
Church Devotional / March 26 / Jill Goad 
 
Today our scripture reading includes John 6 which opens with the feeding of the 5000.  God 
knew we would be reading this story in the midst of us living out some very similar 
circumstances!  The people gathered to see Jesus that day were needy - they were tired, they 
were hungry and they were in need of hope.  Today - as we live out social distancing, instead of 
gathering - we also are tired, hungry and in need of hope! 
 

Jesus asks Phillip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” to help Phillip see that 
the disciples on their own were inadequate to feed the multitudes.  Such a reminder for us today 
that we alone cannot resolve our problems. Do not be dismayed and do not forget -- God is on 
the throne and in control of all things!  And God has a plan, just as He stood ready with a plan 
that day on the far shore of the Sea of Galilee.  His plan included some inadequate men, a bit of 
physical food, the hands of the Almighty and a prayer of thanksgiving to the Creator of Life.   
 

Good News friends!  Jesus is ready to feed us both physically and spiritually.  Just like that day 
so many years ago - He has a plan for putting food (and all other things we need) into our 
hands.  We must open our eyes that we might see His hand in our lives today.  It is not difficult 
at all to look around and see the severity of our circumstances.  The media loudly states the 
realities of the virus.  Therefore we must state the awesomeness of God!  Use every way you 
can think of to share how God is feeding you today.  Post, text, email, call, write the interactions 
you have with Jesus.  These “bites” of joy from the Lord will multiply as they are distributed 
throughout other people’s hands and voices.   
 

Jesus Christ is our Good Shepherd - He makes us lie down in green pastures and leads us 
beside quiet waters.  Jesus was not in a panic or a hurry that day - even though he had 
thousands of people needing food - and He went about His work in an orderly way.  He had the 
disciples make the people to sit down on the grass.  Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks 
and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted!  WOW!  And He did the 
same with the fish.  The people were beyond satisfied!  The miracle took place in the hands of 
Jesus, but He used the ordinary, inadequate disciples along the way.  I wonder how Jesus is 
going to use me today?  I wonder how He is going to use you today?  What acts of love and 
provision will we see Jesus offer to hungry, tired and needy people today? 
 

Our God has a very loving and giving character and He longs for us to develop that same 
quality.  He has compassion for needy people and delights in meeting their needs.  Trust that 
He knows our neediness today.  Trust that His desire is to hold us close and care for us.  And 
trust that He longs to put His morsels of spiritual and physical bread into our hands that we 
might be a mighty part of His distribution of Hope and Love into a hurting and needy world.  
Have Hope today friends that Jesus will provide for us in these uncertain times.  Great is His 
Faithfulness! 
 

Lord God - we come with grateful hearts today that you are on the throne.  We thank you that 
you are our Rock and our Refuge.  You are a tower of strength and we can depend on you.  
Help us this day to lean into you - to read and meditate on your Word and be nourished.  In the 
perfect name of Jesus Christ - Amen. 


