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This week we begin our exploration of Tradition 10: “(organization/group name) has no opinion on outside issues, hence the (organization/group name) name ought never be drawn into public controversy.”

Let’s begin by making this Tradition specific to our spiritual community. 
“(Columbia/Greater Baltimore Center for Spiritual Living) has no opinion on outside issues, hence the (Columbia/Greater Baltimore Center for Spiritual Living) name ought never be drawn into public controversy.” 
What comes to mind as you read this?




How about when we make it specific to the greater relationship of Centers for Spiritual Living? 
“(Centers for Spiritual Living) has no opinion on outside issues, hence the (CSL) name ought never be drawn into public controversy.” 
What comes to mind as you read this?




Let’s explore our understanding of and relationship to a couple of key words/phrases. Without looking anything up, write your understanding/relationship with each word.
Opinion:


Public:


Controversy:


Public controversy:




Below are some dictionary definitions:
Opinion: a noun meaning a view or judgment formed about something, not necessarily based on fact or knowledge. The root of “opinion” is Latin opinion (n-), from the stem of opinari meaning ‘think, believe’.

Public: an adjective meaning of or concerning the people as a whole; done, perceived, or existing in open view. The root of “public” is Latin publicus, blend of poplicus ‘of the people’ (from populus ‘people’) and pubes ‘adult’.

Controversy: a noun meaning disagreement, typically when prolonged, public, and heated. The root of “controversy” is Latin controversia, from controversus ‘turned against, disputed’, from contro- (variant of contra- ‘against’) + versus, past participle of vertere ‘to turn’.

Public controversy: is defined as “a real dispute, the outcome of which affects the general public or some identifiable segment of the public in an appreciable way.”

How does your understanding differ from the dictionary’s definitions? 








Does recognizing these differences bring up any sense of controversy within you? If so, what tools do you use to navigate this internal controversy?
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