


Ellington: Back and 
Be�er than Ever

The sun is high above our heads. The sharp green grass, soft 
beneath our feet. In all its proud glory, is Duke Ellington 
School of the Arts. Strong, white pillars distinguish the 
school from its counterparts. But these superficial things 
are not what makes Duke Ellington stand out. 

What Principal Sandi Logan says makes Ellington stand out 
is the community. The fact that everyone has made the 
sacrifice to be here. “That means that there is a different 
type of love and community that other communities don’t 
have.” 

That much is true. The last school year was marked by high 
tensions between the administration and students. Outside 
media intensified these tensions, but this year? False 
information and misguided energy are out.  

Last year, as Logan said, was an experiment. Straight back 
from the pandemic, nothing was clear. It was an evaluation 
of what could and could not happen post-shutdown (the 
pandemic isn’t over). But, she says very proudly, “We know 
how to navigate the barriers. We know how to adapt.” 

Ongoing negotiations with DCPS for our school’s 
independence have brought our community strife- but it 
has also made us reconcile with who we are.  

“You think you know everything until those things are 
threatened,” she says, fresh from a meeting.  

This year is all about defining what it means to be at 
Ellington. What ground Duke Ellington stands on. What our 
community cares about. What we can do to uplift that 
community. This process of negotiation has helped us re-
establish our identity.

Welcome Back

By Moyo  Ifafore
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Duke Ellington was founded because 
Mike Malone and Peggy Cooper 
Cafritz wanted to bring an artistic 
quality to students in the city. If there 
are any students interested in testifying 
in front of the state board of 
education on public school education 
matters that impact high school 
students in DC, they should go see 
Mr. Carias and Ms. Dubose.” 

Teachers 
Corner 

Breast Cancer 
Awareness 
Month 
It's October meaning it's “Breast Cancer 
Awareness” month and our team couldn’t 
be more aware of how deeply personal the 
month of October can be for those 
surrounding us. On the Bright Side News 
just wants each of you to know that we are 
standing tall with all of you, whether you all 
have been affected directly or indirectly by 
such a terrible disease. It doesn’t matter if 
you celebrate by wearing various shades of 
pink, marching with others to raise money, 
or even support from afar. We appreciate
the effort and acknowledgment. Please be 
cautious of those around you due to the 
sensitivity that can often follow with such a 
heartfelt topic. On the Bright Side News 
encourages you all to stay strong in your 
pink, while we all work together to find a 
cure. We do have on-call support if needed, 
please reach out for more information. You 
are not alone. We love you madly! 

1



As Duke Ellington comes upon its fiftieth 
anniversary in 2024- it’s important to know what 
we want to take into the next fifty years. Is its 
toxicity? Is it fighting? Most would disagree. It’s the 
artistry, the passion, the pushing ourselves to the 
edge for the sake of our passions, that we want to 
take with us.  

So this year, there’s plenty to look forward to. 

Already, in the first half of this year, we have DC 
Music Summit- a three-day weekend for music 
industry participants, run by a Duke Ellington 
Alum- Dior Ashley Brown.  

March For The Arts, a fundraiser run by the 
Theatre Department, will remind us that the effort 
to keep the school well funded goes beyond 
negotiation with DCPS, but working with our 
community.  
The inaugural Ellington Homecoming, “For The 
Love Of Duke” will kick off this November 3rd-6th, 
and will feature a student variety show.  

We’re also kicking off a variety of clubs this year- 
GSA, Book Club, Cheerleading, Photography, and 
more! 

In the second half of the year, we’re bringing back 
Arts as Activism, which began last year. 

International Food and Games day is also expected 
to come back. It will connect the Ellington 
community with what it means to be an artist 
outside of the United States.  

This year is about building upon old Ellington 
traditions, and also, creating new ones. 

It gets colder, now. The sun is beginning to set 
earlier and earlier, and intense rehearsals are 
beginning across all departments. As summer fades 
away, one thing is certain; Ellington’s spirit won’t.  

Principal Sandi Logan
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Meet the Team

Heyy y’all my name is 
Bailey and I am a senior 
in the Museum Studies 
Department. I am the 
team leader of the 
media/photography 
group. I can’t wait for 
you guys to see what’s 
in store.

Moyo Ifafore is a senior in the 
Theatre Department. She is part 
of the writing section, and is 
looking forward to her senior 
showcase this December!

Yoooo! My name is Eric Curry 
III and I am a senior in the 
theatre department. I am also 
the Social Outreach leader 
of OTBS. I can’t wait to get 
work for y’all!

Hi my name is Sanaa! I 
am a senior in the 
dance department. I am 
one of the two chief 
editors and I handle 
the administration 
side of things and 
coordination with 
teachers and  admin on 
the logistics. 

ey my name is Jonathan 
Hobbs, I’m a senior in the 
vocal department and 
one of the Creators of 
OTBS News! I had got 
this vision from a class 
project and it went so 
well that it sparked my 
creativity and drive to 
push to make this a club! 
And here we are!!! 

Special Thanks to 
Ms. Francis for all 

the support and love!



O N  T H E  B R I G H T  
S I D E

CONTACT US:
instagram: 

@onthebrightsidenews 
desaotbsnews@gmail.com


