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Holy Eucharist 

Third Sunday in Lent 
March 3, 2024 

 
WE SEEK TO UNITE ALL PEOPLE WITH GOD AND EACH OTHER IN CHRIST THROUGH WORSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, EDUCATION, AND SERVICE 

Welcome! We are glad you are here. 
Prelude: Psalm 19...............................................................................Benedetto Marcello 

Choral Call to Worship: Seek the Lord (S-217:1-3) 

Processional Hymn 409: The Spacious Firmament…………………………….... Creation 
 

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 

People His mercy endures for ever. 

 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Kyrie, S-98 

Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us 
both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all 
adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault 
and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
First Reading:  Exodus 20:1-17 
Then God spoke all these words: 
I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not 
bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing 
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children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject 
me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and 
keep my commandments. 
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your 
work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—
you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day 
and consecrated it. 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 
male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Response: Thanks be to God 

Psalm 19 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

3 Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the LORD is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

8 The statutes of the LORD are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 



3  

the commandment of the LORD is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the LORD is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the LORD are true 
and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

 

Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Response: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Hymn 498: Beneath the Cross of Jesus……………………….....St. Christopher 

Gospel:    John 2:13-22 
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Response Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found 
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people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 

Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. 

He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told 

those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s 

house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 

consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus 

answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, 

“This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 

days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, 

his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word 

that Jesus had spoken. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
Response Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Homily (Please be seated) Fr. RJ 

THE NICENE CREED (Please Stand as You Are Able) 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
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With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People Third Sunday in Lent 

Celebrant Have mercy on us, O God, according to your loving kindness; in your great 
compassion, hear our prayers. 

 
Intercessor We pray for the whole church, all leaders and ministers, and all the holy 
people of God. 

Wash us through and through, 
And cleanse us from our sin. 

We pray for our nation, for all the nations of the earth, and for all who govern and judge. 

Purge us from our sin, 

And we shall be pure. 
 

We pray for those who hunger, those who thirst, those who cry out for justice, those who 
live under the threat of terror, and those without a place to lay their head. 

 
Make them hear of joy and gladness, 
that those who are broken may rejoice. 

We pray for those who are ill, those in pain, those under stress, and those who are lonely. 
We especially pray for Ten, Vonda, Henry, Jim, Jane, and Ron. 

 
Give them the joy of your saving help, 
and sustain them with your bountiful Spirit. 

In this season of Lent we pray for those who prepare for baptism, and we pray that we all 
might be given the grace and strength to repent and grow closer to you, O God. 

 
Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. 
We pray for those who have died and who have entered into the land of eternal Light and 
your abiding peace. 

 
Cast them not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from them. 
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Celebrant: Lord Jesus, it was your will that your Father’s House would be a place of prayer 
for all people; grant us the strength and wisdom to be a people consumed with prayer and 
zeal for you, this day and always. Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Please remain in your place and greet one another with a non-contact greeting. 

PARISH NOTICES 

PRAYER FOR BIRTHDAYS 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your peace 
which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ANNIVERSARIES 
Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, we thank you for those among us whose 
lives together are a sign of Christ’s love to the world, and we thank you especially this day 
for those who are celebrating their anniversaries. Grant that their wills may be so knit 
together in your will, and their spirits in your Spirit, that they may grow in love and peace 
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with you and one another all the days of their lives. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
 

Offertory Sentence 

Offertory Anthem: Lead Me..............................................................................Doris Akers 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A 
The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The celebrant adds a proper preface 
 

The Celebrant proceeds 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

S-130. ................................................................................................... Franz Schubert 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, (x2) 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. (x2) 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. (x2) 

 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
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Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. 

COMMUNION    All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion. 

Communion Music:  When I Survey  (Rockingham Old)…………………………...G. Martin 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
To Be Said By Those Online and Other Choosing Not to Receive the Sacrament 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of Your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being 
celebrated, I desire to offer You praise and thanksgiving. I present to You my soul and body with the 
earnest wish that they may always be united to You. And since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
I pray that You come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to You and embrace You with all the affections 
of my soul. Let nothing ever separate You from me. May I live and die in Your love. Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
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you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

 Recessional Hymn 345: Savior, Again....................................................................Ellers 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Altar Flowers: 
In Celebration of Beth Bletzacker's Birthday - Derek and Emily Gordon 
 
Deadline for Easter Lily Orders 
This is your last chance to order lilies and/or make dedications for the Easter Sunday service 
March 31.  Please turn in your order with a $20 payment for each plant/dedication by Sunday, 
March 3.  Order forms are available at church.  Mark if you expect to take home a plant after 
the Easter service you attend.  Thank you for contributing!  Altar Guild 

Bob’s Music Notes 
Italian master Marcello was a younger contemporary of Vivaldi. He is best known for "Estro 
poetica armonica" which sets fifty Psalms to music, Psalm 19 being the best known. 
 
