
Evening Prayer Rite I 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole 
earth stand in awe of him.     Psalm 96:9

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, we have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our 
Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  that we may 
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy 
Name. Amen. 

The Priest alone stands and says 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of 
all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and 
consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

All stand 

Officiant: O God, make speed to save us.
People: O Lord, make haste to help us.



 
Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  Alleluia! 

O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron

O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the world

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed 

81 Exultate Deo 
 
1 Sing with joy to God our strength * 
and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 
 
2 Raise a song and sound the timbrel, * 
the merry harp, and the lyre. 
 
3 Blow the ram's-horn at the new moon, * 
and at the full moon, the day of our feast. 
 
4 For this is a statute for Israel, * 



a law of the God of Jacob. 
 
5 He laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, * 
when he came out of the land of Egypt. 
 
6 I heard an unfamiliar voice saying, * 
"I eased his shoulder from the burden; 
his hands were set free from bearing the load." 
 
7 You called on me in trouble, and I saved you; * 
I answered you from the secret place of thunder 
and tested you at the waters of Meribah. 
 
8 Hear, O my people, and I will admonish you: * 
O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 
 
9 There shall be no strange god among you; * 
you shall not worship a foreign god. 
 
10 I am the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, * 
"Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it." 
 
11 And yet my people did not hear my voice, * 
and Israel would not obey me. 
 
12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, * 
to follow their own devices.

13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! * 
that Israel would walk in my ways! 
 
14 I should soon subdue their enemies * 
and turn my hand against their foes. 



 
15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, * 
and their punishment would last for ever. 
 
16 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat * 
and satisfy him with honey from the rock. 
 
 
 
82 Deus stetit 
 
1 God takes his stand in the council of heaven; * 
he gives judgment in the midst of the gods: 
 
2 "How long will you judge unjustly, * 
and show favor to the wicked? 
 
3 Save the weak and the orphan; * 
defend the humble and needy; 
 
4 Rescue the weak and the poor; * 
deliver them from the power of the wicked. 
 
5 They do not know, neither do they understand; 
they go about in darkness; * 
all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
 
6 Now I say to you, 'You are gods, * 
and all of you children of the Most High; 
 
7 Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, * 
and fall like any prince.'"



8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, * 
for you shall take all nations for your own.

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

A Reading From the Book of Numbers 11:24-35

24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he 
gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the 
tent. 25Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and 
took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; 
and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not 
do so again.
26 Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other 
named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those 
registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied 
in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, ‘Eldad and Medad 
are prophesying in the camp.’ 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of 
Moses, one of his chosen men,* said, ‘My lord Moses, stop them!’ 
29But Moses said to him, ‘Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all 
the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit 
on them!’ 30And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.
31 Then a wind went out from the Lord, and it brought quails from the 
sea and let them fall beside the camp, about a day’s journey on this side 
and a day’s journey on the other side, all around the camp, about two 
cubits deep on the ground. 32So the people worked all that day and night 
and all the next day, gathering the quails; the least anyone gathered was 
ten homers; and they spread them out for themselves all around the 
camp. 33But while the meat was still between their teeth, before it was 



consumed, the anger of the Lord was kindled against the people, and the 
Lord struck the people with a very great plague. 34So that place was 
called Kibroth-hattaavah,* because there they buried the people who had 
the craving. 35From Kibroth-hattaavah the people journeyed to 
Hazeroth.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Mary    Magnificat 
 Luke 1:46-55

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 
    and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 
For he hath regarded * 
    the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold from henceforth * 
    all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 
    and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him * 
    throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm; * 
    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 
    and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 
    as he promised to our forefathers, 
    Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



A Reading From Paul’s Letter to the Romans 1:28-2:11

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them 
up to a debased mind and to things that should not be done. 29They were 
filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, covetousness, malice. Full of 
envy, murder, strife, deceit, craftiness, they are gossips, 30slanderers, 
God-haters,* insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, rebellious 
towards parents, 31foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32They know 
God’s decree, that those who practise such things deserve to die—yet 
they not only do them but even applaud others who practise them.
2
Therefore you have no excuse, whoever you are, when you judge others; 
for in passing judgement on another you condemn yourself, because 
you, the judge, are doing the very same things. 2You say,* ‘We know 
that God’s judgement on those who do such things is in accordance with 
truth.’ 3Do you imagine, whoever you are, that when you judge those 
who do such things and yet do them yourself, you will escape the 
judgement of God? 4Or do you despise the riches of his kindness and 
forbearance and patience? Do you not realize that God’s kindness is 
meant to lead you to repentance? 5But by your hard and impenitent heart 
you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, when God’s 
righteous judgement will be revealed. 6For he will repay according to 
each one’s deeds: 7to those who by patiently doing good seek for glory 
and honour and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8while for those 
who are self-seeking and who obey not the truth but wickedness, there 
will be wrath and fury. 9There will be anguish and distress for everyone 
who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10but glory and honour 
and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 
11For God shows no partiality.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis 
         Luke 2:29-32

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 
    according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 
    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
    and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 18:1-9

18
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven?’ 2He called a child, whom he put among 
them, 3and said, ‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever 
becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
5Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.
6 ‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones 
who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were 
fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the 
sea. 7Woe to the world because of stumbling-blocks! Occasions for 
stumbling are bound to come, but woe to the one by whom the 
stumbling-block comes!
8 ‘If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it 
away; it is better for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two 
hands or two feet and to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye 
causes you to stumble, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you 



to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into the 
hell* of fire.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Apostles' Creed 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People; And with thy spirit.

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 



hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

B 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to thyChurch and to the whole world, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned 
before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of 
Saint Mark and all thy saints, entrusting one another and all our life to 
Christ, 
We entreat thee, O Lord. 

The Collect of the Day 



Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us 
the liberty of that abundant life which you have made known 
to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge 
of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom: 
Defend us, thy humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, 
surely trusting in thy defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; 
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for Aid against Perils

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy 
great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this 
night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

A Collect for Protection 

O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the 
strength of those who labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank thee 
for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly beseech thy merciful 
protection all the night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning 
hours; through him who died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Collect for the Presence of Christ 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day 
is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and 
awaken hope, that we may know thee as thou art revealed in 



Scripture and the breaking of bread.  Grant this for the sake 
of thy love.    Amen

A Prayer for Mission 

O God, who dost manifest in thy servants the signs of thy 
presence:  Send forth upon us the Spirit of love, that in 
companionship with one another thine abounding grace may 
increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen.

For those in the Armed Forces of our Country 
 
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and 
keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at home 
and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly 
grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give 
them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant 
them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Peace Among the Nations 
 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the nations of the 
world into the way of justice and truth, and establish among 
them that peace which is the fruit of righteousness, that they 
may become the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

 A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 
 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where 
there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where 
there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to 



be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is 
in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we 
are born to eternal life. Amen.

A Prayer for the Departed

For those we love but see no longer, let us pray:

Silence

Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor which 
thou bearest unto thy people; and grant that, increasing in 
knowledge and love of thee, they may go from strength to 
strength in the life of perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

In the Evening 

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen, and the 
evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is 
over, and our work is done. Then in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, 
and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;



for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 
make our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through 
thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires 
and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this 
world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 
Corinthians 13:14 


