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A Few Notes About This Study 

  

● In 2020, Lake Highlands UMC will be reading through the Bible.  The sermon series, 

“Optical Conclusion: Seeing Jesus Clearly in 2020”, will coincide with the readings. 

 

● A Whole Bible Reading Plan and a Partial Bible Reading Plan are available for you.  The 

Whole Bible Reading Plan will take you through the entire Old and New Testaments.  

The Partial Bible Reading Plan will take you through highlights of the Old Testament and 

the entire New Testament.  You are welcome to go back and forth between the two 

plans as you have more or less time during certain seasons or on certain days. 

 

● This study has two components.  1)  A “Bible Project” video that summarizes each book 

of the Bible and 2)  Questions that are based on each Sunday’s sermon Scriptures. 

 

● The “Bible Project” videos are available on Right Now Media or at 

www.thebibleproject.com.  Note that March 8’s “Bible Project” video comes from 

The Torah Series, and the remaining videos come from the Read Scripture 

videos.  All are available on Right Now Media.  Make sure you search for the 

correct series!  

 

● If you do not have access to Right Now Media, please contact Andy Roberts at 

andyr@lhumc.com or Gretel Roberts at gretel@lhumc.com to create an account. 

 

● Your group may not be able to cover all of the questions provided.  Feel free to pick and 

choose what you would like to focus on.  You can also bring home the study guide for 

personal reflection if you don’t cover everything in your group. 

 

● We are praying that you will see Jesus on every page of Scripture and that the Holy 

Spirit’s presence, comfort and guidance are made known to you in tangible ways as we 

read God’s Story together this year! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.thebibleproject.com/
http://www.thebibleproject.com/


4 

2020 Whole Bible Reading Plan 

Sunday Sermon Scriptures and Titles in Bold 

MARCH  

❏ 1: Luke 8:26-39 “Greater Than: Our Struggles” 

❏ 2: Num 33-35, Ps 51, Lk 9 

❏ 3: Num 36, Ps 52, Lk 10 

❏ 4: Deuteronomy 1-3, Ps 53, Lk 11 

❏ 5: Deut 4-6, Ps 54, Lk 12 

❏ 6: Deut 7-9, Ps 55, Lk 13 

❏ 7: Deut 10-12, Ps 56, Lk 14 

❏ 8: Deuteronomy 3:18-22 “Greater Than: Our Past” 

❏ 9: Deut 13-15, Ps 57, Lk 15 

❏ 10: Deut 16-18, Ps 57, Lk 16 

❏ 11: Deut 19-21, Ps 58, Lk 17 

❏ 12: Deut 22-24, Ps 59, Lk 18 

❏ 13: Deut 25-27, Ps 60, Lk 19 

❏ 14: Deut 28-30, Ps 62, Lk 20 

❏ 15: Luke 15:18-20 ‘Greater Than: Our Failures”  

❏ 16: Deut 31-33, Ps 63, Lk 21 

❏ 17: Deut 34, Ps 64, Lk 22 

❏ 18: Joshua 1-3, Ps 65, Lk 23 

❏ 19: Josh 4-6, Ps 66, Lk 24 

❏ 20: Josh 7-9, Ps 67, John 1 

❏ 21: Josh 10-12, Ps 68, Jn 2 

❏ 22: Luke 22:39-46 “Greater Than: Our Fears” 

❏ 23: Josh 13-15, Psalm 69, Jn 3 

❏ 24: Josh 16-18, Ps 70, Jn 4 

❏ 25: Josh 19-21, Ps 71, Jn 5 

❏ 26: Josh 22-24, Ps 72, Jn 6 

❏ 27: Judges 1-3, Ps 73, Jn 7 

❏ 28: Jdg 4-6, Ps 74, Jn 8 

❏ 29: John 8:39-47 “Greater Than: Our Understanding” 

❏ 30: Jdg 7-9, Ps 75, Jn 9 

❏ 31: Jdg 10-12, Ps 76, Jn 10 
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2020 Whole Bible Reading Plan 

 

Sunday Sermon Scriptures and Titles in Bold 

 

