Evening Prayer Rite I

Rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto
the Lord your God; for he is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the

evil.
Joel 2:13

Confession of Sin

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father,

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our
own hearts, we have offended against thy holy laws,

we have left undone those things which we ought to have
done, and we have done those things which we ought not
to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou
those who are penitent, according to thy promises
declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and
grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the
glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Priest alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and
remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment
of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.
Amen.



The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand

Officiant: O God, make speed to save us.
People: O Lord, make haste to help us.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for
ever. Amen.

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron

O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy
voices,

O Son of God, O Giver of life,

and to be glorified through all the world

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed
81 Exultate Deo

1 Sing with joy to God our strength *
and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.

2 Raise a song and sound the timbrel, *



the merry harp, and the lyre.

3 Blow the ram's-horn at the new moon, *
and at the full moon, the day of our feast.

4 For this is a statute for Israel, *
a law of the God of Jacob.

5 He laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, *
when he came out of the land of Egypt.

6 I heard an unfamiliar voice saying, *
"I eased his shoulder from the burden;
his hands were set free from bearing the load."

7 You called on me in trouble, and I saved you; *
I answered you from the secret place of thunder
and tested you at the waters of Meribah.

8 Hear, O my people, and I will admonish you: *
O Israel, if you would but listen to me!

9 There shall be no strange god among you; *
you shall not worship a foreign god.

10 I am the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, *
"Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it."

11 And yet my people did not hear my voice, *
and Israel would not obey me.

12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their



hearts, *
to follow their own devices.

13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! *
that Israel would walk in my ways!

14 I should soon subdue their enemies *
and turn my hand against their foes.

15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, *
and their punishment would last for ever.

16 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat *
and satisfy him with honey from the rock.

82 Deus stetit

1 God takes his stand in the council of heaven; *
he gives judgment in the midst of the gods:

2 "How long will you judge unjustly, *
and show favor to the wicked?

3 Save the weak and the orphan; *
defend the humble and needy;

4 Rescue the weak and the poor; *
deliver them from the power of the wicked.

5 They do not know, neither do they understand;
they go about in darkness; *
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.



6 Now I say to you, 'You are gods, *
and all of you children of the Most High;

7 Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, *
and fall like any prince."

8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, *
for you shall take all nations for your own.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.
Amen.

A Reading From the Book of Jeremiah 8:18-9:6

18 My joy is gone, grief is upon me,
my heart is sick.

19 Hark, the cry of my poor people
from far and wide in the land:

‘Is the Lord not in Zion?
Is her King not in her?’

(‘Why have they provoked me to anger with their images,
with their foreign idols?’)

20 *The harvest is past, the summer is ended,
and we are not saved.’

21 For the hurt of my poor people I am hurt,
I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me.

22 Is there no balm in Gilead?
Is there no physician there?

Why then has the health of my poor people
not been restored?

9



*O that my head were a spring of water,
and my eyes a fountain of tears,
so that I might weep day and night
for the slain of my poor people!
2*0 that I had in the desert
a traveller’s lodging-place,
that I might leave my people
and go away from them!
For they are all adulterers,
a band of traitors.
3 They bend their tongues like bows;
they have grown strong in the land for falsehood, and
not for truth;
for they proceed from evil to evil,
and they do not know me, says the Lord.

4 Beware of your neighbours,
and put no trust in any of your kin;*
for all your kin* are supplanters,
and every neighbour goes around like a slanderer.
5 They all deceive their neighbours,
and no one speaks the truth;
they have taught their tongues to speak lies;
they commit iniquity and are too weary to repent.”
6 Oppression upon oppression, deceit* upon deceit!
They refuse to know me, says the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

6 Glory be to God Gloria in Excelsis

Glory be to God on high,
and on earth peace, good will towards men.
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We praise thee, we bless thee,
we worship thee,
we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us.

For thou only art holy,
thou only art the Lord,
thou only, O Christ,
with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.
Amen.

A Reading From Romans 5:1-11

5

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we* have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom
we have obtained access™ to this grace in which we
stand; and we* boast in our hope of sharing the glory of
God. 3And not only that, but we™* also boast in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,
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4“and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ
died for the ungodly. “Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person
someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his
love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died
for us. °Much more surely then, now that we have been
justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from
the wrath of God.™ °For if while we were enemies, we
were reconciled to God through the death of his Son,
much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be
saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received reconciliation.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

7 We Praise Thee Te Deum laudamus

We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the
Lord.
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting.
To thee all Angels cry aloud,
the Heavens and all the Powers therein.
To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory.
The glorious company of the apostles praise thee.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee.
The noble army of martyrs praise thee.
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The holy Church throughout all the world
doth acknowledge thee,
the Father, of an infinite majesty,
thine adorable, true, and only Son,
also the Holy Ghost the Comforter.