"The Spacious Firmament" was penned in the magazine "The Spectator" in 1712 by 
essayist Addison.  He is buried at Westminster Abbey. The tune is adapted from Haydn's 
oratorio "The Creation." 
 
"Beneath the Cross of Jesus" was the work of Elizabeth Cecilia Clephane.  In poor health, 
she died at 38, but she was nicknamed "Sunbeam" for her cheerful disposition. She is also 
known for "The Ninety and Nine."  An omitted stanza: "O safe and happy shelter, O refuge 
tried and sweet; O trysting place where heaven's love and heaven's justice meet; As to the 
exiled patriarch that wondrous dream was given, So seems my Savior's cross to me, A 
ladder up to heaven" (a reference to Jacob's vision).  Composer Maker was an organist in 
Bristol, England. 
 
"Savior, Again" is the perfect parting hymn emphasizing "peace." An omitted stanza: "Thy 
peace in life, the balm for every pain; thy peace in death, the hope to rise again; Peace to 
our land, the fruit of truth and love; Peace in each heart, thy spirit from above."  Composer 
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Hopkins was a chorister at St. Paul's and later organist at the famous Temple Chuch 
("church peculiar" which was exempt from the diocese and governed by the Duke of 
Cornwall). 
 
"Lead Me" is one of some five hundred Gospel songs composed by the late "Miss Gospel 
Music" Doris Akers who has been called the most underrated Gospel musician of our time! 
 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Monday, March 4: 
Leadership Meeting, 1 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, March 6:  
Vestry, 5:30 p.m. 
Lenten Supper, 6:30 p.m. 
Please sign up in the lobby. 
 
March Anniversaries 
4 Richard and Marcia Tirpak 
13 Geoff and Bobbi Gordon 
21 Christopher and Tasha Smith 
22 Carol and John Hayn 
27 Sara Strattan and Tom Burns 
 
March Birthdays 
1 Ken Jaeb 
4 Sandy Paradis 
6 Charlie Kiesling, Chuck Violand 
7 Leslie Redmon 
8 Beth Bletzacker 
10 Kathy Sloan 
11 Brooks Deuble, Colin Jenkins 
12 Geoff Gordon 
13 Carol Hayn 
14 John Wise 
18 Emmett Arnold 
21 Brad Kaustinen 
26 John Werren 
28 Joe Hoot, Sue Little 

 
Servers this Sunday, March 3: 
Eucharistic Ministers 8:00am: Sara Strattan 
Eucharistic Ministers 10:00am: Tom Turner, 
Carol Hayn Acolyte: Danny Holihan, Colin 
Jenkins 
Ushers: John Willoughby, Kent Clark Altar 
Guild: Bobbi Gordon 
 
Servers next Sunday, March 10: 
Eucharistic Ministers 8:00am: Paul Sack 
Eucharistic Ministers 10:00am: Bruce 
Schutrum, Sara Strattan 
Acolyte: Karen Violand, Brooks Deuble 
Ushers: Bill Rand, Derek Gordon 
Altar Guild: Sara Strattan 
 
Holy Week Services: 

• Palm Sunday, March 24, 9 a.m. only and 
brunch to follow 

• Maundy Thursday, March 28, 7 p.m. 

• Good Friday, March 29, noon and 7 p.m. 

