Evening Prayer Rite I

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole
earth stand in awe of him.  Psalm 96:9

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father,

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, we have
followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,

we have offended against thy holy laws,

we have left undone those things which we ought to have done,

and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,

spare thou those who confess their faults,

restore thou those who are penitent,

according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our
Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy
Name. Amen.

The Priest alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of
all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and
consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand

Officiant: O God, make speed to save us.
People: O Lord, make haste to help us.



Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia!

O Gracious Light  Phos hilaron

O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,

O Son of God, O Giver of life,
and to be glorified through all the world

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed

12 Salvum me fac

1 Help me, Lord, for there is no godly one left; *
the faithful have vanished from among us.

2 Everyone speaks falsely with his neighbor; *
with a smooth tongue they speak from a double heart.

3 Oh, that the Lord would cut off all smooth tongues, *
and close the lips that utter proud boasts!

4 Those who say, "With our tongue will we prevail; *



our lips are our own; who is lord over us?"

5 "Because the needy are oppressed,
and the poor cry out in misery, "

I will rise up," says the Lord,

"and give them the help they long for."

6 The words of the Lord are pure words, *
like silver refined from ore
and purified seven times in the fire.

7 O Lord, watch over us *
and save us from this generation for ever.

8 The wicked prowl on every side, *
and that which is worthless is highly prized by everyone.

13 Usquequo, Domine?

1 How long, O Lord?
will you forget me for ever? *
how long will you hide your face from me?

2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind,
and grief in my heart, day after day? *
how long shall my enemy triumph over me?

3 Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; *
give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death;

4 Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed over him," *
and my foes rejoice that I have fallen.



5 But I put my trust in your mercy; *
my heart is joyful because of your saving help.

6 I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; *
I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High.

14 Dixit insipiens

1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." *
All are corrupt and commit abominable acts;
there is none who does any good.

2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, *
to see if there is any who is wise,
if there is one who seeks after God.

3 Every one has proved faithless;
all alike have turned bad; *
there is none who does good; no, not one.

4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers *
who eat up my people like bread
and do not call upon the Lord?

5 See how they tremble with fear, *
because God is in the company of the righteous.

6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, *
but the Lord is their refuge.



7 Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion! *
when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people,
Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading From the Book of Deuteronomy 1:1-18

1

These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel beyond the Jordan—
in the wilderness, on the plain opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel,
Laban, Hazeroth, and Di-zahab. 2(By the way of Mount Seir it takes
eleven days to reach Kadesh-barnea from Horeb.) ’In the fortieth year,
on the first day of the eleventh month, Moses spoke to the Israelites just
as the Lord had commanded him to speak to them. “This was after he
had defeated King Sihon of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, and
King Og of Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth and* in Edrei. "Beyond
the Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses undertook to expound this law as
follows:

6 The Lord our God spoke to us at Horeb, saying, ‘ You have stayed long
enough at this mountain. "Resume your journey, and go into the hill
country of the Amorites as well as into the neighbouring regions —the
Arababh, the hill country, the Shephelah, the Negeb, and the sea coast—
the land of the Canaanites and the Lebanon, as far as the great river, the
river Euphrates. 8See, I have set the land before you; go in and take
possession of the land that I* swore to your ancestors, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, to give to them and to their descendants after them.’

9 At that time I said to you, ‘I am unable by myself to bear you. !°The
Lord your God has multiplied you, so that today you are as numerous as
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the stars of heaven. '"May the Lord, the God of your ancestors, increase
you a thousand times more and bless you, as he has promised you! '“But
how can I bear the heavy burden of your disputes all by myself?
13Choose for each of your tribes individuals who are wise, discerning,
and reputable to be your leaders.” '“You answered me, ‘The plan you
have proposed is a good one.” 1°So I took the leaders of your tribes, wise
and reputable individuals, and installed them as leaders over you,
commanders of thousands, commanders of hundreds, commanders of
fifties, commanders of tens, and officials, throughout your tribes. ‘I
charged your judges at that time: ‘Give the members of your community
a fair hearing, and judge rightly between one person and another,
whether citizen or resident alien. !”You must not be partial in judging:
hear out the small and the great alike; you shall not be intimidated by
anyone, for the judgement is God’s. Any case that is too hard for you,
bring to me, and I will hear it.” '8So I charged you at that time with all
the things that you should do.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Song of Mary Magnificat
Luke 1:46-55

My soul doth magnify the Lord, *
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded *
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth *
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, *
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him *
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; *



he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, *

and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, *

and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, *

as he promised to our forefathers,

Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading From Paul’s Letter to the Romans 9:1-18

9

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience
confirms it by the Holy Spirit— I have great sorrow and unceasing
anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed and
cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people,” my kindred
according to the flesh. “They are Israelites, and to them belong the
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship,
and the promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them,
according to the flesh, comes the Messiah,” who is over all, God blessed
for ever.” Amen.

