Spotlighting local Valedictorians of the C

Currents salutes, congrandates and eelebrates all gradu-
ates of the Class of 2023 from the Northeast Ohlo region!
This class was one that was forced to endure lockdowns
and shurdowns during the height of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, and most likely emerged strongen, more flexible
and better studenis as a result. Meet three of our area’s
best and brightest and read about their paths to educa-
vional success and the classes, extracurvicular activities,
and other key factors that were key in guiding them to-
ward the exemplary young adulis they are today.

By LAURI GROSS

his year, Anna Rarick is the valedictonian a1 Gilm-
our Academy, the private Catholic, K-12 ¢o-ed
school in Gates Mills. Anna says that she knew
Gilmour would be challenging and carly on, she
did not consider the possibility ofbecoming valedictorian,
“I never thought it was in the cards,” she says, “but in the
sccond semester of my junior year, [ knew it might be a
possibility so then I keyed in and tumed into a perfection-
151." She explains that it's common for Gilmour students

so much about working as
2 team, making friends,
and dealing with mental
pressure in high stress situ-
ations,” The school plays
wiere, “some of the most
trying and most rewarding
experiences  I've  under-
taken,” Indira says. Serv-
ing on the Judicial Council
for four years taught her
“a lot about how a school
works and how discipline
in a school is a balance.”
Her camp counsclor gig
was at the pre-school where

to compare their GPAs. “It's a competitive environment
and, hearing other people talk about how they thought it
would play out, T knew I 'was in the area to winit.” Of the
AP classes she took, chemistry in Anna’s junior year was
the hardest, “That class was the onc | lcamed the most
from because | hadn't really had that level of challenge in
a class before. It really instilled a good work cthic in me.
Twas always going in for extra help and studicd for hours
and hours. Tt really taught me if you put in the hard work,
you'll get through i” Although Anna’s college plans do
not include chemistry, she still appreciates that AP chem
showed her that she could handle harder classes such as
AP caleulus, which she tackled her senior year. “Maybe
before 1 took AP chem, [ would have not selected AP cale
because it is known as one of the harder classes,” she ex-
plains,

As a four-year member of Gilmour's volleyball team,
Anna ted for the state championship every year,
“We got third place my freshman year,”™ she recalls, “We
won states sophomore and junior year, and in my scnior
wear, we got runner up.” The experience, she says, taught
her gbout teamwork and leadership. In addition, she was
in a club called Baking for Rainbows l.hm@hnm igh
school, “It's a monthly bake sale,” Anna explaing. "We sell
the goods at school and the moncy gocs to Rainbow Babics
and Children’s Hospital.” In Anna’s senior vear, she took
a leadership position in the group. “I always love baking.”
she explains, “So [ took my favorite hobby and used it in
a constructive way to help others and it was really fun.”

Even though grades were always important to Anna, she
says she kept things in balance by remembering that she
should be able to have fun and spend time with friends,
compete in sports, ete. even if it often meant late nights. 1
could do stufl with fricnds but then also come home to do
homework,” she says, A balance is definitely possible.”

Anna says a strong network of friends helped her suc-
ceed. “They are all super. We keep cach other in check.
We won't distract cach other from our goals and we al-
ways encourage cach other.” In the fall, Anna will be part
of the Honor's College at the Umwml:, of South Caro-
lina, where she plans 1o major in intemational business.

Indira Zswssanna Katiyar is a 2023 graduate of Laurel
School, the K-12 all-girls school in Shaker Heights, and the
winner of the school's Lyman prize, In licu of naming a vale-
dictorian, Laurc] presents the Lyman prize to the student with
the highest cumulative GPA in her time in the Upper School,

Through high-school classes and extracurriculars, In-
dira found fulfillment, challenges and no shortage of sur-
prises. For instance, taking Honors Chemistry online dur-
ing her sophomore vear in the midst of the pandemic, is
something she says she wouldn™t wish on anybody. Then,
afler a year off from chemistry, she took AP chemistry
her senior year and recalls, 1 worked hard throughowt
the year and, well, I made it through, so I'm really proud
of myself for that.” Indira teok seven other AP classes,
including AP Chinese and AP English. Outside the class-
room, Indira participated in synchronized swimming,
acted in school plays and served on the stage crew, par-
ticipated in Laurcl's Judicial Council, ran cross country,
and worked as a camp counsclor.

