ASHI on the Hill
With the November elections fast approaching and Congress’ work continuing to be driven by the need to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, we wanted to provide an overview of significant federal policy making activity over the next few months. 
State of the Next Round of COVID-19 Relief Legislation
Now that a number of months have passed since the last comprehensive legislative package designed to provide relief from the impacts of COVID-19, significant negotiations are anticipated to ramp up after the Senate returns from its two-week recess on July 20th. Recall that the Democrat-controlled House of Representatives passed its $3 trillion opening offer for the next round of COVID-19 relief – the Health and Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency Solutions (HEROES) Act (H.R. 6800) – back in mid-May. Administration officials have also signaled a desire to see another comprehensive COVID-19 package signed into law. While negotiations are expected to occur in mid-late July, Congress aims to pass a final measure in advance of the August recess.  The upcoming recess for the House is currently slated for August 3rd-September 6th and from August 10-September 7th for the Senate.  ASHI continues to raise awareness and advance the needs of our members as Congress works to combat the pandemic and spur economic recovery. 
Fiscal Year 2021 Appropriations Outlook
With the end of the current fiscal year approaching on September 30th, Congress will be drafting and considering its twelve annual spending bills in the coming months. House appropriators will be taking up their twelve measures at the subcommittee and full committee level over the course of the first few weeks of July and at the present time, Senate appropriators have postponed markup of its spending bills.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The House and Senate will both need to agree on the language of appropriations measures before they can become law. Conventional wisdom suggests that Congress will pass a continuing resolution to fund the federal government beyond the September 30th deadline, likely past the November elections. ASHI closely monitors the appropriations process, from release of the President’s budget to final passage of appropriations measures agreed to in both the House and Senate, for items of note to labs. 
Regulatory Action
On the regulatory front, ASHI continues monitoring the Federal Register for regulatory matters impacting labs. Additionally, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has begun releasing proposed CY 2021 Medicare payment rules. The Medicare Physician Fee Schedule, which includes the Clinical Laboratory Fee Schedule, is expected to be released imminently. Recall that Congress took steps to prevent Protecting Access to Medicare Act (PAMA)-induced reimbursement cuts for 2021 in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. ASHI will be analyzing this ongoing regulatory action and engaging as warranted. 
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