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[Date]
RE: Opposition to SB 562 –  Protect California’s Small Businesses
Committee Members,
I am writing to express my strong opposition to SB 562, a bill that, if enacted, would have a devastating impact on California’s bail bond industry and the many small business agencies.  While I appreciate the intent behind ensuring fairness in the pretrial process, the bill’s current language undermines the viability of our profession and the legal infrastructure that depends on it.
As a long-standing business owner and licensed bail agent in California, I work closely with families and individuals during some of the most difficult moments of their lives. SB 562 would require bail bond licensees to refund the full amount paid by our client if no charges are filed — minus a capped 20% surcharge. This fundamentally alters the nature of the contractual agreement between a bail agency and its clients and places an unsustainable financial burden on businesses like mine.
This bill will also add to the number of judicial cost due to additional proceedings.  Judges will have to hold hearings to return premiums on cases that more than like are delayed in filing due to the shortfall of Assist District Attorney throughout our state.
This bill:
· Ignores the operational costs incurred by bail agents regardless of whether charges are filed;
· Creates uncertainty that could drive businesses out of business or force closures;
· Cause an increase in pretrial inmates in county jails across the state as agent become selective.
· Disincentivizes service in cases where outcomes are uncertain — often the very cases where people most need access to bail.
Bail bond businesses are essential to a fair and accessible judicial process. We ensure people have the opportunity to prepare their defense while maintaining public safety and court accountability. Stripping the industry of its economic viability will lead to fewer options for families and more stress on an already overburdened pretrial system.
I urge you to reconsider SB 562 in its current form and work with stakeholders in the bail industry to develop amendments that both protect consumers and allow businesses to operate sustainably.
Thank you for your time and consideration. I would welcome the opportunity to speak with you or your staff further about how this legislation affects your constituents and the broader community.
Respectfully,
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