
Evening Prayer Rite I  

Thus saith the high and lofty One who inhabiteth eternity, whose name 
is Holy, "I dwell in the high and holy place, with 
him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite 
ones."    Isaiah 57:15 

Confession of Sin 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
  
Silence may be kept.  

Officiant and People together, all kneeling  

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, we have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, we 
have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou those who 
are penitent, according to thy promises declared unto mankind in 
Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for his 
sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  

The Priest alone stands and says  

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission 
of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace 
and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.  



The Invitatory and Psalter  

All stand  

Officiant: O God, make speed to save us. 
People: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Officiant and People  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia! 

O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron 

O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the world. 

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed  
119: 25-48 
 
25 My soul clings to the dust; 
   revive me according to your word.  
26 When I told of my ways, you answered me; 
   teach me your statutes.  
27 Make me understand the way of your precepts, 
   and I will meditate on your wondrous works.  
28 My soul melts away for sorrow; 



   strengthen me according to your word.  
29 Put false ways far from me; 
   and graciously teach me your law.  
30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness; 
   I set your ordinances before me.  
31 I cling to your decrees, O Lord; 
   let me not be put to shame.  
32 I run the way of your commandments, 
   for you enlarge my understanding.  
33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, 
   and I will observe it to the end.  
34 Give me understanding, that I may keep your law 
   and observe it with my whole heart.  
35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
   for I delight in it.  
36 Turn my heart to your decrees, 
   and not to selfish gain.  
37 Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; 
   give me life in your ways.  
38 Confirm to your servant your promise, 
   which is for those who fear you.  
39 Turn away the disgrace that I dread, 
   for your ordinances are good.  
40 See, I have longed for your precepts; 
   in your righteousness give me life.  
41 Let your steadfast love come to me, O Lord, 
   your salvation according to your promise.  
42 Then I shall have an answer for those who taunt me, 
   for I trust in your word.  
43 Do not take the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, 
   for my hope is in your ordinances.  



 
44 I will keep your law continually, 
   for ever and ever.  
45 I shall walk at liberty, 
   for I have sought your precepts.  
46 I will also speak of your decrees before kings, 
   and shall not be put to shame;  
47 I find my delight in your commandments, 
   because I love them.  
48 I revere your commandments, which I love, 
   and I will meditate on your statutes. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia! 

A Reading From the Book of Joshua 3:1-13 

3 
Early in the morning Joshua rose and set out from Shittim with all the 
Israelites, and they came to the Jordan. They camped there before 
crossing over. 2At the end of three days the officers went through the 
camp 3and commanded the people, ‘When you see the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord your God being carried by the levitical priests, 
then you shall set out from your place. Follow it, 4so that you may know 
the way you should go, for you have not passed this way before. Yet 
there shall be a space between you and it, a distance of about two 
thousand cubits; do not come any nearer to it.’ 5Then Joshua said to the 
people, ‘Sanctify yourselves; for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders 
among you.’ 6To the priests Joshua said, ‘Take up the ark of the 
covenant, and pass on in front of the people.’ So they took up the ark of 
the covenant and went in front of the people. 

7 The Lord said to Joshua, ‘This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight 
of all Israel, so that they may know that I will be with you as I was with 



Moses. 8You are the one who shall command the priests who bear the 
ark of the covenant, “When you come to the edge of the waters of the 
Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.” ’ 9Joshua then said to the 
Israelites, ‘Draw near and hear the words of the Lord your God.’ 
10Joshua said, ‘By this you shall know that among you is the living God 
who without fail will drive out from before you the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites: 11the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of all the earth is going to pass before you into the 
Jordan. 12So now select twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from 
each tribe. 13When the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark 
of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, 
the waters of the Jordan flowing from above shall be cut off; they shall 
stand in a single heap.’ 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

2    A Song of Praise     Benedictus es, Domine 
        Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34

Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou for the Name of thy Majesty; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou in the temple of thy holiness; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths, 
and dwellest between the Cherubim; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever. 



