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DATE: Nov. 11, 2021 
TO: Becky Orff, Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (IFW) 
FROM: Maine Forest Products Council 
RE:  Chapter 29 – Species of Special Concern 
 
The Council appreciates the work done to date with IFW in creating a structured 
definition of the Species of Special Concern category. Our wildlife committee has 
reviewed the rules and our remaining concerns center around the process of se-
lecting species and who decides what species make it on the list. 

The rule states “Species of Special Concern” are defined by 12 MRSA §10001 
and used by the Department for planning and informational purposes, including 
when providing recommendations and advice on land use activities.”  

The Species of Special Concern rulemaking is important, but the advisory and 
regulatory nature of the list needs to include a process to ensure a balanced pub-
lic, landowner and scientific approach, including: 

Although we acknowledge that the SSC list should not require legislative ap-
proval, we think there needs to be a process of peer review or an advisory com-
mittee and a public posting of the scientific rationale for listing the species. The 
process needs to be transparent and accountable and defined by rule.  

The advisory committee structure has been used successfully by the department in 
preparing the Wildlife Action Plan and we think representatives of the landowner 
community should be included members.  

References to the ESA listing handbook provide some listing criteria. But IFW 
should share the data and analysis for each species before listing them. Each pro-
posed listing should be subject to public comment and preferably reviewed by an 
advisory committee before final listing.  

We also believe the list should be reviewed regularly for new available data. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments and would be glad to discuss 
any questions you may have.  

Sincerely, 

 
Executive Director 
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