
 

Theme verse of Mark: 

“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Mark 10:45 

Week #18 



Background of Mark: 

The Gospel of Mark portrays the person of Jesus more by what He does 
than by what He says. Although Mark is the shortest of the four gospels, it 
pays close attention to matters of human interest. Matthew and Luke 
walk us through the genealogy of Christ. John’s theme was to prove 
that Jesus is the Savior of the world.  The Gospel of Mark was written to 
the Romans and his theme is Jesus Christ the Servant. The Gospel of 
Mark wastes no time, and jumps right in to the ministry of Jesus. Mark 
does not record many of Jesus’ sermons because his emphasis is on 
what Jesus did rather than what Jesus said. 

What is the gospel? 
• The long-awaited Messiah had come to break the power of sin and 

begin God’s personal reign on earth.  
• The gospel (Good News) of God was present in His life, teaching 

and atoning death. 
• The gospel is both a historical event, and a personal relationship. 
• Faith is trust placed in a living person, Jesus Christ. 
• There is only one gospel (Gal. 1:1-9). 

Crucial questions: 
• What does this text teach us about God? 
• What does this text teach me about sinful humanity? 
• What does this text teach me about Jesus Christ? 
• What does God want me to know? 
• What does God want me to do?  

Know: Few things are more destructive, seductive, and deceptive to a 
true and vital relationship with God than the deadly poison of legalism. 
The hidden purpose behind legalism is earned faith, being right with 
God, and my appearance to others.                                                  



Remember: Our words reveal what is hidden in our hearts, and what is in 
our hearts determines our character, conduct, and destiny. 

Scripture: Mark 11:20-33 (ESV) 
20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away 
to its roots. 21 And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The 
fig tree that you cursed has withered.” 22 And Jesus answered them,  
“Have faith in God.  
• We’re meant produce fruit (Gal. 5:22-23).  
• Serve judgment for the spiritually dead. 
• Jesus takes our spiritual fruitfulness seriously. Why?  

Questions:  
• What does a barren fig tree look like today? 
• Why is the barren fig tree important?  

23 Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain (hyperbole), ‘Be 
taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, 
but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for 
him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that 
you have received it, and it will be yours. 25 And whenever you stand 
praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your 
Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”  

Note: Too many have taken these verses out of context. Jesus did not 
say, “Name it, and claim it.” 
Maturing faith taps into God’s power: 
• You must know Him personally. 
• Your relationships must be in a healthy place. 
• Your prayers can’t be about your agenda. 
• Your prayers must be kingdom centered. 
• Your prayers must a line with God’s will. 

God uses men who are weak and feeble enough to lean on Him. 
Hudson Taylor 

Question: Why are “authority issues” dangerous? 



27 And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the 
temple, the chief priests and the scribes and the elders came to 
him, 28 and they said to him, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” 29 Jesus said to 
them, “I will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 30 Was the baptism of John from heaven or 
from man? Answer me.” 31 And they discussed it with one another, 
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not 
believe him?’ 32 But shall we say, ‘From man’?”—they were afraid of the 
people, for they all held that John really was a prophet. 33 So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither will 
I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 
Authority issues: 
• The religious leaders were not seeking truth; they were looking for 

evidence to convict Jesus (Mark 11:18). 
• God does not teach us new things if we reject the truth He has 

already revealed (John 7:17). 
• The religious leaders were trapped. They didn’t care about what 

was true or right. They sought what was safe.  
• Jesus did not avoid their question; He refused to accept and 

condone their hypocrisy.  
Obedience is the organ of spiritual knowledge.                                             

F.W. Robertson 




