
Evening Prayer Rite I  

Jesus said, "I am the light of the world; he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life." 
John 8:12 

Confession of Sin 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
  
Silence may be kept.  

Officiant and People together, all kneeling  

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our 
own hearts, we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have 
done, and we have done those things which we ought not 
to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou 
those who are penitent, according to thy promises 
declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and 
grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may 
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the 
glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  

The Priest alone stands and says  

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and 
remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment 
of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

The Invitatory and Psalter  



All stand  

Officiant: O God, make speed to save us. 
People: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Officiant and People  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for 
ever. Amen. Alleluia! 

O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron 

O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy 
voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the world 

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed  

12 Salvum me fac 
 
1 Help me, Lord, for there is no godly one left; * 
the faithful have vanished from among us. 
 
2 Everyone speaks falsely with his neighbor; * 
with a smooth tongue they speak from a double heart. 
 



3 Oh, that the Lord would cut off all smooth tongues, * 
and close the lips that utter proud boasts! 
 
4 Those who say, "With our tongue will we prevail; * 
our lips are our own; who is lord over us?" 
 
5 "Because the needy are oppressed, 
and the poor cry out in misery, " 
I will rise up," says the Lord, 
"and give them the help they long for." 
 
6 The words of the Lord are pure words, * 
like silver refined from ore 
and purified seven times in the fire. 
 
7 O Lord, watch over us * 
and save us from this generation for ever. 
 
8 The wicked prowl on every side, * 
and that which is worthless is highly prized by everyone. 
 
 
13 Usquequo, Domine? 
 
1 How long, O Lord? 
will you forget me for ever? * 
how long will you hide your face from me? 

2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, 
and grief in my heart, day after day? * 
how long shall my enemy triumph over me? 
 
3 Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; * 



give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 
 
4 Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed over him," * 
and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 
 
5 But I put my trust in your mercy; * 
my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 
 
6 I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; * 
I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High. 
   
 
14 Dixit insipiens 
 
1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." * 
All are corrupt and commit abominable acts; 
there is none who does any good. 
 
2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, * 
to see if there is any who is wise, 
if there is one who seeks after God. 
 
3 Every one has proved faithless; 
all alike have turned bad; * 
there is none who does good; no, not one. 
 
4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers * 
who eat up my people like bread 
and do not call upon the Lord? 
 
5 See how they tremble with fear, * 
because God is in the company of the righteous. 
 



6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, * 
but the Lord is their refuge. 

7 Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion! * 
when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, 
Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia! 

A Reading From the Book of Daniel 2:17-30 
17 Then Daniel went to his home and informed his 
companions, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 18and told 
them to seek mercy from the God of heaven concerning 
this mystery, so that Daniel and his companions with the 
rest of the wise men of Babylon might not perish. 19Then 
the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the 
night, and Daniel blessed the God of heaven.  
20 Daniel said: 
‘Blessed be the name of God from age to age, 
   for wisdom and power are his.  
21 He changes times and seasons, 
   deposes kings and sets up kings; 
he gives wisdom to the wise 
   and knowledge to those who have understanding.  
22 He reveals deep and hidden things; 
   he knows what is in the darkness, 
   and light dwells with him.  
23 To you, O God of my ancestors, 
   I give thanks and praise, 
for you have given me wisdom and power, 



   and have now revealed to me what we asked of you, 
   for you have revealed to us what the king ordered.’ 

24 Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had 
appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon, and said 
to him, ‘Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; bring 
me in before the king, and I will give the king the 
interpretation.’ 

25 Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king 
and said to him: ‘I have found among the exiles from 
Judah a man who can tell the king the interpretation.’ 
26The king said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, 
‘Are you able to tell me the dream that I have seen and 
its interpretation?’ 27Daniel answered the king, ‘No wise 
men, enchanters, magicians, or diviners can show to the 
king the mystery that the king is asking, 28but there is a 
God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has 
disclosed to King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen at 
the end of days. Your dream and the visions of your head 
as you lay in bed were these: 29To you, O king, as you lay 
in bed, came thoughts of what would be hereafter, and 
the revealer of mysteries disclosed to you what is to be. 
30But as for me, this mystery has not been revealed to 
me because of any wisdom that I have more than any 
other living being, but in order that the interpretation 
may be known to the king and that you may understand 
the thoughts of your mind. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Mary    Magnificat 
 Luke 1:46-55



My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 
    and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 
For he hath regarded * 
    the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold from henceforth * 
    all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 
    and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him * 
    throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm; * 
    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 
    and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant 
Israel, * 
    as he promised to our forefathers, 
    Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 
Amen.