Thou art the King of glory, O Christ.
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man,
thou didst humble thyself to be born of a Virgin.
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death,
thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the
Father.
We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge.
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants,
whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with thy saints,
in glory everlasting.

A Reading from the Gospel of John 8:12-20

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of
the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness but will have the light of life.” 13Then the
Pharisees said to him, ‘You are testifying on your own
behalf; your testimony is not valid.” 14Jesus answered,
‘Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid
because I know where I have come from and where I am
going, but you do not know where I come from or where
I am going. °You judge by human standards;* I judge no
one. %Yet even if I do judge, my judgement is valid; for
it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father® who
sent me. 7In your law it is written that the testimony of
two witnesses is valid. 18I testify on my own behalf, and
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the Father who sent me testifies on my behalf.’ 1°Then
they said to him, ‘Where is your Father?’ Jesus answered,
*You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me,
you would know my Father also.’ 2°He spoke these words
while he was teaching in the treasury of the temple, but
no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Prayers

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People; And with thy spirit.

Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from euvil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

That this evening may be holy,good, and peaceful,
We entreat thee, O Lord.

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and
goodwill,
We entreat thee, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins
and offenses,
We entreat thee, O Lord.

That there may be peace to thyChurch and to the whole
world,
We entreat thee, O Lord.



That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and
not be condemned before the great judgment seat
of Christ,

We entreat thee, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in
the communion of St. Mark and all thy saints,
entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,

We entreat thee, O Lord.

Collect of the Day

Give ear to our prayers, O Lord, and direct the
way of your servants in safety under your
protection, that, amid all the changes of our
earthly pilgrimage, we may be guarded by your
mighty aid; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Collect for Peace

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of
concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our
eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom:
Defend us, thy humble servants, in all assaults of
our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy
defense, may not fear the power of any
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Aid against Perils

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by

thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of
this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.



A Collect for Protection

O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the
faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the repose
of the dead: We thank thee for the timely blessings of the
day, and humbly beseech thy merciful protection all the
night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning
hours; through him who died for us and rose again, thy
Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for the Presence of Christ

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the
day is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our
hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know thee as
thou art revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread.
Grant this for the sake of thy love. Amen

A Prayer for Mission

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch,
or weep this night, and give thine angels charge over
those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to
the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the
afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love's

sake. Amen.

For the Unemployed

Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who
suffer want and anxiety from lack of work. Guide the
people of this land so to use our public and private
wealth that all may find suitable and fulfilling
employment, and receive just payment

for their labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For our Country

Almighty God, Ruler of all the peoples of the earth:
Forgive, we beseech thee, our shortcomings as a nation;



purify our hearts to see and love the truth; give wisdom
to our counselors and steadfastness to our people; and
bring us at last to that fair city of peace whose
foundations are mercy, justice and good-will, whose
Builder and Maker thou art; through thy Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen (The Pastor’s Prayer Book)

For the Oppressed

Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this
land who live with injustice, terror, disease, and death as
their constant companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us
to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors.
Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And
grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the
riches of this land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

In the Evening

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows
lengthen, and the evening comes, and the busy world is
hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is
done. Then in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a
holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.

A Prayer for the Departed

Remembering especially Ten Gall, let us pray for those we
love but see no longer:

Silence

Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor
which thou bearest unto thy people; and grant that,
increasing in knowledge and love of thee, they may go
from strength to strength in the life of perfect service in
thy heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



A Prayer attributed to St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union; where there is doubt,
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is
darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that
we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to
love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning
that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born
to eternal life. Amen.

For Quiet Confidence

O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and
rest we shall be saved, in quietness and confidence shall
be our strength: By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we
pray thee, to thy presence, where we may be still and
know that thou art God; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we thine unworthy servants

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all men.

We bless thee for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for thine inestimable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,



give us that due sense of all thy mercies,

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,

not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to thy service,

and by walking before thee

in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,

be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with
one accord to make our common supplication unto thee;
and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that
when two or three are gathered together in his Name
thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the
desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for
us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and
in the world to come life everlasting. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all
evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14



