Evening Prayer Rite I

I will bless the Lord, who giveth me counsel; my heart
teacheth me, night after night. I have set the Lord always
before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not

fall.
Psalm 16:7,8

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and
from the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:2

Confession of Sin

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father,

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our
own hearts, we have offended against thy holy laws,

we have left undone those things which we ought to have
done, and we have done those things which we ought not
to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou
those who are penitent, according to thy promises
declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and
grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the
glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Priest alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and
remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment



of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand

Officiant: O God, make speed to save us.
People: O Lord, make haste to help us.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for
ever. Amen. Alleluia!

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron

O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy
voices,

O Son of God, O Giver of life,

and to be glorified through all the world

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed
49 Audite haec, omnes

1 Hear this, all you peoples;
hearken, all you who dwell in the world, *



you of high degree and low, rich and poor together.

2 My mouth shall speak of wisdom, *
and my heart shall meditate on understanding.

3 I will incline my ear to a proverb *
and set forth my riddle upon the harp.

4 Why should I be afraid in evil days, *
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,

5 The wickedness of those who put their trust in their goods, *
and boast of their great riches?

6 We can never ransom ourselves, *
or deliver to God the price of our life;

7 For the ransom of our life is so great, *
that we should never have enough to pay it,

8 In order to live for ever and ever, *
and never see the grave.

9 For we see that the wise die also;
like the dull and stupid they perish *
and leave their wealth to those who come after them.

10 Their graves shall be their homes for ever,
their dwelling places from generation to generation, *
though they call the lands after their own names.

11 Even though honored, they cannot live for ever; *
they are like the beasts that perish.



12 Such is the way of those who foolishly trust in themselves, *
and the end of those who delight in their own words.

13 Like a flock of sheep they are destined to die;
Death is their shepherd; *
they go down straightway to the grave.

14 Their form shall waste away, *
and the land of the dead shall be their home.

15 But God will ransom my life; *
he will snatch me from the grasp of death.

16 Do not be envious when some become rich, *
or when the grandeur of their house increases;

17 For they will carry nothing away at their death, *
nor will their grandeur follow them.

18 Though they thought highly of themselves while they lived, *
and were praised for their success,

19 They shall join the company of their forebears, *
who will never see the light again.

20 Those who are honored, but have no understanding, *
are like the beasts that perish.

53 Dixit insipiens
(1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." *

All are corrupt and commit abominable acts;
there is none who does any good.



2 God looks down from heaven upon us all, *
to see if there is any who is wise,
if there is one who seeks after God.

3 Every one has proved faithless;
all alike have turned bad; *
there is none who does good; no, not one.

4 Have they no knowledge, those evildoers *
who eat up my people like bread and do not call upon God?

5 See how greatly they tremble,

such trembling as never was; *

for God has scattered the bones of the enemy;

they are put to shame, because God has rejected them.

6 Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion! *
when God restores the fortunes of his people
Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad.).

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.
Amen. Alleluia!

A Reading From the First Book of Kings 17:1-24

17

Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe* in Gilead, said to
Ahab, ‘As the Lord the God of Israel lives, before whom I
stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years,
except by my word.” 2The word of the Lord came to him,
saying, 3'Go from here and turn eastwards, and hide
yourself by the Wadi Cherith, which is east of the Jordan.
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2You shall drink from the wadi, and I have commanded
the ravens to feed you there.’ 5So he went and did
according to the word of the Lord; he went and lived by
the Wadi Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. ¢The ravens
brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread
and meat in the evening; and he drank from the wadi.
’But after a while the wadi dried up, because there was
no rain in the land.

8 Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, ©'Go
now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live
there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.’
1050 he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to
the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks;
he called to her and said, ‘Bring me a little water in a
vessel, so that I may drink.” 11As she was going to bring
it, he called to her and said, ‘Bring me a morsel of bread
in your hand.” 12But she said, ‘As the Lord your God lives,
I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and
a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks,
so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my
son, that we may eat it, and die.’ :3Elijah said to her, ‘Do
not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make
me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards
make something for yourself and your son. “For thus
says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not
be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day
that the Lord sends rain on the earth.” :sShe went and did
as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her
household ate for many days. ¢The jar of meal was not
emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the
word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.



17 After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the
house, became ill; his illness was so severe that there
was no breath left in him. 8She then said to Elijah, ‘What
have you against me, O man of God? You have come to
me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to cause the
death of my son!’ 1°But he said to her, ‘Give me your son.’
He took him from her bosom, carried him up into the
upper chamber where he was lodging, and laid him on his
own bed. 20He cried out to the Lord, 'O Lord my God,
have you brought calamity even upon the widow with
whom I am staying, by killing her son?’ 2:Then he
stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried
out to the Lord, 'O Lord my God, let this child’s life come
into him again.” 22The Lord listened to the voice of Elijah;
the life of the child came into him again, and he revived.
23Elijah took the child, brought him down from the upper
chamber into the house, and gave him to his mother;
then Elijah said, 'See, your son is alive.’ 2450 the woman
said to Elijah, '"Now I know that you are a man of God,
and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

19 The Song of the Redeemed Magna et mirabilia
Revelation 15:3-4

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,

great deeds are they that you have done, *
surpassing human understanding.

Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *

O King of all the ages.



Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,

and sing the praises of your Name? *
for you only are the Holy One.

All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *
because your just and holy works have been revealed.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.
Amen.

A Reading From Philippians 2:1-11

2

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any
consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, zmake my joy complete: be of
the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. 3:Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. “Let each of you look not to your
own interests, but to the interests of others. sLet the
same mind be in you that was* in Christ Jesus,
6 who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God

as something to be exploited,
7 but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
¢ he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death—

even death on a cross.
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o Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

18 A Song to the Lamb Dignus es

Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and kingly power *

are yours by right, O Lord our God,

For you created everything that is, *

and by your will they were created and have their
being;

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *

for with your blood you have redeemed for God,
From every family, language, people, and nation, *
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *

and to Christ the Lamb,

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *
for ever and for evermore.

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
2:1-12



2

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men* from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising,* and have come to pay him homage.’ 3When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; “and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah* was to be born. sThey told him, ‘In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd* my people Israel.” ’

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men* and
learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. ¢Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay
him homage.’ °"When they had heard the king, they set
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they
had seen at its rising,* until it stopped over the place
where the child was. 1°"When they saw that the star had
stopped,* they were overwhelmed with joy. 1:0On entering
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People; And with thy spirit.

Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,



hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from euvil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,
We entreat thee, O Lord.

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and
goodwill,
We entreat thee, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins
and offenses,
We entreat thee, O Lord.

That there may be peace to thyChurch and to the whole
world,
We entreat thee, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and
not be condemned before the great judgment seat
of Christ,

We entreat thee, O Lord.



That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in
the communion of St. Mark and all thy saints,
entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,

We entreat thee, O Lord.

Collect of the Day

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for,
as you always resist the proud who confide in their own
strength, so you never forsake those who make their
boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Peace

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of
concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our
eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom:
Defend us, thy humble servants, in all assaults of
our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy
defense, may not fear the power of any
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Protection

O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the
faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the repose
of the dead: We thank thee for the timely blessings of the
day, and humbly beseech thy merciful protection all the
night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning
hours; through him who died for us and rose again, thy
Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for the Presence of Christ

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the
day is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our



hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know thee as
thou art revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread.
Grant this for the sake of thy love. Amen

A Prayer for Mission

O God, who dost manifest in thy servants the signs of thy
presence: Send forth upon us the Spirit of love, that in
companionship with one another thine abounding grace
may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

For All Sorts and Conditions of Men

O God, the creator and preserver of all mankind, we
humbly beseech thee for all sorts and conditions of men;
that thou wouldest be pleased to make thy ways known
unto them, thy.saving health unto all nations. More
especially we pray for thy holy Church universal; that it
may be so guided and governed by thy good Spirit, that
all who profess and call themselves Christians may be led
into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit,
in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Finally,
we commend to thy fatherly goodness all those who are
in any ways afflicted or distressed, in mind, body, or
estate; especially those for whom our prayers

are desired; that it may please thee to comfort and
relieve them according to their several necessities, giving
them patience under their sufferings, and a happy issue
out of all their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus
Christ's sake. Amen.

For the Mission of the Church

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to
you through your Son Jesus Christ: Inspire our witness to
him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and
the hope of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with



you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

For our Country

Almighty God, Ruler of all the peoples of the earth:
Forgive, we beseech thee, our shortcomings as a nation;
purify our hearts to see and love the truth; give wisdom
to our counselors and steadfastness to our people; and
bring us at last to that fair city of peace whose
foundations are mercy, justice and good-will, whose
Builder and Maker thou art; through thy Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen (The Pastor’s Prayer Book)

In the Evening

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows
lengthen, and the evening comes, and the busy world is
hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is
done. Then in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a
holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.

A Prayer for the Departed
Now let us pray for those we love but see no longer:

Silence

Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor
which thou bearest unto thy people; and grant that,
increasing in knowledge and love of thee, they may go
from strength to strength in the life of perfect service in
thy heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

A Prayer attributed to St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union; where there is doubt,



faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is
darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that
we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to
love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning
that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born
to eternal life. Amen.

For Quiet Confidence

O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and
rest we shall be saved, in quietness and confidence shall
be our strength: By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we
pray thee, to thy presence, where we may be still and
know that thou art God; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we thine unworthy servants

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all men.

We bless thee for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for thine inestimable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,

give us that due sense of all thy mercies,

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;

and that we show forth thy praise,



not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to thy service,

and by walking before thee

in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,

be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with
one accord to make our common supplication unto thee;
and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that
when two or three are gathered together in his Name
thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the
desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for
us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and
in the world to come life everlasting. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all
evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14



