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Reducing Recidivism 
 

Nationwide over 60% of 
people return to prison within 

three years of release.

 
 
 

Less than 5% of RTA members 
return to prison.25 YEARS OF CHANGING LIVES Founded at Sing 

Sing in 1996, RTA leads a year-round creative arts 

program in New York State prisons. The RTA model 

provides an intensive, comprehensive arts program 

that builds critical life skills so that people can 

meet the challenges of connecting with family and 

community when released.

Saving Money

 
The US spends over $80 billion a year 

on incarceration.

 RTA’s proven impact on recidivism saves 
taxpayers millions of dollars each year.   

RTA helps people in prison develop 

critical life skills through the arts, 

modeling an approach to the justice 

system based on human dignity 

rather than punishment.

OUR
MISSION
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 RTA was life-changing for me. It helped me create a new 
mindset, change my perspective and let me express myself.

~Dunasha, RTA alumna“ ”
Rehabilitation Through the Arts

Breaking the 
Cycle of Incarceration

 

 

There are 1.8m people incarcerated in the US. 
Over 95% will eventually be released.

RTA members use their time productively in 
prison, and when released reconnect with their 

families and strengthen their communities, 
breaking a generational cycle. 



The U.S. prison system is 
based on punishment. The 
problem is, it doesn’t work – 
more than half of people 
released from prison are 
back within three years. 
This revolving door 
breaks down families and 
communities and costs 
taxpayers billions.  

RTA offers a better approach. 
Founded at Sing Sing in 
1996, RTA works with 
professional teaching 
artists to lead year-round 
workshops in theatre, 
dance, music, creative 
writing, and visual arts. 
The RTA model provides an 
intensive, comprehensive 
arts program that builds 
critical life skills so that 
people can meet the 
challenges of connecting 
with family and community 
when released.  

RTA demonstrates that an 
approach based on human 
dignity is vastly more 
successful than one 
based on punishment. Less 
than 5% of RTA members 
return to prison, compared 
to the national recidivism 
rate of 60%.

About RTA
Katherine Vockins 
Founder & Executive Director
Katherine Vockins founded RTA in 1996 at Sing Sing Correctional 
Facility and continues as its Executive Director. Katherine was 
awarded an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters by Purchase 
College, State University of New York for her prison work, and 
named a Huffington Post Person of the Day, a Westchester 
County Thought Leader and Chavez Day Hero.

Ricki Gold 
Deputy Director
Since she started working with RTA in 2007, Ricki Gold 
has had a central role in strategic planning, development, 
programming and operations. She holds a Master’s degree 
in Instructional Technology.

Charles Moore 
Director of Operations
Charles Moore has been involved in RTA since 2004. With a 
Bachelor’s degree in Human Services, a Master’s degree in 
Professional Studies and as an RTA alumnus, Charles over-
sees operations, including special projects. He coordinates 
member steering committees at each facility and manages 
coordination of the alumni community.

Jackie Kunhardt 
Director of Development and Communications
Jackie joined RTA in 2017 to help grow the organization’s 
development effort. She also oversees communication and 
marketing strategy as RTA expands. Prior to RTA, she worked 
at Storefront Academy Harlem and Inner-City Scholarship 
Fund in New York City. Jackie holds a Master of Divinity from 
Yale Divinity School. 

Joe Giardina 
Program Director
Joe Giardina oversees programming and teaching artists at all 
facilities in which RTA operates. Joe served as the Director of 
Education at the New Victory Theater and Theatre for a New 
Audience, and most recently, was the Managing Director at 
Gretna Theatre in PA.

Brandon Barrow 
Associate Director of Development and Communications
 Brandon Barrow supports RTA’s growing development and 
communication needs, including marketing strategy and 
social media. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Art History 
from the University of Maryland, College Park. Prior to RTA, 
she worked in the Education Department at the Walters Art 
Museum and spent several years working at fine art galleries 
in New York City. 
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Press
Take your Freedom 
The Intercept, Alice Speri, February 22, 2020

An American Revolution at Sing Sing 
Reasons to be Cheerful, Gwynne Watkins, 
November 22, 2019

I get to feel human again 
TODAY, January 29, 2019

Prisoners Show Their True Colors Through 
Art: This is Who I Really Am 
Inside Edition, Johanna Li Chung, August 20, 2018

The Power of a Theater Performance 
in Prison 
Rolling Stone, Lisa Armstrong, July 29, 2018

Cyrano Behind Bars, A prison theater  
program in New York offers hope for 
inmate rehabilitation 
The New York Times, Jesse Wegman, July 16, 2018

Maximum Security Inmates Reveal 
What Theatre Program Taught Them 
About Redemption 
Inside Edition, Johanna Li Chung, March 9, 2018
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https://theintercept.com/2020/02/22/slavery-play-prison-mass-incarceration/
https://reasonstobecheerful.world/an-american-revolution-at-sing-sing/
https://www.today.com/video/-i-get-to-feel-human-again-how-arts-programs-in-prisons-are-bringing-new-hope-to-incarcerated-individuals-1433301571505
https://www.insideedition.com/prisoners-show-their-true-colors-through-art-who-i-really-am-45998
https://www.insideedition.com/prisoners-show-their-true-colors-through-art-who-i-really-am-45998
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/the-power-of-a-theater-performance-in-prison-700406/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/the-power-of-a-theater-performance-in-prison-700406/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/15/opinion/editorials/cyrano-behind-bars.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fopinion-editorials
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/15/opinion/editorials/cyrano-behind-bars.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fopinion-editorials
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/15/opinion/editorials/cyrano-behind-bars.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fopinion-editorials
https://www.insideedition.com/maximum-security-prison-inmates-reveal-what-theater-program-taught-them-about-redemption-41345
https://www.insideedition.com/maximum-security-prison-inmates-reveal-what-theater-program-taught-them-about-redemption-41345
https://www.insideedition.com/maximum-security-prison-inmates-reveal-what-theater-program-taught-them-about-redemption-41345
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Rehabilitation Through the Arts
a program of Prison Communities International, Inc. 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 

rta-arts.org
735 Anderson Hill Road, Purchase NY 10577
914-251-7540  |  info@rta-arts.org

https://facebook.com/rtalive
https://www.facebook.com/RTAARTS
https://twitter.com/RTA_ARTS
https://twitter.com/RTA_ARTS
https://instagram.com/rta_arts/
https://www.instagram.com/rta_arts/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR_vl61ewgpg_pqbzf0t1Kg
http://rta-arts.org

