
A recent article by an appraiser contained this 

bottom line: “Good landscape can add value to your 

home, and if you are planning to sell, it can reduce 

the number of days the home is on the market.”
 
It’s called “curb appeal” and it’s the way your home makes 
a great first impression. While landscaping usually refers to 
trees, shrubs and flowers, it also includes yard decor – arbors, 
fire pits, patios, decks, ponds, swimming pools and outdoor 
lighting.

Consider the following when determining how your landscape 
adds or detracts from your property: 

• The landscape at the front and sides of the home should be 
attractive, well maintained and provide a welcoming frame.   

• Plants, shrubs and flowers should be appropriate for the 
zone and amount of sun, and require normal maintenance 
and water.  Proper plants actually reduce maintenance 
costs - a benefit for any homeowner.

• Having the right shrubs and trees can screen the house 
from a busy street and soften the impact of noise. Plantings 
can provide privacy from neighbors without shutting out 
friendliness. 

• A shade tree on the south side of your home is valuable 

because it blocks sunlight in the summer and can lower the 
inside temperature by as much as ten degrees. Evergreens 
and shrubs can save energy when planted on the on the 
side of the house facing prevailing winds. In winter, they act 
as a windscreen to reduce heat loss.

• Trees must be planted a safe distance from  your home to 
prevent cracking the foundation. 

• A good layer of mulch makes the landscape pop and keeps 
weeds under control.

 

• Concrete sidewalks, patios or fire pits should be in good 
repair. 

 
Sensible, effective landscaping beautifies your home and can 
even lower even your utility bills - things that earn points with 
appraisers. 
 
To spruce up the landscape around your home, consider hiring 
a professional or visit with the proprietors of a local garden 
shop.  Big box stores typically have knowledgeable associates 
in their garden centers as well. 
 
Contributing your own elbow-grease by trimming the shrubs 
and trees, power-washing the concrete or siding, and making 
sure the windows shine inside and out are all a small price to 
pay to increase the appeal of your home! 

Sellers, listen up!
Curb Appeal Adds Value to Your Home