APRIL 
❏ 1: Jdg 13-15, Ps 77, Jn 11 

❏ 2: Jdg 16-18, Ps 78:1-39, Jn 12 

❏ 3: Jdg 19-21, Ps 78:40-72, Jn 13 

❏ 4: Ruth 1-4,  Ps 79, Jn 14 

❏ 5: John 11:17-27 “Greater Than: Our Limitations” 

❏ 6: 1 Samuel 1-3, Ps 80, Jn 15 

❏ 7: 1 Sam 4-6, Ps 81, Jn 16 

❏ 8: 1 Sam 7-9, Ps 82, Jn 17 

❏ 9: 1 Sam 10-12, Ps 83, Jn 18 

❏ 10: 1 Sam 13-15, Ps 84, Jn 19 

❏ 11: 1 Sam 16-18, Ps 85, Jn 20 

❏ 12: John 20:1-18 “Greater Than: Our Expectations” 

❏ 13: 1 Sam 19-21, Ps 86, Jn 21 

❏ 14: 1 Sam 22-24, Ps 87, Acts 1 

❏ 15: 1 Sam 25-27, Ps 88, Acts 2 

❏ 16: 1 Sam 28-30, Ps 89:1-18, Acts 3 

❏ 17: 1 Sam 31, Ps 8919-52, Acts 4 

❏ 18: 2 Samuel 1-3, Ps 90, Acts 5 

❏ 19: Acts 4:1-12 “Core: Faith” 

❏ 20: 2 Sam 4-6, Ps 91, Acts 6 

❏ 21: 2 Sam 7-9, Ps 92, Acts 7 

❏ 22: 2 Sam 10-12, Ps 93, Acts 8 

❏ 23: 2 Sam 13-15, Ps 94, Acts 9 

❏ 24: 2 Sam 16-18, Ps 95, Acts 10 

❏ 25: 2 Sam 19-21, Ps 96, Acts 11 

❏ 26: Psalm 91:1-7 “Core: Promise” 

❏ 27: 2 Sam 22-24, Ps 97, Acts 12 

❏ 28: 1 Kings 1-3, Ps 98, Acts 13 

❏ 29: 1 Kng 4-6, Ps 99, Acts 14 

❏ 30: 1 Kng 7-9, Ps 100, Acts 15 
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2020 Partial Bible Reading Plan 

 

Selections from the Old Testament and the Entire New Testament 
Sunday Sermon Scriptures and Titles in Bold 

 

MARCH 
❏ 1: Psalm 46, Luke 8:26-39 “Greater Than: Our Struggles”  

❏ 2: Num 30, Lk 9 

❏ 3: Num 32, Lk 10 

❏ 4: Deuteronomy 1, Lk 11 

❏ 5: Deut 4:1-40, Lk 12 

❏ 6: Deut 5:28-33, Lk 13 

❏ 7: Deut 8, Lk 14 

❏ 8: Psalm 51, Deuteronomy 3:18-22 “Greater Than: Our Past”  

❏ 9: Deut 15:1-11, Lk 15 

❏ 10: Deut 18:9-13, Lk 16 

❏ 11: Deut 20:3-4, Lk 17 

❏ 12: Deut 23:9-25; Lk 18 

❏ 13: Deut 26, Lk 19 

❏ 14: Deut 28:1-19, Lk 20 

❏ 15: Psalm 62, Luke 15:18-20 “Greater Than: Our Failures”  

❏ 16: Deut 31:1-8, Lk 21 

❏ 17: Deut 33:26-29, Lk 22 

❏ 18: Joshua 1, Lk 23 

❏ 19: Josh 3, Lk 24 

❏ 20: Josh 7, John 1 

❏ 21: Josh 10:1-15, Jn 2 

❏ 22: Psalm 63, Luke 22:39-46 “Greater Than: Our Fears” 

❏ 23: Josh 14:6-15, Jn 3 

❏ 24: Josh 16, Jn 4 

❏ 25: Josh 20, Jn 5 

❏ 26: Josh 24, Jn 6 

❏ 27: Judges 1, Jn 7 

❏ 28: Jdg 4, Jn 8 

❏ 29: Psalm 70,  John 8:39-47“Greater Than: Our Understanding”  

❏ 30: Jdg 7, Jn 9 

❏ 31: Jdg 10, Jn 10  
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2020 Partial Bible Reading Plan 
 

