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NLTA CALLS FOR MORE CAUTIOUS APPROACH IN  
RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN 

 

St. John’s, NL... The Newfoundland and Labrador Teachers’ Association feels the province should be erring more 

on the side of caution when it comes to the reopening of schools in September.  An abundance of caution is in 

the best interests of health and safety for everyone who learns and works in our schools, and the broader school 

communities.   

“Newfoundlanders and Labradoreans have worked hard and sacrificed much to get where we are today in terms 

of COVID-19 prevalence in our province, and we should not be in a rush to gamble on that success.  As students 

and teachers prepare to re-enter our schools in just a few short weeks, a gradual relaxing of Public Health 

precautions would be the best approach,” said Trent Langdon, President of the Newfoundland and Labrador 

Teachers’ Association.  “It is less disruptive to the system to move slowly towards normal school operations and 

interactions than it is to have to re-introduce restrictions part way into the school year. I think it is fair to say that 

everyone is ‘COVID tired’ and wants to see schools, and life in general, return to normal as soon as possible. 

However, COVID-19 remains a part of our reality, and the province is still under a Public Health state of emergency.  

We should err on the side of caution, taking smaller steps and assessing how things go once we bring thousands 

of students, teachers and other staff back into our school buildings.” 

The Association continues to have concerns surrounding proper and effective school ventilation, as well as the 

inability to physically distance in many classrooms and other school spaces/areas. The commitment to developing 

a plan to address longstanding issues around school ventilation and air quality, which existed before and have 

been exacerbated by COVID-19, is overdue, but positive. The fact that the majority of the bodies in some of our 

buildings – in particular, students under 12 years of age – will not have access to COVID-19 vaccinations by 

September is concerning on its own and is heightened by the lowering or elimination of other precautions 

previously in place, including: the complete removal of masking requirements, return to regular bussing capacity, 

increased non-essential use of/access to school facilities, and return to pre-pandemic cleaning protocols.  The 

national and international rise in prevalence of the highly contagious Delta variant, which is reported to have a 

greater impact on children in terms of infection rates and disease severity, is a new and significant factor for the 

pandemic context in which our students and teachers will be returning to class, often in crowded and poorly 

ventilated environments with no capacity to maintain physical distancing. Unfortunately, there was no 

representative from Public Health available during this morning’s briefing to provide further insight into the 

decisions that were announced today. 

The NLTA was pleased to see recommendations in the return to school plan to avoid crowding in common areas 

and that there will be continued access to hand sanitizer in schools. How effective such measures can be with other 

precautions lowered or removed remains to be seen.  

“I think we can all agree that while things are really good right now in our province, COVID-19 is still very much 

with us and concerns persist for the safety of our students, teachers and other school staff,” said President Langdon.  

“I and the Association fear that the return to school plan relaxes some health and safety precautions too quickly.  

As we have said before, schools are where all of our homes, workplaces and community interactions come 

together, and we feel that a more cautious and gradual approach to easing restrictions would increase the 

likelihood of avoiding having to back-step, navigating the same situations we faced last year.” 
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