6 It 1s not as though the word of God had failed. For not all Israelites
truly belong to Israel, 7and not all of Abraham’s children are his true
descendants; but ‘It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named
after you.” This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the
children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as
descendants. °For this is what the promise said, ‘About this time I will
return and Sarah shall have a son.” 'Nor is that all; something similar
happened to Rebecca when she had conceived children by one husband,
our ancestor Isaac. ''Even before they had been born or had done
anything good or bad (so that God’s purpose of election might continue,
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“not by works but by his call) she was told, ‘The elder shall serve the
younger.” 3As it is written,
‘I have loved Jacob,

but I have hated Esau.’

14 What then are we to say? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no
means! "For he says to Moses,
‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,

and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’
'6So it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God who shows
mercy. !"For the scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘I have raised you up for the
very purpose of showing my power in you, so that my name may be
proclaimed in all the earth.” 'So then he has mercy on whomsoever he
chooses, and he hardens the heart of whomsoever he chooses.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Song of Simeon  Nunc dimittis
Luke 2:29-32

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, *
according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, *
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, *
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 23:27-39

2’7 ‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like
whitewashed tombs, which on the outside look beautiful, but inside they



are full of the bones of the dead and of all kinds of filth. ?*So you also on
the outside look righteous to others, but inside you are full of hypocrisy
and lawlessness.

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the
tombs of the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous, 3Yand you
say, “If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have
taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.” 3! Thus you
testify against yourselves that you are descendants of those who
murdered the prophets. 32Fill up, then, the measure of your ancestors.
3You snakes, you brood of vipers! How can you escape being sentenced
to hell?* *Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of
whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your
synagogues and pursue from town to town, *>so that upon you may come
all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to
the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between
the sanctuary and the altar. *°Truly I tell you, all this will come upon this
generation.

37 ‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those
who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not
willing! #8See, your house is left to you, desolate.” °For I tell you, you
will not see me again until you say, “Blessed is the one who comes in
the name of the Lord.” '

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Apostles' Creed
Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
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And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People; And with thy spirit.

Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,



for ever and ever. Amen.
B

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,
We entreat thee, O Lord.

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,
We entreat thee, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat thee, O Lord.

That there may be peace to thyChurch and to the whole world,
We entreat thee, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned
before the great judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat thee, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of
Saint Mark and all thy saints, entrusting one another and all our life to
Christ,

We entreat thee, O Lord.

The Collect of the Day

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments
by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your
Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole
heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in
knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is



perfect freedom: Defend us, thy humble servants, in all
assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy
defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through
the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Aid against Perils

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy
great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this
night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

A Collect for Protection

O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the
strength of those who labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank thee
for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly beseech thy merciful
protection all the night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning
hours; through him who died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior
Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for the Presence of Christ

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day
is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and
awaken hope, that we may know thee as thou art revealed in
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake
of thy love. Amen

A Prayer for Mission

O God, who dost manifest in thy servants the signs of thy
presence: Send forth upon us the Spirit of love, that in
companionship with one another thine abounding grace may
increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For those in the Armed Forces of our Country
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and



keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at home
and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly
grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give
them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant
them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Peace Among the Nations

Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the nations of the
world into the way of justice and truth, and establish among
them that peace which is the fruit of righteousness, that they
may become the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

A Prayer attributed to St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where
there 1s discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where
there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to
be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is
in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we
are born to eternal life. Amen.

A Prayer for the Departed
For those we love but see no longer, let us pray:

Silence

Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor which
thou bearest unto thy people; and grant that, increasing in
knowledge and love of thee, they may go from strength to
strength in the life of perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

In the Evening



O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen, and the
evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is
over, and our work is done. Then in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging,
and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.

The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we thine unworthy servants

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all men.

We bless thee for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for thine inestimable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,

give us that due sense of all thy mercies,

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;

and that we show forth thy praise,

not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to thy service,

and by walking before thee

in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,

be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to
make our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through
thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his



Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires
and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this
world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.
Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2
Corinthians 13:14