Selections from the Old Testament and the Entire New Testament 
Sunday Sermon Scriptures and Titles in Bold 

 

APRIL 
❏ 1: Jdg 13, Jn 11  

❏ 2: Jdg 16, Jn 12 

❏ 3: Jdg 19, Jn 13 

❏ 4: Ruth 1, Jn 14 

❏ 5: Psalm 84, John 11:17-27 “Greater Than: Our Limitations” 

❏ 6: 1 Samuel 1, Jn 15 

❏ 7: 1 Samuel 4, Jn 16 

❏ 8: 1 Samuel 7:3-4, Jn 17 

❏ 9: 1 Samuel 9:15-17, Jn 18 

❏ 10: 1 Samuel 13:1-15, Jn 19 

❏ 11: 1 Samuel 16, Jn 20 

❏ 12: Psalm 90, John 20:1-18 “Greater Than: Our Expectations”  

❏ 13: 1 Samuel 18, Jn 21 

❏ 14: 1 Samuel 22, Acts 1 

❏ 15 1 Samuel 25, Acts 2 

❏ 16: 1 Samuel 28, Acts 3 

❏ 17: 1 Samuel 31, Acts 4 

❏ 18:  2 Samuel 1, Acts 5 

❏ 19: Acts 4:1-12 “Core: Faith” 

❏ 20: 2 Samuel 4, Acts 6 

❏ 21: 2 Samuel 7, Acts 7 

❏ 22: 2 Samuel 10, Acts 8 

❏ 23: 2 Samuel 13, Acts 9 

❏ 24: 2 Samuel 16, Acts 10 

❏ 25: 2 Samuel 21Acts 11 

❏ 26: Psalm 91:1-7 “Core: Promise” 

❏ 27: Samuel 22, Acts 12 

❏ 28: 1 Kings 3:5-15, Acts 13 

❏ 29: 1 Kings 6:11-13, Acts 14 

❏ 30: 1 Kings 8:56-61, Acts 15 
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Greater Than Our Struggles 
March 1, 2020 

  

● The Bible Project: Read Scripture Video on Luke Part 2 (8 minutes) 

● Sermon Scripture: Luke 8:26-39 

  

Watch The Bible Project: Read Scripture Video on Luke Part 2 

 Bible Project Questions 

1. The narrator describes following Jesus as a journey where we, as disciples, learn as we 

go.  How have you seen this to be true in your own life? 

2. How are “humility and repentance” the entry points into the Kingdom of God? 

3. How has Jesus brought you freedom and liberation in your own life?  How can you help 

others to find freedom through Christ in their lives? 

Sermon Scripture and Discussion 

Luke 8:26-39  (New Revised Standard Version) 

26 Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 As he 

stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn 

no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he fell down 

before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the 

Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”— 29 for Jesus had commanded the unclean 

spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and 

bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into 

the wilds.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons 

had entered him. 31 They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. 

32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus 

to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came out of the man 

and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was 

drowned. 

34 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the 

country. 35 Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, 

they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in 

his right mind. And they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told them how the one who had 

been possessed by demons had been healed. 37 Then all the people of the surrounding country 

of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got 

into the boat and returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might 

be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare how much 
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God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had 

done for him. 

 

Read Luke 8:26-39 
1. Locate Gerasenes on a New Testament map.  What is significant about this city in 

relation to Jesus and his ministry?   What is significant about this in light of the mission 
of Jesus? 

2. Describe the condition of the man Jesus met when he “stepped out on land”? What was 
his condition before he met Jesus?  What was the cause of his situation?  What did his 
community think about him?  

3. What did this man (or what was inside this man) recognize about Jesus?  Why is this 
recognition ironic in light of how others have perceived Jesus to this point in Luke’s 
gospel?  

4. How did Jesus handle this man’s situation?  What does this tell you about Jesus?  
5. What was this man’s condition after encountering Jesus? What does this tell you about 

Jesus? 
6. How did the community respond to Jesus helping this man?  Why did they respond in 

the ways they did?  
7. Why doesn’t Jesus allow this man to go with him?  Why might this be significant in light 

of the city he comes from?  
 
