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By Susan Kressly, MD, FAAP, president of the American
Academy of Pediatrics

“The American Academy of Pediatrics is deeply
troubled and alarmed by Secretary Kennedy’s mass
firing of all 17 experts on the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices. This unprecedented action,
against the backdrop of contradictory announcements
from the Administration in recent days about vaccines,
will cause even more confusion and uncertainty for
families. 

“We are witnessing an escalating effort by the
Administration to silence independent medical
expertise and stoke distrust in lifesaving vaccines.
Creating confusion around proven vaccines endangers
families' health and contributes to the spread of
preventable diseases. This move undermines the trust
pediatricians have built over decades with our patients
and leaves us without critical scientific expertise we
rely on.
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Children and families must be able to access the
immunizations they need to stay healthy. Our vaccine
infrastructure must include this critical step of
nonpartisan, expert review and discussion of the
science and clinical recommendations for individual
vaccines. Families and children will be the ones to pay
the price for this decision.” 

### 

The American Academy of Pediatrics is an organization of
67,000 primary care pediatricians, pediatric medical
subspecialists and pediatric surgical specialists dedicated to
the health, safety and well-being of infants, children,
adolescents and young adults.
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