
 
 

November 12, 2020 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

For the past 36 years, the Kennebec Garden Club has decorated the Blaine House for the holiday season, 

expertly making it festive and joyous. Sadly, due to COVID-19, this tradition must be put on hold this 

year. While the house may not be festooned, we saw it as an opportunity to create something new, to 

“pivot” as has so become our norm. Working with DACF and the Maine Christmas Tree Organization, we 

have decided to “host” an outdoor Festival of Trees in the circle drive, directly across from the State 

House. The theme for this year is: 

 

A Celebration of Resilience – the beauty of the natural recourses of our state from the Mountains to the 

Woods to the Rivers to the Sea to the Farmlands to the Maine People. 

 

We are asking your organization/agency to consider decorating one of the trees to reflect your mission and 

celebrate the theme of resilience. We will set up the trees the week after Thanksgiving and the they will 

be up through December (weather dependent). We are still figuring out public viewing with the hopes of 

some free ticketed tours the first two weekends of December, but the science and the virus will inform 

that decision. Regardless, the trees (and some surprise guests) will be visible from the street so folks 

walking and driving by can enjoy the festive scene. Please see details below and contact Blaine House 

Director, Leslie Oster, at leslie.oster@maine.gov for further instructions on participation and other 

questions. 

 

DETAILS: 

• Trees & tree stands provided and will be between 7 – 10 feet. 

• Set up from Monday, November 30 – Thursday, December 3rd 

• Take down date – TBD, trees will be mulched 

• Please use compostable, recyclable or repurposed materials to decorate your tree (with the 

exception of lights which should be LED) 

• BE CREATIVE!!! 

• Please consider the elements as the trees will be outside – securely fastened decorations, 

etc.  

• A program will be printed acknowledging your participation/organization/inspiration. 

 

We look forward to you taking part in this celebration of Maine’s majestic bounty in the Holiday Season! 

 

 
        Governor Janet T. Mills 
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