
Evening Prayer Rite I 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches
me, night after night. I have set the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall.    Psalm 16:7,8

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, we have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our 
Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  that we may 
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy 
Name. Amen. 

The Priest alone stands and says 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of 
all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and 
consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

All stand 

Officiant: O God, make speed to save us.
People: O Lord, make haste to help us.



 
Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  Alleluia! 

O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron

O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the world

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed 

119 

Daleth Adhæsit pavimento 
 
25 My soul cleaves to the dust; * 
give me life according to your word. 
 
26 I have confessed my ways, and you answered me; * 
instruct me in your statutes. 
 
27 Make me understand the way of your commandments, * 
that I may meditate on your marvelous works. 



 
28 My soul melts away for sorrow; * 
strengthen me according to your word. 
 
29 Take from me the way of lying; * 
let me find grace through your law. 
 
30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness; * 
I have set your judgments before me. 
 
31 I hold fast to your decrees; * 
O Lord, let me not be put to shame. 
 
32 I will run the way of your commandments, * 
for you have set my heart at liberty. 
 
33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, * 
and I shall keep it to the end. 
 
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 
I shall keep it with all my heart. 
 
35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 
for that is my desire. 
 
36 Incline my heart to your decrees * 
and not to unjust gain. 
 
37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 
give me life in your ways. 
 
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 
which you make to those who fear you. 
 



39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 
because your judgments are good. 
 
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; * 
in your righteousness preserve my life. 
 
41 Let your loving-kindness come to me, O Lord, * 
and your salvation, according to your promise. 
 
42 Then shall I have a word for those who taunt me, * 
because I trust in your words. 
 
43 Do not take the word of truth out of my mouth, * 
for my hope is in your judgments. 

44 I shall continue to keep your law; * 
I shall keep it for ever and ever. 
 
45 I will walk at liberty, * 
because I study your commandments. 
 
46 I will tell of your decrees before kings * 
and will not be ashamed. 
 
47 I delight in your commandments, * 
which I have always loved. 
 
48 I will lift up my hands to your commandments, * 
and I will meditate on your statutes. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 



A Reading From the Book of Amos Amos 8:1-14

8
This is what the Lord God showed me—a basket of summer 
fruit.* 2He said, ‘Amos, what do you see?’ And I said, ‘A basket 
of summer fruit.’* Then the Lord said to me, 
‘The end* has come upon my people Israel; 
   I will never again pass them by.  
3 The songs of the temple* shall become wailings on that day,’

says the Lord God; 
‘the dead bodies shall be many, 
   cast out in every place. Be silent!’ 
4 Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
   and bring to ruin the poor of the land,  
5 saying, ‘When will the new moon be over 
   so that we may sell grain; 
and the sabbath, 
   so that we may offer wheat for sale? 
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
   and practise deceit with false balances,  
6 buying the poor for silver 
   and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
   and selling the sweepings of the wheat.’ 
7 The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.  
8 Shall not the land tremble on this account, 
   and everyone mourn who lives in it, 
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and all of it rise like the Nile, 
   and be tossed about and sink again, like the Nile of Egypt? 
9 On that day, says the Lord God, 
   I will make the sun go down at noon, 
   and darken the earth in broad daylight.  
10 I will turn your feasts into mourning, 
   and all your songs into lamentation; 
I will bring sackcloth on all loins, 
   and baldness on every head; 
I will make it like the mourning for an only son, 
   and the end of it like a bitter day. 
11 The time is surely coming, says the Lord God, 
   when I will send a famine on the land; 
not a famine of bread, or a thirst for water, 
   but of hearing the words of the Lord.  
12 They shall wander from sea to sea, 
   and from north to east; 
they shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the Lord, 
   but they shall not find it. 
13 In that day the beautiful young women and the young men 
   shall faint for thirst.  
14 Those who swear by Ashimah of Samaria, 
   and say, ‘As your god lives, O Dan’, 
and, ‘As the way of Beer-sheba lives’— 
   they shall fall, and never rise again.’
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 



The Song of Mary    Magnificat 
 Luke 1:46-55

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 
    and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 
For he hath regarded * 
    the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold from henceforth * 
    all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 
    and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him * 
    throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm; * 
    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 
    and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 
    as he promised to our forefathers, 
    Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading From the Revelation 1:17-2:7
17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he placed his 
right hand on me, saying, ‘Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, 
18and the living one. I was dead, and see, I am alive for ever and ever; 
and I have the keys of Death and of Hades. 19Now write what you have 
seen, what is, and what is to take place after this. 20As for the mystery of 
the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden 



lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the 
seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
2
‘To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him 
who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven 
golden lampstands:
2 ‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance. I know that 
you cannot tolerate evildoers; you have tested those who claim to be 
apostles but are not, and have found them to be false. 3I also know that 
you are enduring patiently and bearing up for the sake of my name, and 
that you have not grown weary. 4But I have this against you, that you 
have abandoned the love you had at first. 5Remember then from what 
you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will 
come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent. 6Yet this is to your credit: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, 
which I also hate. 7Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is 
saying to the churches. To everyone who conquers, I will give 
permission to eat from the tree of life that is in the paradise of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis 
         Luke 2:29-32

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 
    according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 
    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
    and to be the glory of thy people Israel.



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 23:1-12
23
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2‘The scribes and the 
Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; 3therefore, do whatever they teach you and 
follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practise what they 
teach. 4They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear,* and lay them on the 
shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to 
move them. 5They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make 
their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. 6They love to have the 
place of honour at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, 7and to 
be greeted with respect in the market-places, and to have people call 
them rabbi. 8But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, 
and you are all students.* 9And call no one your father on earth, for you 
have one Father—the one in heaven. 10Nor are you to be called 
instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah.* 11The greatest 
among you will be your servant. 12All who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

The Apostles' Creed 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
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He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People; And with thy spirit.

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

B 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 



That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to thyChurch and to the whole world, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned 
before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of 
Saint Mark and all thy saints, entrusting one another and all our life to 
Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

The Collect of the Day 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to 
preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give 
us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we 
may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge 
of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom: 
Defend us, thy humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, 
surely trusting in thy defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; 
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for Aid against Perils



Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy 
great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this 
night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

A Collect for Protection 

O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the 
strength of those who labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank thee 
for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly beseech thy merciful 
protection all the night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning 
hours; through him who died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for the Presence of Christ 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day 
is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and 
awaken hope, that we may know thee as thou art revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread.  Grant this for the sake 
of thy love.    Amen

A Prayer for Mission 

O God, who dost manifest in thy servants the signs of thy 
presence:  Send forth upon us the Spirit of love, that in 
companionship with one another thine abounding grace may 
increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen.

For the Poor and the Neglected 
 
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you 
all poor and neglected persons whom it would be easy for us 
to forget: the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, 
and all who have none to care for them. Help us to heal those 
who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow 



into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for 
our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for the Departed

For those we love but see no longer, let us pray:

Silence

Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor which 
thou bearest unto thy people; and grant that, increasing in 
knowledge and love of thee, they may go from strength to 
strength in the life of perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

In the Evening 

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen, and the 
evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is 
over, and our work is done. Then in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, 
and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 



give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 
make our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through 
thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires 
and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this 
world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 
Corinthians 13:14 


