
  

SANDRA LEE CARL 
NOMINEE FOR THE NFRW PATRIOT AWARD 

BY MOORE REPUBLICAN WOMEN (NC) 
 
Sandra Lee “Sandi” Carl was born in Honolulu, Hawaii to her first generation Asian-American mother and her 
American father, who at the time was serving in the Coast Guard and was present when Pearl Harbor was 
attacked. Her love for her country was instilled at a young age by her parents, who appreciated and served our 
great nation. 
 
Sandi met Bill, her husband-to-be in Hawaii where they were both in high school. After their marriage in 1963, 
Sandi served as a military wife for 28 years, moving 21 times with Thailand as her farthest, most exotic home. 
 

Sandi Carl's love for America and our military personnel is unparalleled. At Moore Republican Women (MRW), 
she has been the cornerstone of our club military outreach since 2013, serving as Chair of the Americanism 
Committee since 2015.  
 
Honoring our nation's flag, both in her own community and in our county, and supporting the military and 
their families, has been Sandi's goal for years. Because of her outstanding work to promote Americanism, 
Sandi Carl was named as Chair for the America250 year-long celebrations by Moore Republican Women. 
 
The North Carolina Federation of Republican Women chose Sandi as the Chair of its America250 committee to 
engage others across North Carolina, especially youngsters, in activities that celebrate our nation, honor our 
heritage, foster patriotism and service toward others, and share love of America and our flag. 
 
In 2014, Sandi introduced the MRW membership to Military Missions in Action (MMIA) and the Ft. Bragg 
Family Assistance Office, from which many of the projects stemmed. As co-chair of our Caring for America 
committee, Sandi ensures that our ongoing membership-wide projects benefit our troops, veterans and their 
families. In addition, Sandi has served as a poll worker since 2014 and is active in elections via telephone, 
letter-writing and door-knocking campaigns.  
 
In short, Sandi Carl embodies Americanism and is an excellent candidate for the NFRW’s American Patriot 
Award. She loves our country, promotes patriotism through displays of the American flag, and works diligently 
to show our military personnel – current, veteran and deceased – that we honor their service and are there to 
support them. 
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PROJECTS: 
Following are some of the ongoing projects that over many years Sandi has either initiated herself or is 
instrumental in supporting, not just with dollars but with long hours, years of hard work and a caring heart.  
 
HOMETOWN FLAGS 
 
Sandi felt it was important for her own neighborhood in Seven Lakes, NC, to show their love for America. So 
she solicited donations from her friends and neighbors to purchase our beautiful American flags to display on 
every street in this fairly large community. The flags are displayed every Memorial Day, July 4th, and Veterans 
Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIELD OF HONOR  
 
In 2016, as Sandi and her husband were walking among the numerous American Flags displayed in honor of 
the fallen at the Special Forces and Airborne Museum at Ft. Bragg, NC, she dreamed of a display honoring our 
veterans in Moore County.   
 
With the encouragement of the Vietnam Veterans Association, Sandi secured sponsorships from families of 
veterans who wanted to honor loved ones by purchasing flags to be displayed in what she envisioned as a 
“Field of Honor,” to be held on Veterans Day weekend.  Our own club, Moore Republican Women, sponsored 
the service flags that represent each branch of the military. 
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This “Field of Honor" patriotic ceremony included a color guard from Union Pines High School ROTC, which 
performed the Posting of the Colors. As each loved one’s name was read, a brass bell was rung, echoing in the 
solemn silence.  Sandi’s dream had come true, and it was very moving experience for all who attended. 
 
Since then, the "Field of Honor" is an annual event, and the number of flags has grown. The ceremony is 
repeated as more and more families attend - and it is a breathtaking sight to see on Veterans Day as you 
approach the Field or drive by on the major road nearby.  
 
 

 
 
 
MILITARY MISSIONS IN ACTION  
In 2013, Sandi introduced Moore Republican Women to Military Missions in Action (MMIA), founded in 2008 
and dedicated to assisting veterans with disabilities, homeless veterans, and members of the Armed Forces 
and their families. Her strong leadership has MRW involved in the following activities: 
 

 FILL THE FOOTLOCKER:  Sandi coordinates "Fill the Footlocker," an MMIA project, several times a year. 
With the help of the women at Moore Republican Women, she collects thousands of pounds of food 
items like protein bars, drink mixes, cookies, chips, pretzels and other snacks, together with underwear, 
socks, sunscreen, insect spray, and personal hygiene items for our deployed troops, wherever they are 
serving. She then packs and ships the collected goods to our troops around the world. 
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 HOMES FOR HEALING - Providing Essential Furnishings for Success. MMIA provides household goods 
and new or gently used furniture to formerly homeless veterans. Sandi Carl is a leader among a core 
group of MMIA volunteers who focus their efforts and time on this program. They pick up donations, 
deliver needed items to veterans and ensure that donated appliances and furniture are fully functional 
and in good condition. Any donated items that are not suitable for small apartments are sold, allowing 
MMIA to purchase items to complete the veteran's home, such as a new mattress or bathroom 
supplies. Additionally, Sandi collects bedding, clothing and toiletries and prepares backpacks for local 
homeless veterans who live “rough.” 
 

 OPERATION RESCUE CHRISTMAS - Every Christmas, Sandi manages MRW's toy donations to low-
income military and veteran families based at Fort Bragg in Fayetteville. Members donate toys, gift 
cards from department or grocery stores, and monetary donations. Sandi and her team wrap the gifts 
and have a celebration for families at the base. 
 

