
Pastor Scott on Worship 
 
Thanks for tuning into this edition of our newsletter. Today I want to talk a little bit 
about worship. In the next few weeks as we celebrate Holy week and Easter, 
worship will certainly be in the forefront of our minds. Worship is something we 
do a lot - in fact every Sunday and often in between those times - we worship. In 
a lot of ways worship as an event, as a worship service, is an experience of the 
resurrection. In fact every Sunday is what sometimes people call a 'Little Easter'; 
every Sunday morning we give thanks to God for Jesus Christ and for the 
celebration of His ministry, His death and His resurrection.  Easter is, of course, 
the Sunday we celebrate that specific moment. Worship is also more than an 
event; it's also an attitude of the heart. 
 
Worship is noun - it's an event, a worship service.  Worship is also a verb - it's a 
disposition of the heart and a way in which we participate. Understanding 
worship in those two ways helps us understand the point of worship. On one 
level it is to worship God - our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.  It is to put 
ourselves in the presence of God through the elements of worship that lead us 
there - prayer, music, exposition of the scriptures and being with people.  It helps 
us navigate; it reorients us in terms of our lives.  It puts God at the very beginning 
and the very center of our lives.  Everything we do in worship tries to set up the 
geography between where God is and where we are.  There is clearly 
relationship there; but God is the one to be worshiped and we submit ourselves 
to that, offer ourselves to that and participate with God in that. So part of worship 
is that reorienting of our lives.    
 
Another element of worship is that it inspires us, it trains us and it gives us 
language for life.  When we read the scriptures, when we hear the scriptures, 
when we take a part of them into our lives, when we know those songs and their 
deep meaning grasps us inside - those things change who we are - they help 
form us over time.  In that way, worship is an experience that prepares for us for 
ministry and discipleship outside the walls of the church. 
 
Worship then is not an end to itself.  It's a layer of meaning.  In that time in which 
we celebrate in the sanctuary or some other place where we worship God, He is 
also forming us in a way that leads our worship and continues our worship in our 
daily life. Now we don't always think about that.  Sometimes we categorize things 
pretty strictly between Sunday and Monday; and yet so many of the people, the 
saints of the church, the people of the faith, have really experienced that worship 
is a continual experience.  Worship keeps going.  Brother Lawrence, the famous 
monk, talked about washing pots and pans as being a deeply worshipful and 
spiritual experience.   
 
I wonder if that could be your life?  Consider what you do between Monday and 
Saturday. Do you look at that as an opportunity for worship?  Now, it might not 
have an organ playing your soundtrack through all of those days, but do you 



experience your day-to-day life as opportunity for worship? Perhaps that's the 
way to look at it.  The Sunday begins our worship and it doesn't end until we start 
again the next Sunday; our experience of worship continues through the week.  
In some ways maybe that's a helpful thing to remember during Lent; that all of 
the ways we're trying to look for God during the 40 days of Good News is a 
reminder that ultimately we're trying to do as Thessalonians says, 'pray without 
easing' - praying without ceasing.  So as we continue these last few weeks of 
Lent and as we move into Easter my hope is you will experience worship not as 
just 60 minutes of your week but as the 60 minutes that starts your week - your 
week's worth of worship.  Worship truly is Central to Life and as we move toward 
Holy week and Easter I hope that you'll engage in the many opportunities for 
worship that we will be offering. 
 
Thanks again for tuning in and once again remember - Worship is Central to Life.  
Pastor Scott Sharp	


