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Nourishing Mother
by Kristin (Conrad '90) Garrabrant

It is my privilege and joy to be returning to my alma
mater as the 2020-21 Director of Development and
Alumni Relations. The English translation of "alma
mater" means "nourishing mother." What a beautiful
reminder during these extraordinary times that we
all need to return to our Nourishing Mother...our
Lady of Good Help, our Mother of Mercy, our Cause
of Our Joy! It is Mary, through her intercession of
Jesus Christ, who will sustain us with what is
necessary for our growth as individuals, as families,
as a Fisher Catholic community, and as a nation.
I am eager to connect with our Fisher Catholic
community on many levels, the first of which is this
bi-monthly newsletter, The Irish Pen. As we make a
return to our roots, some of you may recall The Irish
Pen page of The Lancaster Eagle Gazette. Annually,
this August edition will be a comprehensive format,
featuring recaps from our previous school year,
alumni highlights, announcements for the upcoming
school year, and MORE!

AUGUST 5, 2020

VOL.1, ISSUE 1

Year Six Success!
by Mary Rogers

Nourishing Mother, cont.
Additional efforts to support FC development
will include new approaches for our annual fund
outreach, advancements to our campus
infrastructure, and an increase in communitybuilding initiatives among our local Catholic
schools and churches, as well as within our
alumni family. All of this will be accomplished
with the assistance of a FC Development Task
Force comprised of students, parents, staff,
alumni, and community supporters.
As a FC parent and alumna, I could not be more
excited or proud to be serving you at my alma
mater! Fisher Catholic needs your help in this
revitalization effort...whether this is through
prayer, service, or donations, every action to
engage will make a difference! Look forward to
announcements on 2021 celebrations slated for
our "50th Anniversary of Fisher Catholic High
School!"
If you are ready to get involved or have
questions or suggestions, please reach out to
me, Kristin Garrabrant, at
kgarrabrant@cdeducation.org. Additionally,
please update your alumni contact information
by clicking on the "Alumni Update" below:

Alumni Update

Despite the rain, 121 golfers teed up at the
Lancaster Country Club on August 2 to play in
the Chuck Rogers Memorial Golf Outing. Chuck
loved FC and golf. This outing helps FC cover
the costs of athletic programs. Many thanks to
the wonderful volunteers who made the day a
seamless event for the players! To view photos
of the event, visit Leo Thimmes’ website Fisher
Catholic Sports Photos at
www.flickr.com/photos/fchssports/collections.

A HUGE thanks to the sponsors of this
event below:
Park National Bank
Eyeglass Wearhouse
Sheridan's Funeral Home
Julie Messerly DDS
Knights of Columbus #15447

Seimer Distributing
New Lexington SUBWAY
Keith & Carol Dayton
United McGill Corporation
Edward Jones
Derick & Elizabeth (Dayton) Mesch Investments/Charlie
Steve & Joyce Cox
Barrows & John Kelley
Ian & Judy Wohrer
Blu Sky Roofing
Jim Fox State Farm Ins.
Century 21 Excellence Realty
Buckeye Automotive Family
Don & Clare Eaton Family
Coughlin Automotive Group
Greg Connell Family
Tom & Jan Rogers Family
Kevin & Carrie Boyd Family
Jayne and Jim McGill Family
Ben & Nicole Grobe Family
The Davey Tree Expert Co.
Stephen L. Hutcheson DDS
Bob / Susie / Jason Roush
Leo Thimmes Sports Photo.
Community Transition Center Todd & Leslee Hanson Family

AUGUST 5, 2020

EVENT | 2020 Bid O' Luck
Slated for August 22nd
When this year’s April Bid O’ Luck event was
canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
dinner event was rescheduled for August 22nd.
It was recently determined by the Bid O’ Luck
committee that the safest way to host Bid O’
Luck this year would be with an all-online
alternative. Everyone can now participate even
if you did not previously purchase a dinner
ticket! Although this online format is not
optimal, it allows us the opportunity to enjoy a
family dinner celebration in the comfort of our
homes!
The Bid O’ Luck event will be held from
Thursday, August 20th through Saturday,
August 22! The online auction will begin on
Thursday, August 20th at 8:00 am. This will
include our Silent and Super Silent Auction
items. These items will close Saturday, August
22nd at 6:30 pm. This will give you a break for
food and beverages while preparing for our
Grand Auction, which will begin at 7:00 pm!
The bidding wars will continue for two hours,
with the Grand Auction closing at 9:00 pm.
Pot of Gold Raffle Tickets are STILL
AVAILABLE! These tickets are $100 each.
There will be five (5) 2nd place tickets worth
$500 each and one (1) lucky winning ticket will
be drawn to to claim the Pot of Gold worth
$7,500! The raffle ticket drawing will be held
the week of August 23rd. Please contact Kellie
Shonk if you would like to purchase raffle
tickets in advance or they will be available
online until 9:00 pm on August 22nd.
Bid O’ Luck, our school’s largest fundraiser,
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consistently nets over $100,000 for the
students of Fisher Catholic High School! The
funds raised are used for operating costs as
well as tuition assistance. Our goal is to be
able to raise $100,000, so we can continue to
offer one of the lowest tuition rates in the
Diocese of Columbus and provide the quality
of Catholic education all you have come to
expect from Fisher Catholic. Between our
corporate sponsors and patrons who
generously donated their dinner tickets
back to the school, we are on our way! The
Fisher Catholic Foundation has offered to
match the first $20,000 donated online
during the auction times. We will have a
specific item that will allow you to donate
directly to the school and have your
donation DOUBLED by the Foundation!
Thank you, Fisher Catholic Foundation, for
your tremendous financial support!
If you have any questions regarding Bid O’
Luck,
please
contact
Kellie
Shonk
at keshonk@cdeducation.org or 740.654.1231.
God bless and GO, IRISH!
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ST. MARY'S & BISHOP
FENWICK ALUMNI | 1966
Graduate
by Jeff Faulkner