Application Questions: 

1. How has Jesus changed your life?  
2. In what ways might Jesus be a “threat” to you and your own community where you live? 
3. Where is your mission field that Jesus is calling you to go and “declare how much God 

has done for you”? 
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Greater Than Our Past 
March 8, 2020 

  

● The Bible Project: Torah Series Video on Deuteronomy (6 minutes) 

● Sermon Scripture: Deuteronomy 3:18-29 

  

Watch The Bible Project: Torah Series Video on Deuteronomy 

 Bible Project Questions 

1. The “Shema” is found in Deuteronomy 6:4-5 (take a minute to look up these verses).  

The narrator summarizes this as a command to listen and to love.  What does it look 

like, practically speaking, to listen to God and to love?  How are the two interconnected? 

2. Moses gives the Israelites a choice between blessing and curse, life and death.  What 

reason does Moses give for why the people fall into curse/death instead of blessing/life?   

3. We continue to face the choice of blessing or curse, life or death.  How does God re-

shape our hearts to choose life instead of death? 

Sermon Scripture and Discussion 

Deuteronomy 3:18-29 (New Revised Standard Version) 

18 At that time, I charged you as follows: “Although the Lord your God has given you this land to 

occupy, all your troops shall cross over armed as the vanguard of your Israelite kin. 19 Only 

your wives, your children, and your livestock—I know that you have much livestock—shall stay 

behind in the towns that I have given to you. 20 When the Lord gives rest to your kindred, as to 

you, and they too have occupied the land that the Lord your God is giving them beyond the 

Jordan, then each of you may return to the property that I have given to you.” 21 And I charged 

Joshua as well at that time, saying: “Your own eyes have seen everything that the Lord your 

God has done to these two kings; so the Lord will do to all the kingdoms into which you are 

about to cross. 22 Do not fear them, for it is the Lord your God who fights for you.” 

 

23 At that time, too, I entreated the Lord, saying: 24 “O Lord God, you have only begun to show 

your servant your greatness and your might; what god in heaven or on earth can perform deeds 

and mighty acts like yours! 25 Let me cross over to see the good land beyond the Jordan, that 

good hill country and the Lebanon.” 26 But the Lord was angry with me on your account and 

would not heed me. The Lord said to me, “Enough from you! Never speak to me of this matter 

again! 27 Go up to the top of Pisgah and look around you to the west, to the north, to the south, 

and to the east. Look well, for you shall not cross over this Jordan. 28 But charge Joshua, and 

encourage and strengthen him, because it is he who shall cross over at the head of this people 

and who shall secure their possession of the land that you will see.” 29 So we remained in the 

valley opposite Beth-peor. 
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Read Deuteronomy 3:18-29 
1. Moses is speaking to the people of Israel as they prepare to enter into the land that God 

had promised them.  What reservations do you think they had as they prepared for a 
new life beyond the Jordan River?  

2. How might Moses’s words have given them comfort?  
3. Who is the primary one who will be doing the fighting in this passage? What is Israel’s 

role in this conquest?  
4. As Moses recalls how God forbade him to enter into the land, how would you describe 

his encounter with God?  
5. Even though Moses would not enter the promised land, he still had a job to do.  Describe 

this job in verse 28.  How well did he do this job? 
6. How do you think the people of Israel might have felt when they discovered Moses was 

not going with them into the land?  What would have given them comfort?  
  
Application Questions: 

1. When God calls you into new “lands” or new seasons of life, what reservations do you 
have?  How has God prepared you for new seasons?  

2. Reflect on your own prayers to God. In what ways has God’s “no” to one of your prayers 
become a blessing?  

3. How can the example of Moses be an encouragement to you in your own relationship 
with God?  What do you see about Moses’ relationship with God that you wish to 
emulate?  
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Greater Than Our Failures 
March 15, 2020 

  

● The Bible Project: Read Scripture Video on Joshua (9 minutes) 

● Sermon Scripture: Luke 15:11-32 

  

Watch The Bible Project: Read Scripture Video on Joshua 

 Bible Project Questions 

1. Joshua draws the contrast between God being in charge of the battle versus our being in 

charge of the battle.  How do we find a balance between trusting God in the trials we 

encounter but also living proactively? 