A Reading From 1 John 2:12-17 
12 I am writing to you, little children, 
   because your sins are forgiven on account of his name.  
13 I am writing to you, fathers, 
   because you know him who is from the beginning. 



I am writing to you, young people, 
   because you have conquered the evil one.  
14 I write to you, children, 
   because you know the Father. 
I write to you, fathers, 
   because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young people, 
   because you are strong 
   and the word of God abides in you, 
     and you have overcome the evil one. 

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. The 
love of the Father is not in those who love the world; 16for 
all that is in the world—the desire of the flesh, the desire 
of the eyes, the pride in riches—comes not from the 
Father but from the world. 17And the world and its desire* 
are passing away, but those who do the will of God live 
for ever. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis 
         Luke 2:29-32

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 
    according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 
    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
    and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit: * 
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    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 
Amen. 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 17:20-26 
20 ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf 
of those who will believe in me through their word, 21that 
they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am 
in you, may they also be in us,* so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have 
given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as 
we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may 
become completely one, so that the world may know that 
you have sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me. 24Father, I desire that those also, whom you 
have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 
glory, which you have given me because you loved me 
before the foundation of the world. 

25 ‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I 
know you; and these know that you have sent me. 26I 
made your name known to them, and I will make it 
known, so that the love with which you have loved me 
may be in them, and I in them.’ 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

The Apostles' Creed  

Officiant and People together, all standing  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
	 maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
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	 born of the Virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, dead, and buried.  
	 He descended into hell. 
	 The third day he rose again from the dead.  
	 He ascended into heaven, 
	 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father    	 	
	 almighty. 
	 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 	 	
	 the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
	 the holy catholic Church, 
	 the communion of saints, 
	 the forgiveness of sins, 
	 the resurrection of the body, 
 	 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers  

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People; And with thy spirit. 

Officiant and People  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
	 hallowed be thy Name, 
	 thy kingdom come, 
	 thy will be done,  
	 	 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
	 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 



	  for ever and ever. Amen.  

 B 

That this evening may be holy,good, and peaceful, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and 
goodwill, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins 
and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to thyChurch and to the whole 
world, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and 
not be condemned before the great judgment seat 
of Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in 
the communion of St. Mark and all thy saints, 
entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

Collect of the Day 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the 
Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 
reconciliation: Grant that all who have been 



reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may 
show forth in their lives what they profess by 
their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
Collect for Peace  
O God, who art the author of peace and lover of 
concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our 
eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom: 
Defend us, thy humble servants, in all assaults of 
our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy 
defense, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
A Collect for Aid against Perils 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by 
thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of 
this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
A Collect for Protection  
O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the 
faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the repose 
of the dead: We thank thee for the timely blessings of the 
day, and humbly beseech thy merciful protection all the 
night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning 
hours; through him who died for us and rose again, thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
A Collect for the Presence of Christ  
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the 
day is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our 
hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know thee as 



thou art revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread. 
Grant this for the sake of thy love.    Amen 

A Prayer for Mission  
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, 
or weep this night, and give thine angels charge over 
those who sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to 
the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the 
afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's 
sake.    Amen. 
For the Unemployed 
Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who 
suffer want and anxiety from lack of work. Guide the 
people of this land so to use our public and private 
wealth that all may find suitable and fulfilling 
employment, and receive just payment 
for their labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
For our Country 
Almighty God, Ruler of all the peoples of the earth: 
Forgive, we beseech thee, our shortcomings as a nation; 
purify our hearts to see and love the truth; give wisdom 
to our counselors and steadfastness to our people; and 
bring us at last to that fair city of peace whose 
foundations are mercy, justice and good-will, whose 
Builder and Maker thou art; through thy Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen  (The Pastor’s Prayer Book) 
For the Oppressed  
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this 
land who live with injustice, terror, disease, and death as 
their constant companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us 
to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. 
Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal 



protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And 
grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the 
riches of this land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
In the Evening  
O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows 
lengthen, and the evening comes, and the busy world is 
hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is 
done. Then in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a 
holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. 

A Prayer for the Departed 
Now let us pray for those we love but see no longer: 

	 Silence 

Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor 
which thou bearest unto thy people; and grant that, 
increasing in knowledge and love of thee, they may go 
from strength to strength in the life of perfect service in 
thy heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, 
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that 
we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to 
love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning 
that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born 
to eternal life. Amen. 

For Quiet Confidence 



O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and 
rest we shall be saved, in quietness and confidence shall 
be our strength: By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we 
pray thee, to thy presence, where we may be still and 
know that thou art God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

The General Thanksgiving  
Officiant and People  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service,  
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  



Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with 
one accord to make our common supplication unto thee; 
and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that 
when two or three are gathered together in his Name 
thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the 
desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and 
in the world to come life everlasting. Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all 
evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 