 MMIA GALA:  Sandi was a member of the team that founded the annual MMIA Black Tie Gala, which 
has been held in 2024 and 2025 in Pinehurst, NC.  She secured sponsorships and was instrumental in 
promoting the event. In 2024, the Gala raised $34,000, and in 2025, it raised $50,000. These funds gave 
MMIA a great boost to be able to continue their outreach projects. 

 
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD SOUTHERN PINES 

In addition to the generous donations to Samaritan's Purse, we collected six large bags of 
snacks for the US Army Reserve Armory on Morganton Road. The Unit was up in the 
mountains conducting Rescue and Recovery operations. Sgt. Melvin said he has gone to 
every hurricane since 2002 and has never seen anything like the destruction. He thanked 
us for the snacks, which were enjoyed when the unit returned.  
 
 

SANDHILLS COMMUNITY COLLEGE VETERANS SERVICES LOUNGE:   
When Sandhills Community College created a Veterans Services Lounge for its 350 veterans and military-
connected students, Sandi jumped right in and collected donations to purchase cases of snacks, candy, cookies 
and soft drinks for the veterans in the Lounge. Her strong efforts have turned it into a welcoming place for vets 
to do homework and study, while grabbing a bite to eat. 
 
SEVEN LAKES AND SANDHILLS VETERANS CEMETERY WREATH PROJECTS: 
Sandi Carl recognized that in her local cemetery, veteran's graves were overlooked in the Wreaths Across 
America Christmas wreath project, so she spearheaded bringing MRW members there, and now that location 
is fully covered. For many years Sandi has led our efforts at the large veteran's cemetery near Fort Bragg, NC. 

 
THANKSGIVING BASKETS:   
Sandi gathers Thanksgiving food items and Food Lion grocery gift cards donated by members of the Moore 
Republican Women’s Club for elderly, disabled or financially vulnerable veterans in our community. She 
decorates and fills the baskets, which are delivered throughout Moore County by MRW members. 
 
EASTER BASKETS:   
Parishioners from Sacred Heart Church in Pinehurst, NC, donate Easter Baskets to elderly needy veterans, as 
well as donating prayer shawls and lap shawls. Sandi Carl picks them up from the Church and delivers them to 
elderly and disabled veterans. 
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DOCUMENTATION: 
 

Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. 

CATHY KEISTER SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE AWARD 
 
In 2018, Sandi Carl was nominated by The Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 966 to receive this award.   
Sandi has been a member of this VVA Chapter since its founding in 2006, serving in various offices. 
 
The requirements for an individual to receive this award are:  
 

 Display a talent for or dedication to mentoring, educating, or inspiring others.  
 Be an excellent leader or someone who others commonly follow in the planning and executing 

of charitable projects or events or display leadership qualities that inspire others.  
 Be in the forefront of organizing and/or participating in the service and good works within their 

AVVA state, AVVA chapter, or within their community.  
 Be a member, in good standing, of AVVA, with no disciplinary actions pending against them.  
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HOMETOWN FLAGS 
 
Video of neighborhood flags: 

 
 
FIELD OF HONOR 
 

 
VIETNAM VETERAN AT THE FIELD OF HONOR 
 
MILITARY MISSIONS IN ACTION 
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ITEMS DONATED BY MRW MEMBERS 

 
MEMBERS ASSEMBLING THE BOXES 
 

 
MORE DONATIONS 
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SANDHILLS COMMUNITY COLLEGE VETERANS SERVICES LOUNGE:   
 

 
 

 
BACKPACKS FOR HOMELESS VETERANS 
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SANDHILLS VETERANS CEMETERY: 
 

 
WREATHS AT CHRISTMAS 
 
 
EASTER BASKETS FROM SACRED HEART CHURCH 
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OTHER COMMUNITY EVENTS: 
 

 
2024 ELECTION LETTER-WRITING CAMPAIGN: 
Sandi Carl (third from left) writing letters to Republican voters who never vote. The club wrote to 5,500 voters. 
 

 
MOORE COUNTY POLITCAL RALLY 
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QUILT OF VALOR 
Yeoman 1stClass Vivian Cunningham in her home in 
Pinehurst with her son and friends attending.  She was in 
the service for 2 ½ years during WWII... in an office in 
Wisconsin, and this was 1 week before her 100thbirthday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
HOMES FOR HEROES GROUNDBREAKING 
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WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S 
 

 
MEMORIAL DAY WREATH LAYING AT VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL 
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MOORE RW NEWSLETTERS (WWW.MRWNC.ORG) 
 
JANUARY 2024 
 

 
(L to R: Sandi Carl, Lou Runyan, Bruce Runyan, Lisa Sheridan) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 19 

FEBRUARY 2024 
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MARCH 2024 
 

 
 
MAY 2024 
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JUNE 2024 
 

 
 
AUGUST 2024 
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SEPTEMBER 2024 
 

 
 
OCTOBER 2024 
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OCTOBER 2024 - SECOND EDITION 
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NOVEMBER 2024 
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DECEMBER 2024 
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FEBRUARY 2025 - FIRST & SECOND EDITIONS 
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APRIL 2025 
 

 
 
MAY 2025 
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JUNE 2025 
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COOPERATION: 
 
Letter from Charli Thyne, President Moore Republican Women 
 
Letter from Military Missions in Action 
 
Letter from Sandhills Community College 
 
Letter from Vietnam Veterans Post 966 CSM Hall 
 
Letter from Joan Ward of Sacred Heart Church 
 
MRW Certificate from MMIA 
 
MRW Donation to MMIA 