My name is Jeff Faulkner and I am a 1966
graduate of Bishop Fenwick High School and a
1970 graduate of Ohio University with a
degree in Communications. I was born in
Cincinnati Ohio, lived in New York a few
years, and moved to Lancaster, Ohio when I
was in grade school. I have eight siblings and
we all went to Catholic schools. Mom was
from a family of 12 kids and my Dad was an
only child.
He also was the only nonCatholic in our family until he converted to
Catholicism when I was in high school.
I am currently retired but worked many jobs
in my life from a radio announcer, purchasing
manager, retail sales manager, box plant
manager, my own lawn service business, and
ended up driving a school bus for the
Lancaster City Schools. I am an avid runner,
having run in half marathons and numerous
5K races. Trying to run 5-6 miles a day keeps
me in shape and gives me a chance to connect
with nature and God.
I was married to Ruth Rutherford Faulkner
for 38 years until she passed away in 2008.
We have two beautiful daughters, Kim and
Kara, who are both married and have two boys
each. In 2011, I married Diane HilliardFaulkner. She has a daughter and son, both
married, and has a total of seven
grandchildren, including a set of quadruplets.
The 11 grandchildren are truly God's precious
gift in so many ways.

In 2014 I wrote a book entitled "Letters of
Enlightenment." I started writing monthly
letters to family and friends and have
continued to write them every month since
2004. It is a great ministry of connecting
with people.
Being an active alumni is important, and most
recently I assisted in the painting of the
chapel at Fisher Catholic. At St. Joseph
Church in Sugar Grove, I initiated a College
Graduate Connection program.
We sent
bulletins, cards, letters, and cookies to the
graduates that were parishioners who had
entered college.
Everyone values education differently. I
believe that it was a blessing to be taught by
religious nuns and priests, although I may not
have thought that at the time I was in school.
The seeds were planted. Attending a Catholic
school is a privilege, one that should not be
taken lightly. We must learn to develop
a relationship with Jesus that will last a
lifetime.
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Graduating Two By Two
Fisher Catholic High School conducted its graduation
ceremony for the Class of 2020 on Sunday, May 31 from
12:30-6:30, with students coming in two at a time every 15
minutes and receiving diplomas on stage. A virtual
baccalaureate Mass was celebrated on Wednesday, May 27
by Bishop Robert Brennan from Columbus St. Joseph
Cathedral.
The class has 37 graduates who will attend 17 institutions
of higher education, with 97 percent continuing their
higher education studies. They were awarded $4.5 million
in scholarships. The valedictorian is Bryson Vogel and the
salutatorian is Emma Martin.

Valedictorian, Bryson Vogel

Salutatorian, Emma Martin

CONGRATULATIONS, IRISH GRADUATES!
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DONATION | HVAC Unit
Fisher Catholic received a generous donation
from the Estate of Dr. Thomas E. Stenger. A
portion of this donation was used to purchase
a new HVAC unit for our building. We greatly
appreciate his charity to our Fisher Catholic
community. Please consider establishing a
planned gift to Fisher Catholic High School as
part of your overall financial and/or estate
planning. For more information, contact
Director of Development and Alumni
Relations, Kristin Garrabrant, at
kgarrabrant@cdeducation.org.