2. The narrator unpacks the question “Why does God declare war?”  Did his description 

help you to understand the presence of violence and justice in Israelite history? 

3. Joshua repeats the same choice that Moses gave the Israelites:  you can be faithful to 

God or you can be unfaithful.  If you know anything about the book of Judges (which 

follows Joshua), the Israelites were caught up in a cycle of rebellion.  What can we learn 

about God and about ourselves from the Israelites’ struggle to be faithful? 

Sermon Scripture and Discussion 

Luke 15:11-32 (New Revised Standard Version) 

11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his 

father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his 

property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to 

a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had 

spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in 

need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to 

his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 

were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How 

many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 

hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of 

your hired hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his 

father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed 

him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am 

no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a 

robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And 

get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and 

is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
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25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard 

music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, 

‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back 

safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 

began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been 

working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never 

given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of 

yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for 

him!’ 31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 

32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come 

to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 

 

Read Luke 15:11-32 
1. To get a little more context to this parable, read Luke 15:1-2.  What “problem” does this 

parable address?  
2. There are lots of surprising twists and turns in this parable.  What would be surprising 

about the request and actions of the younger son?  What is surprising (to a Jewish 
person) about the job the son had to get in order to eat?  What would be surprising 
about the responses of the father in verses 20-23? How would have we expected the 
Father to respond? 

3. Why was the older son so angry? What were his protests? How did the older son view 
God?  How do you see grace in verse 31? 

4. What people do each of the characters in this parable represent?  
 
Application Questions: 

1. Which character do you most relate to in this parable? Why?  

2. How does this parable confirm and challenge your understanding of grace? 

3. How does this parable answer the “problem” of Luke 15:1-2?  Who did Jesus come for?  
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Greater Than Our Fears 
March 22, 2020 

  

● The Bible Project: Read Scripture Video on Judges (7 minutes) 

● Sermon Scripture: Luke 22:39-46 

  

Watch The Bible Project: Read Scripture Video on Judges 

 Bible Project Questions 

1. God desires that the Israelites live as a holy, set apart people.  God doesn’t want them 

to be corrupted by the unbelieving nations around them.  This begs the classic question:  

How do we, as followers of God, live in the world without being of the world?  (People 

have written volumes on this question, but make your best attempt at thinking through 

this question!  Perhaps it helps to consider how Jesus lived in the world and yet was not 

corrupted by it…) 

2. The narrator states that “Israel no longer knows the character of their own God.”  What 

happens when they (or we) forget God or God’s character? 

Sermon Scripture and Discussion 

Luke 22:39-46 (New Revised Standard Version) 

39 Jesus came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples 

followed him. 40 When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not come into 

the time of trial.” 41 Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 

42 “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” 43 

Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. 44 In his anguish he 

prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the 

ground. 45 When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping 

because of grief, 46 and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may 

not come into the time of trial.” 

 

Read Luke 22:39-46 
1. What was the time of trial that Jesus was referring to in verse 40? 
2. What cup is Jesus referring to in verse 42?  Why does Jesus not want this cup? How 

does Jesus resolve this tension?  
3. Why does the Father send an angel to Jesus in verse 43?  What might we expect this 

angel to do?  
4. What do you think it means that Jesus “prayed more earnestly”?  What is happening to 

Jesus at this moment?  
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5. What do you anticipate might happen to the disciples since they kept falling asleep?  
How is this played out later in this chapter in their response to trials?  How does Jesus 
respond to trials?  

Application Questions: 

1. When you have gone through a “time of trial” in your own life, how did you make it 

through these trials?  

2. What makes it so hard to pray “not my will but yours be done?”  What does this prayer 

require of you?   

