
International Student Fall Semester FAQs 

This guidance is for continuing and returning students only and does not apply to new international 

students 

Students in U.S. taking courses at SIUE in fall: 

1. Will there be a minimum face-to-face course requirement for F-1 students?  

No. International students are not required to take any face-to-face or hybrid courses. Students will be able 

to maintain status even if all their courses are online. 

 

2. Are other course load requirements changing? 

No. Students must continue to maintain a full course load in the fall semester, which is a minimum of 12 

credit hours for undergraduate students, 9 for graduate students, and 6 for graduate students with 

assistantships. 

 

3. Will ISSS issue me a new I-20 with remarks about the modality of my courses?  

No. It is no longer a requirement for students to receive a new I-20 for the fall semester with remarks about 

face-to-face and online courses.  

 

4. If I take all online courses, will my eligibility for OPT or CPT be affected?  

You are eligible to apply for OPT if you meet the current OPT eligibility and are physically in the U.S. when you 

submit the OPT application. Taking all online courses, even in your final semester, will not affect your OPT or 

CPT eligibility. 

 

Students currently outside of the U.S., returning to SIUE to take courses in fall: 

 
1. Are there current travel bans for my country? 

Travel bans due to COVID-19 are still in effect for China, Iran, Brazil, The Schengen Area of Europe, the United 

Kingdom, and Ireland. However, as of July 22, F-1 students from the Schengen Area, UK and Ireland may now 

travel to the U.S. and do not need to contact an embassy or consulate seek an individual national interest 

exception to travel. 

 

2. Do I need a letter from the school about course modality to re-enter the U.S. or a new I-20 with 

remarks regarding my courses? 

No. International students returning to the U.S. for fall classes are no longer required to receive a new I-20 

with remarks about online and face-to-face classes. No letter from SIUE will be required for entry into the 

U.S. You may enroll in all online courses or a mix of hybrid, face-to-face, and online courses this fall. 

 

3. What documents do I need to re-enter? Is my travel signature still valid? 

Please see a complete list of documents to bring while traveling on the travel page of our website. You must 

have an I-20 that has been endorsed for travel within the past six months. If you require a travel signature, 

please request one by completing this form, and we will email you a new I-20 signed for travel. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.siue.edu/opt/apply/index.shtml
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/presidential-proclamation-coronavirus.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/national-interest-exceptions-from-certain-travelers-from-the-schengen-area-uk-and-ireland.html
https://www.siue.edu/isss/immigration-status/traveling-outside-us.shtml
https://siue.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_71D9WQrhIN64eBn


4. Will I have to quarantine upon arrival? 

The Center for Disease Control recommends all international travelers entering the U.S. to quarantine for 14 

days. Quarantine requires staying home and avoiding contact with others. Please allow enough time to 

quarantine upon entering the U.S. before starting the semester. If you are living on campus, contact 

University Housing (housing@siue.edu) to request important information about quarantining on campus.  In 

addition, contact the SIUE health service at cougarcare@siue.edu to request instructions on quarantining. If 

quarantining will prevent you from starting a face-to-face course or campus job on time, please email 

isss@siue.edu for further guidance. 

 

5. What if I’m late to arrive due to cancelled or re-scheduled flights?  

We understand that flights are currently unpredictable and advise you to purchase refundable tickets. Please 

contact isss@siue.edu if you do not think you will be able to re-enter the U.S. by the fall semester start date 

of August 24, 2020.  

 

Students taking online courses from their home country this fall: 

 
1. What will happen to my SEVIS record if I take online classes in my home country this fall? 

Your SEVIS record will remain active if you take courses in your home country during the fall semester and 

enroll in a full course load.  

 

2. Does the five-month rule, which states that international students cannot remain outside of the U.S. 

for more than five months without requiring a new SEVIS record, apply to me?  

No. Because your SEVIS record remains active as long as you continue to enroll full-time, you will not require 

a new SEVIS record to return in the Spring 2021 semester. 

 

3. Will I still need to pay for international student health insurance while I take courses in my home 

country? 

No, the health insurance charge on your student bill will be removed on 9/9/2020 as long as you have 

responded to the Fall 2020 survey indicating you’ll be studying in your home country this fall. 

 

4. What if I am unable to return to the U.S. for fall, but I’m enrolled in a hybrid or face-to-face course?  

Please contact your academic advisor to drop any hybrid or face-to-face courses you’re enrolled in and 

register for all online courses. If you are in synchronous online courses, meaning you may have to log in at 

specific times to view lectures or participate in class, please note time zone differences and work with your 

advisor to adjust your schedule as necessary. 

 

5. Will I continue to accrue time towards the one year of study eligibility requirement for OPT and CPT if I 

remain in my home country?  

Yes, you will still accrue time towards the one year of F-1 study requirement to apply for CPT and OPT as long 

as you continue to be enrolled in a full course of study. 

 

6. This is my last semester. Can I apply for OPT in my home country?  

At this time, students are unable to apply for OPT outside of the U.S. 

 

7. Can I keep my assistantship if I remain in my home country in the fall?  

SIUE is unable to employ students who are not physically in the United States. Please contact your 

department to determine whether your assistantship will be available to you in the Spring 2021 semester 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html
mailto:housing@siue.edu
mailto:cougarcare@siue.edu
mailto:isss@siue.edu
mailto:isss@siue.edu
https://siue.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ablFikY6AYjbu4t

