: We 
humbly pray thee so to guide and govern us by thy Holy Spirit, that in 
all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget thee, but may 
remember that we are ever walking in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.



For those in the Armed Forces of our Country 
 
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and 
keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at home 
and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly 
grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give 
them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant 
them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Agriculture 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for making the earth fruitful, so 
that it might produce what is needed for life: Bless those who 
work in the fields; give us seasonable weather; and grant that 
we may all share the fruits of the earth, rejoicing in your 
goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Families 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who settest the solitary 
in families: We commend to thy continual care the homes in 
which thy people dwell. Put far from them, we beseech thee, every root 
of bitterness, the desire of vainglory, and the pride 
of life. Fill them with faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, 
patience, godliness. Knit together in constant affection those 
who, in holy wedlock, have been made one flesh. Turn the 
hearts of the parents to the children, and the hearts of the 
children to the parents; and so enkindle fervent charity among 
us all, that we may evermore be kindly affectioned one 
to another; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for the Departed

For those we love but see no longer, let us pray:



Silence

Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor which 
thou bearest unto thy people; and grant that, increasing in 
knowledge and love of thee, they may go from strength to 
strength in the life of perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

In the Evening 

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen, and the 
evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is 
over, and our work is done. Then in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, 
and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 



and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 
make our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through 
thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires 
and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this 
world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 
Corinthians 13:14 


