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Matt Akridge & Jessica Harvey, Bess (3), Hank & Kate (1) 

Both Matt and Jessica are native Kentuckians who’ve called DC home since 2016. Matt works on budget 

policy at HHS, and Jessica is an attorney at DOJ. The Harvey-Akridge kiddos are Bess, who just turned 

three, and Hank and Kate, who just turned one. Their house is usually happy and always sticky, for one 

reason or another.  

 

Christopher Taylor Anderson  

Taylor was born in Atlanta, Georgia, but grew up in London, England. He was baptized at Christchurch in 

Exeter, New Hampshire on July 19, 1987, and confirmed on April 27, 2013, at The Cathedral Church of 

Saint Paul in Boston, Massachusetts. He most recently worshiped at Trinity Church in Concord, 

Massachusetts, and currently lives in the Navy Yard neighborhood of Washington, DC. 

 

Jeff Chase, Eleanor Chase (4) 

 

Nicole Coomber, Tony (11), Gus (9), Lucien & Cassius (7) 

Nicole was born in Denver, Colorado, but grew up in Orlando, Florida. She was baptized and confirmed at 

the Easter Vigil at Good Shepherd Parish in Tennessee at the age of 20. She is married to Robert 

Coomber, and together they have four children: Anthony (Tony), Augustin (Gus), Lucien, and Cassius. 

They most recently worshiped at Holy Name Parish, and live in the Kingman Park neighborhood of 

Washington, DC.  

 

Lee Davis, Amzi (7)  

Lee and Jen Davis and their daughter, Amzi, live on Capitol Hill. Lee is a corporate attorney with Baker 

Botts and Amzi is a student at Watkins Elementary. Jen coordinates clinical trials for new medications 

and is pursuing a PhD in clinical research at GW.  Lee also maintains an active immigration pro bono 

practice. He serves on the board of CAIR Coalition, an immigration non-profit, and on the diocesan 

Constitution & Canons Committee.  

 

Chris Farrar 

Chris is a Little Rock, Arkansas, native but has lived in the DC area for 10+ years now. A cradle 

Episcopalian, he grew up in Episcopalian schools and attended the University of the South for 

undergraduate, where he served as a sacristan and thurifer. He currently works for the United Nations 

Refugee Agency serving as the High Commissioner's liaison to the U.S. Congress.  

 

Shannon Firth 

 

Lauren Hewell 

Lauren is from Austin, Texas. She was a member of Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church in Austin until 

she moved to DC to start her undergrad degree at George Washington University. She graduated in 

January 2022, moved to the Capitol Hill neighborhood in August, and now works in the educational travel 

industry.  

 

Jill & Kyle Jacobs 



 

Jill grew up in Monroe, Louisiana, and Kyle was born and raised in Huntsville, Alabama. They met while 

attending college in Nashville, Tennessee. Kyle and Jill are expecting a baby girl in March 2023. Jill 

enjoys embroidering and playing video games, and Kyle likes reading and playing music. 

 

Lauren and Gentry Kowall 

The Kowalls live just north of Eastern Market in Capitol Hill. Lauren grew up in Rockland County, New 

York, and moved to DC 11 years ago to pursue a career in commercial real estate. Gentry grew up in 

Stafford, Virginia, moved to DC in 2007 for college, and is now an architect in Georgetown. They married 

in Navy Yard in 2018. You can find Lauren and Gentry with their dog, Chip, walking every morning at 

Congressional Cemetery, which is owned by Christ Church.  

 

Karen Kucik 

Karen was born at Camp Gordon, Georgia, two weeks before her dad shipped overseas to help General 

Patton win the Second World War.  She & her mom returned to New Orleans to live with grandparents, 

and she was steeped in New Orleans culture -- red beans and rice on Monday, jazz funerals, Jesus baby 

dolls hidden in King Cakes, as well as hateful segregation and pretentious debutante balls. New Orleans 

remained her home for college and Tulane Law School, but the day after she was admitted to the 

Louisiana State Bar, she drove her  VW bug to Washington, D.C., and began working as an attorney for 

the Federal Government.  She joined St. Mark's Episcopal Church, the first of several church homes as life 

changes moved Karen and her two fabulous children around the DMV.  After her divorce, Vienna, VA, was 

home, and the Church of the Holy Comforter was where Peter (now an attorney, like his dad and mom) 

and Amanda (now an Episcopal priest and the rector of a wonderful church in York, S.C.) became 

Episcopalians. Karen moved back into the District of Columbia to be closer to her son and caring 

daughter-in-law.  

 

Eleanor & Kyle McWaters 

Eleanor is from Richmond, VA, and Kyle is from New Orleans, LA, originally. We both have been in D.C. 

for a while, most recently living in Logan Circle before moving to Eastern Market. We are expecting our 

first child (a boy) in March.  

 

Joel & Megan Miller, Parker (6) & Caroline (4)  

Joel grew up in northeastern Ohio and has lived on Capitol Hill for over a decade with his wife Megan, 

who was born and raised in Louisiana. Together they have two children, Parker and Caroline, who enjoy 

shopping at Eastern Market on the weekends and spending time at the many neighborhood playgrounds.  

 

Mariwyn & Jonathan Ring, Nolan (2) & Asher (1) 

 

Walter Shoemaker 

Walter has  lived in the Capitol Hill area for the past 15 years with Jan Vartzikos. Because of Jan, he’s 

considered a "transplant", originally born and raised in York, PA.  Currently he is a semi-retired CPA who 

has a small practice on the Hill, and continues to work for a firm he sold his practice to in 2013. He has 

three married children. One of the biggest joys last year was the birth of my first grandchild. At Christ 

Church, I’ve been able to continue my involvement in the choir. I look forward to the fellowship, worship 

and community involvement at the church. 

 

 

 

 

 