• Easter Sunday, March 31, 8 and 10 a.m. 
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Prayer Concerns 
Ten Gall, Vonda Temelkoff, Henry Aegerter, Jim Weaver, Jane Schutrum, & Ron Brookes 

 

Family and Friends:  Kit Caspar (Carol Hayn’s brother); Jody Shumway (Co-worker friend 
of the Rand’s daughter); Father Amjad & Molly Samuel (acquaintance of friends of Father 
RJ); Dr. Mallamaci (acquaintance of Bobbi Zollinger); Jolanda Mull, Dr. Sandy Lopater, Kirk 
Schuring, Pam Lagodich, & Bill Allen (sister-in-law & friends of the Mulls); Earl Hoot (father 
of Joe Hoot); Ashley Stockman (friend of Katie & Ryan Kuceyeski); Mitz Cushing, Harold 
Freedman, & Tim Swihart (aunt of Bobbi & friends of the Gordons); Larry Aclaska & Judy 
Heisser-Turner (acquaintence & sister of Bert Heisser); Lee, Theresa, and Chuck Boone 
(friends & cousin of the Hixons); Nori Shawk (friend of Brynn Pelger); Johnny Willoughby 
(grandson of the Willoughbys); Heather Armington & Mark Osterhage (friends of the 
Watters); Jane King; Elaine Campbell (friend of the Turners); Sammy Coates (friend of 
Leslie Redmon); Bob Rownd (friend of John Werren & Anne Coen); Melanie & Trish (friends 
of Paulette Frech); Pat Walter & family (friend of Barb Whitehouse); Alycia Geis (Karen 
Violand’s friend’s daughter); Don & Janet Sheatzley-Morgan (husband & sister of Barb 
Siegfried); DaNay Jackson (friend of Ron Brookes); Allison Cornell-Hood & Anne Higgins 
(daughter & friend of Diane Cornell); Finnigan Savage (friend of Pam McCarthy); Jimmy 
Little (son of Sue Little); Yanette Pysher (Vonda Temelkoff’s cousin); Tony Donahue (friend 
of the Boyds); Marc Hostetler (brother of Susan Hostetler); David (acquaintance of the 
Nadels). 

 

For those who have died. 

For those in the armed forces. 

 

Prayer Chain 
St. Mark's has a group of prayer warriors who pray for specific needs of those on the prayer chain. If you would 
like to place yourself or a loved one on the prayer chain, please contact Bobbi Gordon at 
ggordon24@sbcglobal.net Please note, prayer requests may be placed on the Prayer Chain, in the Prayer 
Concerns list appearing here and in the Sunday bulletin, or in both places. Please let Bobbi know your 
preference. Please update Bobbi or Katie on the status of your friends or family members as to when they may 
be removed from the prayer lists. 
 
 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 515 48th St. NW Canton, OH 44709 

www.stmarks-canton.org | 330-499-2662 
 
Fr. RJ Johnson: Rjohnson@stmarks-canton.org 
Katie: office@stmarks-canton.org 

 

mailto:ggordon24@sbcglobal.net
http://www.stmarks-canton.org/
mailto:Rjohnson@stmarks-canton.org
mailto:office@stmarks-canton.org
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Deadline for Easter Lily Orders 

This is your last chance to order lilies and/or make dedications for the Easter Sunday 
service March 31. Please turn in your order with a $20 payment for each 
plant/dedication by Sunday, March 3. Order forms are available at church. Mark if you 
expect to take home a plant after the Easter service you attend. Thank you for 
contributing! Altar Guild 
 

SOMEBUNNY will be collecting items for the baskets for the women and children 
housed at the Y.W.C.A. homeless shelter over Easter. Our marked container is in the 
narthex. Please bring your toiletries, emery boards, razors, small paper items, playing 
cards, snack food, children’s toys (ages 7-mostly 10) to the church. We will be packing 
on Thursday, March 28. At 1pm.   Cash donations accepted (please mark your checks 
for SOMEBUNNY).    Thank you for your donations. E.C.W. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTREACH PROJECT 
UPDATE 

Our St. Mark’s children and preteens have been 
working very hard on their project to donate 
hygiene kits to Hope Outreach Ministries. In 2023, 
they were able to donate 2322 kits! The kids really 
want to beat their record moving forward in 2024. 
  
To help them achieve this goal you can: 

1.  Donate antibacterial bar soap 
2.  Donate new washcloths 
3.  Place check or money in the offering plate designated to Sunday School 

Outreach (we will do the shopping for you!) The account for this is currently 
almost empty. 

  
Thank you for supporting this worthwhile project to help those in need locally. 
  
Beth Bletzacker 
Sunday School Outreach Coordinator 
 


