
Evening Prayer Rite I  

Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense, and let 
the lifting up of my hands be an evening sacrifice. 
Psalm 141:2 

Confession of Sin 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
  
Silence may be kept.  

Officiant and People together, all kneeling  

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, we have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, we 
have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou those who 
are penitent, according to thy promises declared unto mankind in 
Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for his 
sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  

The Priest alone stands and says  

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission 
of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace 
and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.  

The Invitatory and Psalter  

All stand  



Officiant: O God, make speed to save us. 
People: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Officiant and People  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia! 

O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron 

O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the world. 

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed  

49 Audite hæc, omnes 
 
1 Hear this, all you peoples; 
hearken, all you who dwell in the world, * 
you of high degree and low, rich and poor together. 
 
2 My mouth shall speak of wisdom, * 
and my heart shall meditate on understanding. 
 
3 I will incline my ear to a proverb * 
and set forth my riddle upon the harp. 
 



4 Why should I be afraid in evil days, * 
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me, 
 
5 The wickedness of those who put their trust in their goods, * 
and boast of their great riches? 
 
6 We can never ransom ourselves, * 
or deliver to God the price of our life; 
 
7 For the ransom of our life is so great, * 
that we should never have enough to pay it, 
 
8 In order to live for ever and ever, * 
and never see the grave. 
 
9 For we see that the wise die also; 
like the dull and stupid they perish * 
and leave their wealth to those who come after them. 

10 Their graves shall be their homes for ever, 
their dwelling places from generation to generation, * 
though they call the lands after their own names. 
 
11 Even though honored, they cannot live for ever; * 
they are like the beasts that perish. 
 
12 Such is the way of those who foolishly trust in themselves, * 
and the end of those who delight in their own words. 
 
13 Like a flock of sheep they are destined to die; 
Death is their shepherd; * 
they go down straightway to the grave. 



 
14 Their form shall waste away, * 
and the land of the dead shall be their home. 
 
15 But God will ransom my life; * 
he will snatch me from the grasp of death. 
 
16 Do not be envious when some become rich, * 
or when the grandeur of their house increases; 
 
17 For they will carry nothing away at their death, * 
nor will their grandeur follow them. 
 
18 Though they thought highly of themselves while they lived, * 
and were praised for their success, 
 
19 They shall join the company of their forebears, * 
who will never see the light again. 
 
20 Those who are honored, but have no understanding, * 
are like the beasts that perish. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia! 

A Reading From the Book of Judith 9:1, 11-14 

Judith prostrated herself, put ashes on her head, and uncovered the 
sackcloth she was wearing. At the very time when the evening incense 
was being offered in the house of God in Jerusalem, Judith cried out to 
the Lord with a loud voice, and said, “Your strength does not depend on 
numbers, nor your might on the powerful. But you are the God of the 
lowly, helper of the oppressed, upholder of the weak, protector of the 



forsaken, savior of those without hope. Please, please, God of my 
father, God of the heritage of Israel, Lord of heaven and earth, Creator 
of the waters, King of all your creation, hear my prayer! Make my 
deceitful words bring wound and bruise on those who have planned 
cruel things against your covenant, and against your sacred house, and 
against Mount Zion, and against the house your children possess. Let 
your whole nation and every tribe know and understand that you are 
God, the God of all power and might, and that there is no other who 
protects the people of Israel but you alone!” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

2    A Song of Praise     Benedictus es, Domine 
        Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34

Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou for the Name of thy Majesty; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou in the temple of thy holiness; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths, 
and dwellest between the Cherubim; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    praised and exalted above all for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



A Reading From 2 Corinthians 5:14-18 

The love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that 
one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for 
all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, 
but for him who died and was raised for them. 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human 
point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a 
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So 
if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 
has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and 
has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

5     The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis 
          Luke 2:29-32

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 
    according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 
    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
    and to be the glory of thy people Israel.Glory to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Gospel According to John 20: 11-18 

Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she 
bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels 
in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 
one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to 



her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, 
if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 
him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold 
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending 
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I 
have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said 
these things to her. 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

The Apostles' Creed  

Officiant and People together, all standing  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
	 maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
	 born of the Virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, dead, and buried.  
	 He descended into hell. 
	 The third day he rose again from the dead.  



	 He ascended into heaven, 
	 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father    	 	 	
almighty. 
	 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 	 	 	
the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
	 the holy catholic Church, 
	 the communion of saints, 
	 the forgiveness of sins, 
	 the resurrection of the body, 
 	 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers  

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People; And with thy spirit. 

Officiant and People  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
	 hallowed be thy Name, 
	 thy kingdom come, 
	 thy will be done,  
	 	 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
	 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
	  for ever and ever. Amen.  

 B 



That this evening may be holy,good, and peaceful, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and 
goodwill, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins 
and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to thyChurch and to the whole 
world, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and 
not be condemned before the great judgment seat 
of Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in 
the communion of St. Mark and all thy saints, 
entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son restored Mary Magdalene 
to health of body and of mind, and called her to be a witness 
of his resurrection: Mercifully grant that by your grace we 
may be healed from all our infirmities and know you in the 
power of his unending life; who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.n. 



A Collect for Peace
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and 
all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace 
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being 
defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in 
rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Savior.     Amen.

A Collect for the Presence of Christ 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; 
be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, 
that we may know thee as thou art revealed in Scripture and the 
breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of thy love. Amen.  

A Prayer for Mission  
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or 
weep this night, and give thine angels charge over those who 
sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 
joyous; and all for thy love's sake.    Amen 
For The Ill And Those On Our Prayer Lists 
O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your command 
you drive away from our bodies all sickness and all infirmity: 
Be present in your goodness with those who desire our prayers, that 
their weakness may be banished and their strength restored; and that, 
their health being renewed, they may bless your holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
For our Country 
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our 
heritage: We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove 



ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. 
Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and 
pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend 
our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes 
brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue 
with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust 
the authority of government, that there may be justice and 
peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we 
may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. 
In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, 
and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; 
all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For those we Love 
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to thy 
never-failing care and love, for this life and the life to come, 
knowing that thou art doing for them better things than we can 
desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
A Prayer for the Departed 
Now let us pray for those we love but see no longer: 

	 Silence 

Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor which thou 
bearest unto thy people; and grant that, increasing in knowledge 
and love of thee, they may go from strength to strength in the life 
of perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 



Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there 
is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is 
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as 
to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to 
love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

In the Evening  
O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows 
lengthen, and the evening comes, and the busy world is 
hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in 
thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the 
last. Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving  
Officiant and People  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 



and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service,  
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord 
to make our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised 
through thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, 
O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the 
world to come life everlasting. Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Romans 15:13 