Defending Life...Large Scale Style
In January, nearly 100 of Fisher Catholic’s 164 students loaded up on two buses bound for
Washington, D.C. They were headed to participate in the annual March for Life as members
of the Irish4Life club. FC students joined hundreds of thousands of other people of all ages
to stand up for the rights of the unborn.
In addition to many parents, also joining the group was Father Ty Tomson. Tomson teaches
theology at FC and serves as the pastor at Lancaster St. Bernadette and Bremen St. Mary
churches. He has worked with other pro-life groups, but says he’s never seen anything
“anywhere close to this degree” of participation by students. Fr. Tomson believes, “We owe
that (large amount or participants) to those who have worked so hard for so long to build up
and make it an institution at the school. That’s from their good leadership and good
participation of the community. We have parents who are so amazing. The faith of this area,
the support is fantastic."
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Defending Life...Large Scale Style, continued
In conjunction with the March for Life, students attended the Life Expo featuring exhibits by
pro-life organizations and ministries. The group also took time to visit the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum, the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception and some monuments on the National Mall. Principal, Jim Globokar, says, “This
is truly a trip the kids look forward to every year. It’s not just the March. The Holocaust
Museum - that will hit them hard. This is real life. It isn’t just in history books.”
Fisher Catholic graduate Kristin (Conrad '90) Garrabrant served her first year as the
Moderator of the Irish4Life club. Garrabrant often reminds her club members, “You can only
believe and defend what you know.” Therefore, Garrabrant says, "I am passionate about
educating our Fisher Catholic students, so that their minds and hearts are fully prepared to
protect all human life at the time of their high school graduation.”
Fisher Catholic senior Lucy Reed, the Irish4Life club secretary, is a veteran. This year
marked her fourth trip to the March. “All I can say is, it’s incredible because there are no
words to describe what it is, seeing all those people gather for one purpose: to defend life,”
she said. Being a part of a group such as Irish4Life is a blessing for the students. “I think it’s
taken for granted because other schools don’t have that kind of club or community that can
talk about these things like we do,” Reed said. (Excerpt from The Catholic Times, January 19,
2020)
The Fisher Catholic Irish4Life Club is a proactive organization that promotes any and all prolife issues among the faculty, staff, student population and the community at large. The
organization pledges to protect human life from the womb until the moment of natural death
and to build a culture of life by growing in awareness of the issues that promote a culture of
death and working to change the world in which we live by word and deed.
If would like to contribute to the Irish4Life club or for more information, please contact Club
Moderator, Kristin Garrabrant, at kgarrabrant@cdeducation.org.

*Stay connected...follow
Fisher Catholic and
Fisher Catholic High
School Alumni
on FaceBook!
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ALUMNI | Burley ('16)
Thrilling Return Home

ALUMNI | Thimmes ('97)
Named New Head
Football Coach
As a 1997 graduate of Fisher Catholic, Coach
Luke Thimmes was a member of four
football teams that collectively achieved a
35-5 regular season record (27-1 in the
league), 3 league championships, and two
playoff qualifiers - one of them a regional
finalist. Luke was Central District Defensive
Player of the Year and 1st Team All-Ohio.
While earning his undergraduate and
Master's degrees from Muskingum
University, Coach Thimmes was a three year
letter winner for the football team. Upon
graduation from Muskingum University in
2001, Coach Thimmes returned to his alma
mater with the dream of one day leading
student athletes down the IRISH Way.
Bleeding green and white, Coach Thimmes is
already planning to be successful not only
on the field, but off the field as well. Coach
Thimmes is in his 17th year as a Fisher
Catholic High School Social Studies teacher
and an assistant football coach (the past 5
years as Defensive Coordinator). Coach
Thimmes lives with his wife Sara (FC '01) in
Lancaster.

As a 2016 graduate of Fisher Catholic, Jacob
was a four-year letter winner in football and
track as well as a three-year letter winner in
basketball. In track, Jacob was a state
qualifier his sophomore year for discus,
junior year in shot put, and senior year for
both, where he placed 8th in the state meet in
shot put earning All-Ohio honors. Jacob was
also a two-time All-Ohio football player, as
well as Defensive and Overall Lineman of the
Year his senior year.
He continued his academic and athletic
careers at Cornell University, where he
focused on education. Unfortunately, his
athletic career was cut short due to a back
injury, but he did participate as an offensive
signaler as well as the football team’s
chaplain. Jacob is very excited about
his return to his alma mater as a teacher.
Jacob lives in Lancaster with his
wife Kit.
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ATHLETICS | Football
The fighting Irish football squad went 8-3 and
made the OHSAA playoffs for the second straight
year. Senior Christian Gaul entered the OHSAA
Record books by recording two safeties in one
game. Another senior, Ryan Gundelfinger, was
named as the Ernie Godfrey MSL Cardinal Hall of
Fame Player of the Year and senior, Trey
Fabrocini, was named first team All-Ohio.

ATHLETICS | Volleyball
The Irish, led by all-league and all-central
district senior Whitney Funk, finished the
season with a 15-8 overall record. In the MidState League, the ladies were 9-3. With nearly
30 girls playing this year, and the JV team
finishing with an 11-1 record in the Mid-State
league, Coach Leslie Davenport is very
optimistic about the future of the Irish
volleyball program.

ATHLETICS | Cross Country
This year was a very special year for Coach Gary Moore and the
Irish cross country team. In September, they were able to host a
meet on the grounds of Fisher Catholic for the first time in
nearly 30 years. The meet was a huge success and we are hoping
to host many more events in the years to come.
The season also featured excellent tournament performances.
The boys were team qualifiers for the OHSAA Regional Cross
Country meet. Not to be outdone, for the second consecutive
year, junior Natalie Boyden qualified individually and ran in the
state cross country meet. Boyden finished 66th in the state and
is looking to improve on that finish for next year.

