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This week we continue our exploration of Tradition 2: “For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority – a loving God as He (It) may express Himself (Itself) in our group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern.”

A way to language Tradition Two metaphysically might be: “For our spiritual community’s purpose there is but one ultimate authority – Creation/Love/Life/Consciousness – as It expresses Itself in our community’s conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern.”

A broader way to language Tradition Two metaphysically might even be: “In spiritual Truth there is but one ultimate authority – Creation/Love/Life/Consciousness – as It expresses Itself AS in unformed and formed multiplicity. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern.”

This week you’re invited to explore your ideas/thoughts/beliefs about the words/concepts: leaders, trust, servants and governance.
What is your current understanding/definition of “Leaders”?




What is your current understanding/definition of “Trust/Trusted”?




What is your current understanding/definition of “Servant”?




What is your current understanding/definition of “Govern”?





Online Etymology Dictionary https://www.etymonline.com/ offers us:
Leaders: leader (n.) Old English lædere "one who leads, one first or most prominent," agent noun from lædan "to guide, conduct" (see lead (v.)). 
Lead: "to guide," Old English lædan (transitive) "cause to go with oneself; march at the head of, go before as a guide, accompany and show the way; carry on; sprout forth, bring forth; pass (one's life)," causative of liðan "to travel," from Proto-Germanic *laidjanan (source also of Old Saxon lithan, Old Norse liða "to go," Old High German ga-lidan "to travel," Gothic ga-leiþan "to go"), from PIE *leit- (2) "to go forth."

Eric Butterworth, Spiritual Economics, p. 62 offers us: 
The fact is, everything will not be all right until you achieve a consciousness of all rightness.  Much so-called positive thinking is little more than wishful thinking, voicing a lot of Pollyanna words that you really don’t believe.  You say them because that is what you think a Truth student should do.  But positive thinking does not make creative power, nor does it change either God or conditions.  It is a matter of synchronizing yourself in mind with the flow of the infinite.  The idea, of course, is to think the kinds of thoughts that lead to the kinds of conditions that you want to see manifest in your life.
How does your understanding/definition “Lead(ers)” align with or differ from these?




Does this change your understanding/definition “Lead(ers)”? If so, how?




Online Etymology Dictionary https://www.etymonline.com/ offers us:
Trust(ed): c. 1200, "have faith or confidence" (intrans.), from Old Norse treysta "to trust, rely on, make strong and safe," from traust (see trust (n.)). By mid-14c. as "believe credit, receive with credence;" the sense of "place or repose confidence in; rely or depend upon" is from late 14c. From late 15c. as "entertain a lively hope." Related: Trusted; trusting.
Ralph Waldo Trine, In Tune With the Infinite, p. 94 offers us:
If one is willing to trust himself fully to the Law, the Law will never fail him.  It is the halfhearted trusting to it that brings uncertain, and so, unsatisfactory results.  Nothing is firmer and surer than Deity.  It will never fail the one who throws himself wholly on it.  The secret of life then is to live continually in this realization, whatever one may be doing, wherever one may be, by day and by night, both waking and sleeping. 
How does your understanding/definition “Trust/Trusted” align with or differ from these?




Does this change your understanding/definition “Trust/Trusted”? If so, how?




Online Etymology Dictionary https://www.etymonline.com/ offers us:
Servant(s): c. 1200, servaunt, "male or female personal or domestic attendant, one owing duty of service to a master or lord, one employed by another and subject to his orders," from Old French servant "servant; foot-soldier," noun use of servant "serving, waiting," present participle of servir "to attend, wait upon" (see serve (v.)).

From early 14c. as "a slave," also used of bees. In North American colonies and in U.S., it was the usual designation for "slave" 17c.-18c. (in 14c.-15c. and later in Biblical translations the word often was used to render Latin servus, Greek doulos "slave").

Also in Middle English "professed lover, one devoted to the service of a lady" (mid-14c.). In 14c.-16c. sometimes confused with sergeant. Public servant is attested from 1670s. Wycliffe (late 14c.) has servauntesse "female slave, maidservant, handmaiden." 

Dr. Michael Beckwith, 40 Day Mind Fast Soul Feast, Day 3 offers us:
Think of the new vocabulary that would emerge if the world embraced an attitude of service and generosity of the heart, rather than work!  When you perform that which has been given you to do with an attitude of work, you are actually in servitude to that work.  You are a servant to your own burdensome false idea.  Service, on the other hand, is freedom. 
How does your understanding/definition “Servant” align with or differ from these?




Does this change your understanding/definition “Servant”? If so, how?




Online Etymology Dictionary https://www.etymonline.com/ offers us:
Govern: late 13c., "to rule with authority," from Old French governer "to steer, be at the helm of; rule, command, direct" (11c., Modern French gouverner), from Latin gubernare "to direct, rule, guide, govern" (source also of Spanish gobernar, Italian governare).

This is originally "to steer, to pilot," a nautical borrowing from Greek kybernan "to steer or pilot a ship, direct as a pilot," figuratively "to guide, govern" (the root of cybernetics). The -k- to -g- sound shift is perhaps via the medium of Etruscan. The intransitive sense is attested from 1590s. Related: Governed; governing." 
Ralph Waldo Trine, In Tune With the Infinite, p. 31offers us:
The real vital forces at work in our own lives and in the world about us are not seen by the ordinary physical eye.  Yet they are the causes of which all things we see are merely the effects.  Thoughts are forces; like builds like, and like attracts like.  For one to govern his thinking, then, is to determine his life. 
How does your understanding/definition “Govern” align with or differ from these?




Does this change your understanding/definition “Govern”? If so, how?




Maintaining the integrity of Tradition 2, rewrite it in your owns words:
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