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This week we explore Tradition 2: “For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority – a loving God as He (It) may express Himself (Itself) in our group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern.”

In metaphysical terms we might language Tradition Two as: “For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority – Creation/Love/Life/Consciousness – as It expresses Itself in our group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern.”

Service is any action through which we give of ourselves, and every service position is a stewardship of trust. We do not govern; we also do not own service positions, boards, committees – or meetings. When we come together in unity, we shine. 

An inclusive group conscience recognizes the value of all its members. Allowing the brilliance of each member to come through requires us to listen, to reserve judgment, and to be open to new answers even when we are really committed to old ones.
 
Tradition Two offer us an experience of true servant leadership that is never the activity of authority over but rather leading AS servants. Practicing the spiritual principles of responsibility and selflessness together. 

The Tradition speaks of "group conscience." Our group purpose – like our common welfare – is a unifying thread that weaves through everything we do. In this view, the process of decision-making as a service board or committee is a spiritual practice.
 
Honoring that group conscience is also a spiritual practice. We learn from one another as we share our understandings and perspectives. Beyond any “task,” we serve by being present and meeting the needs of the group as expressed by its conscience. The love and unity we feel as a result are rewards for the time and energy we give in service.

Honoring a group conscience that we disagree with leads us to spiritual growth. 

Learning to speak up when we’re the lone voice reminding our group to practice principle before personality builds our spiritual confidence and often leads us to a greater experience of acceptance and surrender as spiritual principles. 

Listening to guidance and acting accordingly demonstrates the spiritual principles of courage and humility. 

When we listen carefully to our own conscience AND pay attention to each other we develop a common voice and shared wisdom. We understand group conscience as our collective awareness of spiritual principles; of a Higher Power expressing as our decision making, our decisions improve, and our group becomes greater than the sum of its parts.

WORD BY WORD 
Define, expand on, or clarify the words or phrases from this Tradition, one at a time or in relation to each other, for your own understanding or discussion with other members. 
Example: servant 
To be a servant may mean attending to others in a relationship of inequality, but this is not the only way to understand the term, nor is it the meaning that applies when we use the term. Other meanings of the word include a person who is devoted, is useful or beneficial, cares for others, or works toward a purpose. A servant acts with care and devotion. It is a role of trust, not authority. We use this language because no individual is ever to have sole ownership over our group. We serve our community in humility and gratitude, recognizing the importance of everyone's contributions. When we strive to serve selflessly, our purpose, rather than our personality, is primary. The task, purpose, and process are all spiritual. 

Serving changes us. We learn to be more forgiving, generous, compassionate, and aware of our shared purpose. Service is practice for how we live in the world. It's an opportunity to give what has been so freely given to us, and to recognize how much effort goes into the blessings we take for granted in and out of our spiritual community.

Write about the words and phrases in your own words… what does it all mean to you?









SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES 
Each Tradition embodies a variety of spiritual principles. The list of principles and values below may be useful as you consider the applications of Tradition Two. Explore them in writing or discussion with other members. Feel free to add other principles or values relevant to you.
· Unity:




· Selflessness: 




· Surrender:





· Love:





· Acceptance: 





· Anonymity: 



· Commitment: 





· Safety:





· Empathy: 





· Goodwill:





· Hospitality: 





· Humility: 
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