EARLY CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCE GUIDELINES
Child care licensing qualifications — as well as the Early Childhood Professional Credential 3.0 — are determined based on different components of an individual’s professional history. 
One of these components is early childhood experience. Documenting experience for licensing and credentials is similar but there are also some key differences. 
Experience in early care and education settings is key to working effectively with children and families. With experience, professionals can apply the knowledge they gain through formal education and training to advance as professionals.
A professional’s experience affects child care licensing qualifications, as well as a professional’s level within the ECPC 3.0. (Remember, there are many pathways to each child care licensing qualification, and the ECPC 3.0 is just one of those pathways. For example, here is a summary of the Early Childhood Teacher (ECT) child care licensing qualification pathways).
EXPERIENCE GUIDELINES FOR CHILD CARE LICENSING 
· One year of experience is equivalent to 1,820 hours; experience is capped at 50 hours/week.  
· Experience can be gained by working directly with young children in an early care and learning setting. 
· To document the experience, a verification letter from your employer is required. 
· Learn more about how to document experience for child care licensing.
EXPERIENCE GUIDELINES FOR THE ECPC 3.0 
· One point is awarded for every 1,820 hours of experience with a cap of 50 hours/week.  A maximum of 20 points can be earned in this component.  
· Experience hours can be gained in a variety of ways, including direct work with young children; management, coordination or development of early childhood programs; evaluation or research in the field; and more. 
· To document the experience, a verification letter from your employer is required. 
· Learn more about experience guidelines for the ECPC 3.0.
COMMON FAQS ABOUT THE EARLY CHILDHOOD PROFESSIONAL CREDENTIAL 3.0: 
· Video: How is the ECPC 3.0 is Scored?
· Scoresheet: Calculate your ECPC 3.0 level
· Step-by-step guide: How do I apply for a Credential in the PDIS?
· Step-by-step guide: How do I check my current Credential level in the PDIS?
· Video: Where can I learn more about the ECPC 3.0?
· Webpage: How do I use the Facility Qualification Affidavit during the ECPC 3.0 review backlog?
For easy reference, all how-to guides and video demonstrations on the PDIS can be found here
