Traditional Worship Service
November 22, 2020
Prelude

Welcome and Greeting

God of Our Fathers “National Hymn” 
Mary Shinn, organist

arr. Mark Thewes
Pastor Jill Jackson-Sears

Welcome to Lake Highlands UMC! We are so glad to have you here this morning. A couple of
housekeeping things to share with you before we begin our time together this morning. You will
notice that we will not have attendance pads or hymnals, all will be on the screens! If you are
watching from home, we encourage you to follow along with the order of worship. You can find a
link to that service in the comments section on YouTube and Facebook. We also hope you
received your communion cups when you entered into the worship space. If you did not, you
can lift your hands and one of the ushers will bring you one. For those of you watching online,
communion elements will be available in the McCree parking lot until 10:30am.
Since we do not have attendance pads, we encourage all of you take a few moments to check
in on our website www.lhumc.com/onlineworship
Here are a few things for me to review with you on the importance of keeping everyone safe
and healthy.
(1) Maintain physical distance from one another. Please keep your masks on during the
entirety of the service unless you are taking communion! Encourage everyone to wave and
greet one another.
(2) Explain limited use of restrooms. Use the ones closest to the Sanctuary.
(3) The remainder of the building and playground are off limits.
(4) At the end of the service, after the benediction an usher will guide you out of this space.
Other announcements:
●

Poinsettias are available to purchase in honor or in memory of a loved one beginning
on November 29. You can purchase online at lhumc.com

●

Christmas Concert will be on Sunday, December 6 at 7pm. This year the title is: "What
Sweeter Music: A Cantata for Christmas.” You need to make reservations to attend in
person or you can watch via Livestream on our website.

●

Christmas Trivia Night will be on Friday, December 11 from 7:30-8:30pm on Zoom.
Wear your Christmas sweaters (or even your Christmas pajamas!) Groups can compete
as a team. The winner will receive a gift card to give to a family in need this holiday
season. Sign up on our website at lhumc.com

Please stand for our call to worship.
Call to Worship:
Liturgist
Leader: Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter, and give thanks to the Lord.
All: We will give You thanks for You have answered us; You have become our salvation.
Leader: The stone that the builder rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
All: This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made.
All: We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Opening Hymn:  #131 We Gather Together
1. We gather together
to ask the Lord's blessing;
he chastens and hastens
his will to make known.
The wicked oppressing
now cease from distressing.
Sing praises to his name,
he forgets not his own.
2. Beside us to guide us,
our God with us joining,
ordaining, maintaining
his kingdom divine;
so from the beginning
the fight we were winning;
thou, Lord, wast at our side,
all glory be thine!
3. We all do extol thee,
thou leader triumphant,
and pray that thou still
our defender wilt be.
Let thy congregation
escape tribulation;
thy name be ever praised!
O Lord, make us free!
Opening Prayer:
Liturgist
This morning Lord, we want everything to be for your glory. We want our thoughts, our words,
our songs, our church, our community, our resources, our time, our lives to be all for you.
Everything that is ours is yours, and we come together to declare this to be so, on this holy day
of thanksgiving. Bless our time together with your holy presence. Amen.

Affirmation of Faith:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Liturgist

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
Children’s Ministry Time

Jennifer Welden

Ministry Moment: Christmas Market
Pastor Jill Jackson-Sears
We invite you to join us as we celebrate Jesus' birth and honor him in this holy season through
our Christmas Market, which financially supports life-changing ministries with the materially poor
in Lake Highlands and beyond. The market will be online this year, so we encourage you to
visit: www.lhumc.com/christmasmarket
Offertory Prayer
Anthem
“Irish Blessing”
May the road rise to meet you
May the wind be ever at you back
May the sun shine warm upon your face
And the rain fall soft upon your fields
And until we meet again
May God hold you, may God hold you
Ever in the palm of his hand
May the road rise to meet you

arr. Chilcott

May the wind be ever at your back
May the sunshine upon your face
And the rain fall soft upon your fields
And until we meet again
May God hold you, may God hold you
Ever in the palm of his hand
Ever in the palm of his hand
The palm of his hand
Doxology:
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.
Scripture: Psalm 118:21-29

Pastor Jill Jackson-Sears

Pastor Andy Roberts

Message: “Grateful: Blessing”

Pastor Andy Roberts

Service of Holy Communion

Pastor Andy Roberts

INVITATION
Leader: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin
and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

CONFESSION AND PARDON:
ALL: Merciful God,
we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will,
we have broken your law,
we have rebelled against your love,
we have not loved our neighbors,
and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Leader to people: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves
God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
People to leader: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Leader and people: Glory to God. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader: It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image
and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed,
your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity,
made covenant to be our sovereign God,
and spoke to us through the prophets.
And so, with your people on earth
and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Pastor: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
Your Spirit anointed him
to preach good news to the poor,
to proclaim release to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
and to announce that the time had come
when you would save your people.
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant
by water and the Spirit.
When the Lord Jesus ascended,
he promised to be with us always,
in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us,
he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."
When the supper was over, he took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me."
The pastor may raise hands.
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pastor: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ,
redeemed by his blood.
The pastor may raise hands.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other,
and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory
and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
People: Amen.
BREAKING THE BREAD
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
Invitation to Discipleship
Closing Hymn: #102 “Now Thank We all Our God”
1. Now thank we all our God,
with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done,
in whom this world rejoices;
who from our mothers' arms
has blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.
2. O may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us;
and keep us still in grace,
and guide us when perplexed;
and free us from all ills,
in this world and the next.

3. All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given;
the Son, and him who reigns
with them in highest heaven;
the one eternal God,
whom earth and heaven adore;
for thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore.
Pastor Andy Roberts

Pastoral Benediction
Postlude

Cortège.
Mary Shinn, organist

arr. Flor Peeters

