
Not only does the exterior of your home 

add value to your home, but it’s also the first 

picture potential home buyers see when you 

list your home for sale.  Here are a few ways to 

enhance the curb appeal of your home with 

some elbow grease, and without spending a 

lot of money. 

 

Clean Up:  Sometimes it’s obvious that you need to 
dedicate a weekend to cleaning up the exterior of your 
home.  

 • Trim bushes • Plant Flowers

 • Weed • Mow the Lawn

 • Rake leaves • Sweep sidewalks

But, to do the “deep cleaning,” you may want to rent a 
power washer that can clean the sidewalks and the siding 
of the home to remove the dirt and dust, and the mildew 
from vinyl siding.   

Windows: Next, focus on the windows.  Clean them inside 
and out.  You don’t have to buy expensive glass cleaner 
liquid, just use a mix of diluted detergent and vinegar in 
warm water. (Google to find several low-cost window 
cleaning solutions that you can make at home.)   Instead of 
paper towels, use newspapers to dry the windows.   

Paint: Instead of painting the entire exterior of your home, 
focus on the trim, shutters and doors.  Focus on accent 
colors that will make your windows and doors “pop.”  

Front Door: No need to replace it (unless you really hate 
it).  You may want to repaint it.  If it’s a wooden door, you 
may want to consider stripping off the old finish, staining 
it with a wood stain color and sealing it with a clear finish.  

• Consider adding molding around the doorframe to 
make the front door seem bigger. 

• Replace your house numbers to make them more 
noticeable—which may cost you about $5 per number. 

• Add a wreath or hang seasonal decorations on or near 
your door to give it that homey feeling. 

Update Outside Light Fixtures: You could clean the 
glass and remove the bugs that accumulate there.  Another 
option is to replace the light fixtures—especially if the 
metal is pitted and dull.   You can usually find sconces at 
a variety of price points at home centers or online.  Make 
sure that the new fixtures have the same mounting system 
or you’ll spend $$ hiring an electrician.   If you don’t want to 
replace them, buy some spray paint and paint them black, 
aluminum, bronze, or an accent color.  

Patio Furniture:  If you have a front porch and want to 
use some patio furniture, minimize the amount you place 
there.  Too much furniture makes it look crowded.  Replace 
faded cushions or pillows with colorful ones that accent 
your house.  

Some additional updates to consider:
• Install a new mailbox or paint your existing one

• Plant a tree or ornamental bush

• Strategically place flower boxes or potted flowers on 
your porch or around your home

• Hide your trash bins behind a small fence or build a 
garbage can shed

• Hide your hose in a pot or storage bench

• Remove “yard art” that does not complement your 
home (think pink flamingos or windsocks).  

Vinyl siding needs cleaning from time to time to remove dirt 
and grime. In humid climates vinyl siding may also develop 
mold or mildew, which should be removed.

Cleaning instructions are usually available from the vinyl 
siding manufacturer, and are often found on the siding 
warranty. If instructions aren’t available, or you’re not sure 
what brand of siding you have, follow the procedure below 
to clean your vinyl siding.

Remove Dirt from Vinyl Siding:  Hosing down vinyl 
siding with a garden hose equipped with a spray nozzle or 
a pressure washer set on a medium spray pattern is often 
enough to remove dirt and grime. When hosing down or 
pressure washing vinyl siding:

• Make sure the pressure washer spray pattern is wide 
enough to prevent damage to the siding, and keep the 
nozzle moving.

• Start washing at the bottom and work your way up; then 
rinse from the top, working your way down.

• To prevent water from running behind the siding, spray 
even with or down on the siding, and spray in the 
direction of the overlapped joints.

Cleaning Solution for Vinyl Siding:  If the vinyl 
siding needs additional cleaning, add special cleaning 
solution to a pressure washer, or mix up the following in a 
bucket to use to clean by hand:

• 1 gallon water

• 1/3 cup powered laundry detergent

• 2/3 cup TSP (trisodium phosphate) cleaner

Dip a long handled, soft bristle, car cleaning brush in the 
solution; and scrub the vinyl siding gently starting at the 
bottom and working your way up. Follow by rinsing off the 
cleaning solution with a garden hose, starting at the top and 
working your way down.

Remove Mold and Mildew from Vinyl Siding: 
To kill mold and mildew on vinyl siding, apply a mold and 
mildew remover, such as Wet & Forget Outdoor.

You can also use bleach to treat mold and mildew on vinyl 
siding by adding one quart of household bleach to each 
gallon of the cleaning solution above, then:

1. Wet down any plants near the house, and/or cover them 
with plastic sheeting to prevent damage from bleach. 
Covering plants with plastic on a sunny day may cause 
damage from overheating, so remove the plastic as soon 
as possible.

2. Use a pump up sprayer to wet the siding down with the 
diluted bleach/cleaning solution, working from bottom 
to top.

3. Allow the bleach solution to remain on the siding for 10 
minutes or so.

4. Scrub the siding from bottom to top with a long handled, 
soft bristle brush.

5. Rinse the bleach solution off the siding from top to 
bottom with a garden hose.

CAUTION: Wear rubber gloves, long sleeve shirt, long 
pants, and goggles when working with strong chemical 
cleaners such as TSP and bleach. Follow the instructions 
on cleaning products carefully. Do not mix bleach with 
cleaners that contain ammonia, vinegar, or any cleaner that 
says it should not be mixed with bleach, since it can cause a 
chemical reaction and release poisonous chlorine gas.

Good luck! 
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