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For those who have tried to farm in Muskoka, I am sure you would agree that 

the area is not ideal for growing crops.  The entire area was recognized early on 

as an ideal vacation spot.  The Canada News Company purchased 244 acres 

from “Granny“ Robertson at Norway Point in 1908 on which to build a tourist 

resort.  Under the consultancy of C.O. Shaw, with the condition that a room 

always be available for him whenever he required it, the hotel was built and 

opened in 1908.  This was the place to be during the summer months.  Tragically, 

the resort burned to the ground in 1923, just 15 years after being opened, with 

the loss of 11 lives.  It was never re-built.  This new updated and expanded 

version contains 179 photos, many in colour, of maps, land title documents, post 

cards and newspaper articles that contribute to this story and it is truly a journey 

back in time to a bygone era on beautiful Lake of Bays. 
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Following are some comments from a number of people that perused the book 

before publication. 

“A thorough and fascinating account of one of the most prestigious and advanced 

summer resorts in Canada in the early twentieth century. This book details the 

rise and fall of the Wa Wa Hotel and places it firmly in its time period with details 

of the support structures that contributed to its success. The many photographs 

and supporting documentation found within give depth to the information 

provided and in many ways help to tell the story in much greater detail. For 

anyone interested in summertime Muskoka and the halcyon days of vacationing 

in the early twentieth century, this book highlights one of the reasons Muskoka 

is a healthy vacation destination.”  Sara White, Collections Co-ordinator, Muskoka 

Heritage Place. 

“Congratulations Doug.  The book is excellent and I look forward to buying a 
copy.  There were many pictures and documents I had not seen before.  The list 
of Boarding homes was fascinating.  I live on Bayview Ave and have researched 

the Bayview Inn.  It was a very small operation.  However both dwellings used 
still remain in their original character.”  Daphne Curtis, Lake of Bays author. 
 
“Doug has thoroughly researched and documented the history of the Wawa 
Hotel. The reader gets a true picture of resort life on Lake of Bays in the 1900’s 

through the narrative as well as the many pictures, copies of plans and maps. 
Despite a short time span and a tragic ending, the history of the Wawa Hotel is 
well preserved.”  Judith Mills, Lake of Bays Heritage Foundation President and 
author.   
 
“Well done.  Good research. Good presentation. Great pictures. Well worth 
reading”.  Ev Van Duuren, Retired Editor. 
 
“Doug's 2nd 'new and enhanced version' of The WA WA is a must read for all of 
us who love and cherish the history shared of our glorious Lake of Bays, 

particularly the old hotels and resorts that are sadly no longer with us.  He helps 
to bring them back to life and to ensure they are never forgotten.  Thank you 
Doug for all of your hard work so that we can all learn and hold on to the early 

days of resort life on Lake of Bays”.  Jacqueline Godard, Lake of Bays Councilor, 
Co-chair of the Lake of Bays Heritage Advisory Committee. 

 
“It is a good read, and you are very fortunate to have such a wealth of historical 

imagery to go with it.  It is great to see more imagery inside the Wa Wa, plans 
and exterior shots; it gives much more insight as to what our original Minaki Inn 
was like.” Garry Bolton, Minaki History Society and Author. 
 

Questions?  Contact Doug Cunnington, dcchowie@hotmail.com  
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