Blessed art thou, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

A Reading From Romans 11:25-36 

25 So that you may not claim to be wiser than you are, brothers and 
sisters,* I want you to understand this mystery: a hardening has come 
upon part of Israel, until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. 
26And so all Israel will be saved; as it is written, 
‘Out of Zion will come the Deliverer; 
   he will banish ungodliness from Jacob.’  
27 ‘And this is my covenant with them, 
   when I take away their sins.’  
28As regards the gospel they are enemies of God* for your sake; but as 
regards election they are beloved, for the sake of their ancestors; 29for 
the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their 
disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the 
mercy shown to you, they too may now* receive mercy. 32For God has 
imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

33 O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgements and how inscrutable his ways!  
34 ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord? 
   Or who has been his counsellor?’  
35 ‘Or who has given a gift to him, 
   to receive a gift in return?’  
36For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the 
glory for ever. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord.  
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Thanks be to God. 

4     The Song of Zechariah     Benedictus Dominus Deus 
        Luke 1:68-79

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, * 
    for he hath visited and redeemed his people; 
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us * 
    in the house of his servant David, 
As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, * 
    which have been since the world began:

That we should be saved from our enemies, * 
    and from the hand of all that hate us; 
To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, * 
    and to remember his holy covenant; 
To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, * 
    that he would give us, 
That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies * 
    might serve him without fear, 
In holiness and righteousness before him, * 
    all the days of our life.

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, * 
    for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord 
                               to prepare his ways; 
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people * 
    for the remission of their sins, 
Through the tender mercy of our God, * 
    whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us; 
To give light to them that sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, * 
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace.



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 25:31-46 

31 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say 
to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 
35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 
was in prison and you visited me.” 37Then the righteous will answer him, 
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw 
you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 
39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” 
40And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family,* you did it to 
me.” 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, 
depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.” 44Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was 
it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not take care of you?” 45Then he will answer them, 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me.” 46And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. 
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The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

The Apostles' Creed  

Officiant and People together, all standing  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
	 maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
	 born of the Virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, dead, and buried.  
	 He descended into hell. 
	 The third day he rose again from the dead.  
	 He ascended into heaven, 
	 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father    	 	 	
almighty. 
	 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 	 	 	
the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
	 the holy catholic Church, 
	 the communion of saints, 
	 the forgiveness of sins, 
	 the resurrection of the body, 
 	 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers  

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People; And with thy spirit. 



Officiant and People  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
	 hallowed be thy Name, 
	 thy kingdom come, 
	 thy will be done,  
	 	 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
	 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
	  for ever and ever. Amen.  

A

V.    O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
R.    And grant us thy salvation. 
V.    Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
R.    And make thy chosen people joyful. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in thee can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V.    Let thy way be known upon earth; 
R.    Thy saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.



Collect of the Day 

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call 
upon you, and grant that they may know and understand 
what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and 
power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and 
all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace 
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being 
defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in 
rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Savior.     Amen.

A Collect for the Presence of Christ 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; 
be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, 
that we may know thee as thou art revealed in Scripture and the 
breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of thy love. Amen.  

A Prayer for Mission  
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or 
weep this night, and give thine angels charge over those who 
sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 
joyous; and all for thy love's sake.    Amen 
For The Ill And Those On Our Prayer Lists 
O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your command 
you drive away from our bodies all sickness and all infirmity: 



Be present in your goodness with those who desire our prayers, that 
their weakness may be banished and their strength restored; and that, 
their health being renewed, they may bless your holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
For our Country 
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our 
heritage: We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove 
ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. 
Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and 
pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend 
our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes 
brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue 
with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust 
the authority of government, that there may be justice and 
peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we 
may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. 
In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, 
and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; 
all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For those we Love 
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to thy 
never-failing care and love, for this life and the life to come, 
knowing that thou art doing for them better things than we can 
desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
A Prayer for the Departed 
Now let us pray for those we love but see no longer: 

	 Silence 



Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor which thou 
bearest unto thy people; and grant that, increasing in knowledge 
and love of thee, they may go from strength to strength in the life 
of perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there 
is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is 
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as 
to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to 
love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

In the Evening  
O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows 
lengthen, and the evening comes, and the busy world is 
hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in 
thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the 
last. Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving  
Officiant and People  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 



and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service,  
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord 
to make our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised 
through thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, 
O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the 
world to come life everlasting. Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Romans 15:13 