3. What is the relationship between temptation and prayer in your life?  

4. What might it look like for you to “pray more earnestly?” 
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Greater Than Our 

Understanding 
March 29, 2020 

  

● The Bible Project: Read Scripture Video on John Part 1 (7 minutes) 

● Sermon Scripture: John 8:39-47 

 

Watch The Bible Project: Read Scripture Video on John Part 1 

Bible Project Questions 

1. Which titles does John use to describe Jesus (John 1:19-51)? 

2. How does Jesus, and His claims about Himself, upset the Jewish religious leaders? 

Sermon Scripture and Discussion 

John 8:39-47 (New Revised Standard Version) 

39 The Jews answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were 

Abraham’s children, you would be doing what Abraham did, 40 but now you are trying to kill me, 

a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 41 You 

are indeed doing what your father does.” They said to him, “We are not illegitimate children; we 

have one father, God himself.” 42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love 

me, for I came from God and now I am here. I did not come on my own, but he sent me. 43 Why 

do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot accept my word. 44 You are from 

your father the devil, and you choose to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 

beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 

speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because I tell 

the truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do 

you not believe me? 47 Whoever is from God hears the words of God. The reason you do not 

hear them is that you are not from God.” 

 

Read John 8:39-47 
1. If you have been reading through the Bible plan with us in 2020, then you will remember 

what a huge deal Abraham is in Jewish history.  In light of that knowledge, what would 
have been the emotional reaction to Jesus saying, “if you were Abraham’s children, you 
would be doing what Abraham did?”   

2. What were these religious leaders doing that would have violated the faith of Abraham?  
3. How did Jesus understand his own identity? Why did the religious leaders not 

understand the identity of Jesus?  
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4. Jesus tells the religious leaders that God is not their Father, because they have a 
different father.  Who is their father? What is this father like according to this Scripture?  
What does this father seek to accomplish according to this Scripture?  

5. According to verse 47, what is the litmus test for someone hearing the Word of God? 
Who is the one who came “from God?” 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Who do you understand Jesus to be?  Why is the right knowledge of Jesus so 

important? Where do you find the right knowledge of Jesus? 

2. If you believe that Jesus is the Son of God, talk about how you came to believe this.  If 

you don’t believe Jesus is the Son of God, what are your reservations?  

3. If the litmus test for hearing the Word of God is a right understanding of Jesus, how can 

we listen to the Word of God through Jesus?   
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Greater Than Our Limitations 
April 5, 2020 

  

● The Bible Project: Read Scripture Video on John Part 2 (8 minutes) 

● Sermon Scripture: John 11:1-44 

  

Watch The Bible Project: Read Scripture Video on John Part 2 

 Bible Project Questions 

1. Why was Jesus’ washing the disciples’ feet so shocking?  How does this act symbolize 

Jesus’ (and Jesus’ followers’) overall mission? 

2. What is the significance of Jesus using the phrase, “I AM”? 

3. What does the number 7 symbolize in Biblical writing?  (You can Google this.)  Why do 

you think John emphasizes the number 7 in writing about Jesus’ life? 

Sermon Scripture and Discussion 

John 11:1-44 (New Revised Standard Version) 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary 

was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 

Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But 

when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so 

that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and 

her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus  was ill, he stayed two days longer in 

the place where he was. 

 

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, 

“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus 

answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 

stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble, 

because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has 

fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has 

fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but 

they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is 

dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 

16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may 

die with him.” 

 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 
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Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 

coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give 

you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha 

said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to 

her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 

26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said 

to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 

world.” 

 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 

“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 

went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where 

Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get 

up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb 

to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 

said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw 

her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 

and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 

see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of 

them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 

dying?” 

 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 

against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 

him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to 

her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took 

away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 

42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, 

so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 

cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

 

Read John 11:1-44 
1. Why did Jesus stay where He was after learning that Lazarus was gravely ill? 
2. Why were the disciples concerned about returning to Judea again?  What was Jesus’s 

primary purpose in going to Bethany according to verses 14-15? 
3. How were Mary and Martha feeling about Jesus when he finally arrived at Bethany?   
4. Jesus makes some pretty big claims in verses 25-26.  What claims is Jesus making 

about himself here?  How do you answer his question?  
5. Why did Jesus weep in verse 35 and why was Jesus greatly disturbed in verse 38?  
6. What is the ultimate purpose of the miracle as revealed in verse 42?  
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Application Questions: 

1. Have there been circumstances in your life in which you have been disappointed in the 

timing of God?  Explain.  How have you seen wisdom in hindsight?  

2. How have you personally come to believe that Jesus is the resurrection and the life? 

What evidence have you “seen” that proves his identity?  

3. How has Jesus raised you from the dead?  What are the grave clothes that still bind 

you? 


