
 
In early February, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) published a new research 
dataset on Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) that used Occupational Employment 
Statistics (OES) data in a new way.  
  
Highlights from the OES FDI data include the following: 
  
• Establishments with foreign ownership had employment of over 5.5 million in 2012, 

representing 5 percent of U.S. employment 
  

• Production was the largest occupational group in establishments with foreign 
ownership, reflecting high concentrations of FDI in manufacturing industries. 
Production occupations made up nearly 18 percent of employment in 
establishments with foreign ownership, compared with 7.3 of ownership in 
domestically owned establishments.  

  
• Texas (75,960), Michigan (69,480), Ohio (67,380), Indiana (63,790), and California 

(56,310) had the highest employment of production occupations in establishments 
with foreign ownership 

  
• Several of the largest occupations in establishments with foreign ownership and 

domestically owned establishments were the same, including cashiers, retail 
salespersons, and customer service representatives. The largest occupations in 
establishments with foreign ownership also included two production occupations – 
team assemblers and inspectors, testers, sorters, samplers, and weighers – and sales 
representatives, wholesale and manufacturing, except technical and scientific 
products. 

  
• Establishments with foreign ownership had an annual mean wage of $56,440 in 2012, 

compared with $44,890 in domestically owned establishments. Establishments with 
foreign ownership paid significantly higher wages for 17 of the 22 occupational 
groups. 

  
This dataset is the result of a collaborative effort between BLS and the Bureau of 
Economic Analysis (BEA). To produce the dataset, BLS researchers used data from BEA’s 
2012 Benchmark Survey of Foreign Direct Investment in the United States to identify 
establishments in the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW) that were 
part of companies with partial or complete foreign ownership. These establishments 
were then matched to establishments in the OES sample for the November 2011 to May 
2014 survey panels. Establishments were identified as having foreign ownership if they 
had at least one foreign owner with at least 10 percent ownership. Establishments were 
classified as “domestically owned” if they didn’t meet this criterion or if their foreign 
ownership status couldn’t be determined. 
  

https://www.bls.gov/fdi/
https://www.bls.gov/fdi/


The research dataset contains both QCEW and OES FDI data for 2012. The QCEW 
portion of the dataset includes employment and wages by industry, geography, and 
country of foreign ownership for establishments with foreign ownership, with data for 
domestically owned establishments provided for comparison. The OES portion contains 
employment and wage data by occupation for establishments with foreign ownership 
and domestically owned establishments. National data for occupational groups and 
detailed occupations are available for all industries combined and by North American 
Industry Classification System (NAICS) sector. Major group data are also available by 
state, 3- and 4-digit NAICS industry, or region and country of foreign ownership.  

 


