United Way of Lake County: The Power of Giving Local 
United Way of Lake County (UWLC) is the only organization uniquely dedicated to improving lives right here in our community, filling critical gaps in need so that no one  struggling stands alone without a place to turn. Whether it’s providing formula to nourish hungry babies, educational support so no child falls behind, a safe haven for survivors of domestic violence, shelter for those with nowhere else to turn, or medical and mental health care for those who would otherwise go without—UWLC is there. Whatever causes speak to your heart, your gift to UWLC directly supports your local neighbors in need, offering hope, stability, and a brighter future for all.

33rd Annual Feed Lake County: Startling Statistics on Hunger
UWLC has been at the forefront of the fight against hunger in our community for the last 32 years, and their 33rd Annual Feed Lake County Food Drive & Fundraiser is going on now. According to UWLC, the statistics on hunger are staggering:
· 29,150 (12.6%) Lake County residents are estimated to be living with food insecurity, a 28% increase over the prior year.
· 7,140 (15.7%) children in Lake County are estimated to be living with food insecurity, a 42% increase over the prior year.
· 4,254% (8.7%) of seniors in Lake County are estimated to be living with food insecurity, a 23% increase over the prior year.
· Lifeline Inc's 2-1-1 help referral service reports that 5,538 inquiries were received in 2024 from residents requesting food assistance, which is a 69% increase over 2021.  
 
If the need isn’t clear, consider this:  36% of Lake County households struggle to afford basic needs. This includes low-income workers who make up a stark 25%, and the 11% who live in poverty. You can find more details on this crisis and hunger in Lake County on UWLC’s website.  
As we continue to face rising hunger rates in our community, Dione DeMitro, President & CEO of United Way of Lake County, reminds us that, “No one should have to wonder where their next meal will come from, yet hunger is a growing reality for thousands of our neighbors—including children, seniors, and hardworking families. Through our Feed Lake County food drive and fundraiser, we have the power to change that. Every donation, no matter the size, helps fill empty plates and bring hope to those struggling. Please join us in making a real difference.”

How You Can Help
Last year UWLC, with the support of community and partners, provided 1,892 cans of baby formula to those unable to feed their infants, and a total of $125,671 in food was put on the tables of those suffering from hunger. 
While UWLC accepts food donations year-round, they rally our community every spring to help make a difference in the fight against hunger. Below are a few ways you can make a difference right now:
· Double the Impact of Your Gift Now at uwlc.org/give! Thanks to Buyers Products Company, all monetary donations made by March 31, 2025 will be doubled, up to $25,000 total! This means your contribution will have twice the impact in feeding families, helping children thrive, and ensuring seniors don’t go hungry.
· Organize a Food Drive: Collect food and/or funds to donate to UWLC. To get started, contact David Whittaker at dwhittaker@uwlc.org or call 440.639.1203.
· Volunteer: If you or someone you know is interested in helping sort food items email volunteer@uwlc.org or call Jen Smyser at 440.639.1286.
Complete details on how you can help can be found here. 




