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Any new or unexplained 
symptoms of COVID-19? 

STUDENT & STAFF SCREENING ALGORITHM 

*The following people do not need to quarantine (see Checklist below for greater detail): 
1. Persons who are 14 days or more beyond completion of COVID-19 VACCINATION 
2. Persons who are within 90 days of a prior SARS-CoV-2 infection that was diagnosed by PCR or antigen testing 

Household contact (HHC): any individual who lives and sleeps in the same indoor space as another person diagnosed with COVID-19 (either temporary or 
permanent living arrangement), leading to close contact and potential repeated exposure to the person with COVID-19. This includes situations where 
there may be temporary but prolonged exposure such as sleepover events, shared camp, cabins, vacation rentals, dorm living scenarios, etc.) 

Exclude & instruct person to 
self-isolate and seek testing 

Close household contact 
(HHC) with a person 

confirmed with COVID-19*? 

Yes No 
International or cruise 

ship travel in the prior 14 
days? 

Allow entry into facility & 
person should monitor 

for symptoms 
No No 

Test with a recommended 
COVID-19 test 

Test 

Negative 
 

Return when 
afebrile for 

�24 hoXrs off 
any fever-
reducing 

medicine and 
symptoms 
improved 

Inconclusive 
or 

Indeterminate 
 

Exclude, and 
person should 
be re-tested 

Positive or Not Tested 
 

Exclude, conduct 
enhanced cleaning and 
disinfection of spaces 

used by person. If 
positive, person can 

return when they have 
met criteria for 

discontinuation of 
isolation 

Not Fully Vaccinated/ 
Unknown Vaccine 

Status: 
Exclude, instruct 
person to self-

quarantine & get tested 
5-7 days after 

exposure* 

Negative or Not 
Tested 

 
Minimum 10 day self-
quarantine from last 
day of exposure for 

people NOT fully 
vaccinated; if person 
develops symptoms 

then re-test 

Inconclusive or 
Indeterminate 

 
Person should be re-

tested; 
Minimum 10 day self-
quarantine from last 
day of exposure for 

people NOT fully 
vaccinated 

Positive 
 

Exclude, contact DPHS, 
and conduct enhanced 

cleaning and disinfection 
of spaces used by 

person. Person can 
return when they have 

met criteria for 
discontinuation of 

isolation 

Test 

Test Test 

Person develops 
symptoms of COVID-19 

during school 

Follow the steps in the 
³What To Do If A 

Student Becomes Sick 
Or Reports A New 

Covid-19 Diagnosis At 
School´ floZ. 

10 day self-quarantine from 
last day of international or 

cruise ship travel*; if person 
develops symptoms, then test 

Potential to test out of 
quarantine with a negative 
PCR on day 6 or 7; release 

from quarantine day 8 

Yes 

Yes 

Fully Vaccinated*:  
No exclusion, test 3-5 days after 

an exposure & use facemask 
for 14 days or until person tests 
negative. If person tests positive 

then follow instructions for 
managing a person diagnosed 

with COVID-19 
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WHAT TO DO IF A STUDENT BECOMES SICK OR REPORTS A NEW COVID-19 DIAGNOSIS AT SCHOOL 

Student(s) 
shows signs 
of infectious 
illness 
consistent 
with  
COVID-19 

Teacher or 
staff excuses 
student(s) from 
classroom. 
Alert the 
COVID-19 
POC. Provide 
student with a 
face mask to 
wear, if not 
already 
required 

COVID-19 POC takes 
student(s) to isolation 
room/area and ensures 
student(s) is properly 
supervised and masked. The 
parent, guardian, or caregiver 
is called. Arrangements are 
made for student(s) to either go 
home or seek emergency 
medical attention. 
 

Note: If multiple ill students must be 
placed in the same location, ensure 
all are wearing masks and 
separated by at least 6 feet while 
supervised. 

Parent, guardian, or 
caregiver picks up 
student(s). Parent, 
guardian, or caregiver 
should seek COVID-19 
testing, or contact the 
child¶s healWhcare proYider 
for evaluation. 
 

Note: If a school has a routine 
screening testing program, the 
ability to do rapid testing on site 
could facilitate COVID-19 
diagnosis and quickly identify a 
cluster or outbreak. 

Clean and disinfect 
areas that the ill 
student(s) occupied. 
Ventilate the area(s), 
wait as long as possible 
before cleaning to let 
virus particles settle, and 
use personal protective 
equipment (including 
protection needed for 
cleaning and disinfection 
products) to reduce risk 
of infection. 

Student(s) 
return to 
school 
following 
existing 
school illness 
management 
policies. 
(Symptoms 
improve & 
fever free for 
24 hours off 
any fever 
reducing 
medications) 

Student 
negative 
COVID-19 
test result.  

Student positive COVID-19 test result. 

Student(s) 
diagnosed 
with COVID-
19 and begins 
home 
isolation. 

COVID-19 POC 
reports case to NH 
public health and 
helps assess for 
spread and support 
follow up with staff, 
parents, guardians, 
or caregivers of 
student(s) that had 
contact with the ill 
student(s). 

Unless advised otherwise by 
NH DHHS, staff and parents, 
guardians, or caregivers of  
children/students who are 
potential close contacts are 
provided the self-observation 
guide but are not required to 
quarantine (in an outbreak 
situation, NH DHHS may 
provide different quarantine 
guidance).  

Unvaccinated household 
contacts of the infected person 
are advised to quarantine. 
Vaccinated household contacts 
are instructed to self-observe, 
seek COVID-19 testing 3-5 days 
following exposure and mask 
when outside for the home for 
14 days following exposure or 
until receipt of a negative test. 

The infected person can 
return to school and end 
isolation once the following 
are met: 
x 10 days out from the start 

of the symptoms, AND 
x Fever free for 24 hours 

without fever reducing 
medication, AND 

x Symptoms have improved 

Note: COVID-19 POC = designated point of contact (a staff person that is responsible for responding to COVID-19 concerns) 

Adopted from: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, What to do if a Student Becomes Sick or Reports a New COVID-19 Diagnosis at School, 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/student-becomes-sick-diagnosis-flowchart.html. Updated July 14, 2021. 