Through synchronized swimming, she says, “I leamed

through the day, like conver-
sations with fricnds, or silly
jokes, are things that you
should wy to encourage in
your life, And give yoursclf
space 1o make mistakes and
mess up. Sometimes a walk
around the  neighborhood
does wonders,”

Indira is also grateful to
her support group. Y1 am
really lucky 1o have family,
fricnds, and teachers who
belicved that [ could keep
going and make something
great, even when I didn’t

Gilmour Academy Laurel graduate wia

she had once attended as a myself,” she says.
mﬁt‘mﬂ‘;‘."nm camper herself. Being there m:a::‘:v;;:f In college, Indira will
[y o1 § @ a lor, she says, major in biological continue to pursue varied
business at the “rentinded me of the joysof g ngingaring and interests. “I'm thinking of
l.lnhrarsily of Soutt curiosity and kindness.” Asian languages a dual major in biologi-
ina in the And then there was the  yn4 cultures, but cal enginecring and Asian
track team. “Inthe very last 4 languages and  cultures,
;::l:':::mr;ph scmcster of high sehool, :i:‘:um:;‘:::::;n pro- but I'm also interested in
Photography. bled  mod, forostry, and  Pre-med, forestry, and edu-
upon track, having done education. cation. We'll see what the

only one year of cross country the semester before,”
Indira recalls, Neither the coach nor Indira herself had
high expectations for her track abilitics when she tried
the 400-meter on a whim. “Little did 1 know that the 400
would become my event, and that renning it in a relay
would take me all the way to regional finals alengside
a team of passionate, caning and fun-loving teammates,”
she explains. “1 surprised everybody - including myself
= with how far and how fast [ could go. This was really
important to me because it showed me that there are so
many things [ don’t vet know about myself that I can un-
coverif | just try.”

Indira describes the balance in her life &5 a “peadulum
that swings back and forth,” as she explains that some-
times she spent 13-hour days al school, and other times
she squeczed in a few silly You Tube videos, “School isn't
everything.” she concludes. “The things that help you gat

future holds!"

University Schoel, the all-boys private K-12 school
with campuses in Shaker Heights and Hunting Valley,
names an Alumni Award winner cach year. The award
goes to the top-ranked student in their class. Nicholas
James Wojnar is this year's recipicnt,

OF the 10 AP classes Nicholas took, ke enjoyed LS.
history and physics the best although he says Latin was
by far the most challenging and also the class in which
he leamed the most. OF his extracurriculars, he says, “1
found volunteering as a peer tutor and my pan-time work
as a server 10 be some of my most rewarding experienc-
¢ beyond high school. Additionally, 1 enjoved being a
leader of my school’s academic challenge team, with the
opportunity to help underclassmen improve their skills.™
Nicholas also enjoys playing chess and weight lifting.

He says that, together, all his extracurriculars enabled

Gilmour Grads
are going places.

Congratulations to the Class of 2023!

ass of 2023

him to pursue his personal
interests and also help and
lead others. 1 was able o
find lcadership positions
where [ could teach and
inspire those students who
would lead after 1 gradu-
ated.” Nicholas says he was
not consciously competing
1o cam the top spot. In-
stead, he says, "l worked to
the best of my abilitics, en-
joyed the process, and hap-
pened to carn this distine-
tion." To achicve a balance
between school work and

Nicholas James

his life outside of school,
g:r::::ﬁh&: Nicholas says he cstab-
class at University lished a routine that worked
School, earning the for him. 1 made time for
distinction of this myself, schoal, and slecp. 1
yoar's Alumni Award  always tried to stay physi-

cally active and made sure
10 get 3 healthy amount of
sleep, no matter how much
schoolwork | had. | would
encourage anybody facing
this challenge to always set
aside time for themselves
and to seck help from their teachers because they arc al-
ways willing to be supportive of you.”

In the fall, Nicholas will be studying physics at Yale
University but first he'll be taking his first trip beyond
North America when he heads to Paris with his family,
Adter college, he says, “ hope to pursue a career in phys-
ies research and become a professor one day.

Throughout my journey in high school, the encourage-
ment of all my teachers allowed me to rekindle my love
for the ans and humanitics, in addition to just science.
Additionally, University Scheol offered me numerous ad-
vanced, specific courses in every field [ wanted to pursue,
Now, T have a great passion for leaming that Thope to take
with me through the rest of my life.”

winner. He'll be
studying physics at
Yale beginning this
fall. Photograph by
Ripche Studios, Inc.




