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Consumers Energy Starts Operating Covert Power Plant,
Reliably Meeting Michigan’s Energy Needs

COVERT TOWNSHIP, Mich., June 1, 2023 — Consumers Energy announced today it is now
operating the Covert Generating Station in Southwest Michigan’s Van Buren County, an
important part of its industry-leading Clean Energy Plan to meet Michigan’s energy
needs this summer and for years to come.

“Consumers Energy is doing its part to ensure a cost-effective, reliable energy
generation supply to our customers and all of Michigan by welcoming the latest power
plant into our generation fleet,” said Tim Sparks, Consumers Energy's vice president of
electric supply. “Covert will supply reliable electricity to meet Michigan’s needs 24/7
and support clean energy sources like wind and solar that we will continue to add.”

Consumers Energy purchased the 1,200-megawatt, natural gas-fired Covert plant,
which can produce enough energy to power over 1 million Michigan homes. Covert
began operating in 2004. Adding the plant to Consumers Energy’s portfolio adds
affordable, reliable power generation without creating new greenhouse gas emissions.

The Covert plant’s 29 workers are expected to become Consumers Energy employees
as the transition proceeds.

Consumers Energy recently released its energy forecast for this summer, helping to
assure that Michigan has an ample energy supply for nearly 2 milion homes and
businesses. Covert joins two other natural gas plants in Zeeland and Jackson, along with
coal, hydroelectric, pumped storage, wind and solar energy sources that will serve
customers as temperatures rise and air conditioners turn on.

That energy mix will continue to be cleaner and more affordable. Consumers Energy
will close its final coal-burning power plants by mid-2025. Over 60 percent of the power
the company will provide customers will be sourced from renewable energy and help
customers save an estimated $600 million through 2040.

"We appreciate that our customers count on us around the clock to power their lives. By
adding the Covert plant, we can keep adding wind and solar energy while ensuring we
meet the day-to-day needs of our neighbors,” Sparks said.

Consumers Energy, Michigan’s largest energy provider, is the principal subsidiary of CMS
Energy (NYSE: CMS), providing natural gas and/or electricity to 6.7 million of the state’s
10 million residents in all 68 Lower Peninsula counties.
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https://www.consumersenergy.com/company/clean-energy?utm_campaign=force-of-change&utm_source=change&utm_medium=vanity-url&utm_content=change
https://www.consumersenergy.com/news-releases/news-release-details/2023/05/17/12/35/summer-forecast-as-temperatures-rise-consumers-energy-fully-prepared-to-meet-michigans-energy-needs

For more information about Consumers Energy, go to ConsumersEnergy.com.
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