
Lake Highlands UMC / Traditional Worship
November 28, 2021 / 8:30 and 11:00 am

1st Sunday of Advent

Prelude

Welcome:
● Welcome to Lake Highlands UMC!  Welcome guests and those who are returning to

worship! Welcome to those of you who are here in person and those who are
worshipping with us online!

● We encourage all of you to take a few moments to check in on our website
www.lhumc.com/onlineworship or on our QR code

Announcements:

● Christmas Market is going! Christmas is all about the JOY that Jesus brings, and Lake
Highlands United Methodist Church wants to share the JOY of Christ with our neighbors,
especially those who experience material poverty.  One way that you can participate in
sharing this JOY is through our annual Christmas Market which supports several
ministries in our church.  You can give today online only by going to
https://www.lhumc.com/christmasmarket
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● Christmas Music at LHUMC!
○ “A Night of Carols” Christmas Concert at December 5th at 7pm in the Sanctuary
○ “Three Wee Kings” Kids Musical  on December 12th at 5pm in the Sanctuary

● Blue Christmas Worship: December 8th at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary.  A time of quiet
reflection for those who are celebrating the Christmas season with grief or loss.  Hear
words of comfort from scripture. Details: https://www.lhumc.com/bluechristmas

● Poinsettias: In Honor or In Memory of friends or loved ones.  Online orders through our
website will be available through December 12.  Cost: $20 / order HERE

● Richard Dunagin- Advent Devotional book signing Sunday, December 5th.

For all our announcements please visit www.lhumc.com

Lighting of the Advent Wreath (This morning we will light the candle of hope.)
Congregational Sung Response: “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.”

Call to Worship Liturgist
Leader: This is the season of holy waiting.
All: We wait for the time when the desert will bloom abundantly.
Leader: We watch for the day when all God’s people will come together with singing.
All: We wait while the dawning light appears on the horizon.

Come let us walk in the light of God!

Hymn # 211 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lowly exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

2 O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.

4 O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree, an ensign of thy people be;
Before thee rulers silent fall; all peoples on thy mercy call.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.

Opening Prayer: Liturgist
Life-giving God, we are a blessed people. In this moment of worship we pray that you might
bless us anew.Give us ears to hear the melodies of praise that fill the world arounds us. And as
we hear the songs, teach us to sing, to dance with abandon, to rejoice in the wonders of your
grace. Lead us by your Spirit in the pathways of your overflowing peace, hope and joy. Amen.
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Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

Children’s Sermon (11am only)

Ministry Moment: On Christmas Eve, we are celebrating at three different times in three very
different ways. At 3 o’clock in the afternoon, we will worship outside (as long as the weather
permits) as we sing Christmas carols, tell the story of Jesus’ birth, and light candles.  This is a
great service for families with young children. Bring your lawn chairs for worship together in our
McCree Road parking lot.

At five o’clock in the afternoon, we will worship in the sanctuary for a traditional service complete
with lessons and carols, choral music, and the sacrament of holy communion.

Finally at seven o’clock in the evening, our RELATE Contemporary worship band will kick off an
hour of worship filled with carols and candlelight as well as communion.  This worship service
will take place in the Great Hall.

Many people are hurting right now and so we encourage you to share the joy of Jesus with your
family, neighbors and friends as you invite them to come to a Christmas eve service!
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We ask you to please take a few moments now and click on the give button
www.lhumc.com/give on our website or take a few moments to write a check to Lake Highlands
UMC.  There will also be some offering baskets as you exit the Sanctuary.  Thank you in
advance for your generous gifts.

Offering Prayer

Anthem “Love Came Down at Christmas”                                   Rutter

Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, love divine;
Love was born at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign;
Star and angels gave the sign.
Worship we the Godhead, Love incarnate, love divine;
Worship we our Jesus: but where with for sacred sign?
But where with for sacred sign.
Love shall be our token, Love be yours, love be mine;
Love to God and all men, Love for plea and gift and sign;
Love for plea and gift and sign.

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.
Scripture Isaiah 35:1-10 Pastor Andy Roberts

Message “Joy to the World:  Hope” Pastor Andy Roberts
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Service of Holy Communion Pastor Andy Roberts

INVITATION
Leader: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin
and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

CONFESSION AND PARDON:
ALL: Merciful God,
we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will,
we have broken your law,
we have rebelled against your love,
we have not loved our neighbors,
and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Leader to people: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves
God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

People to leader: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Leader and people: Glory to God. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Leader: It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image
and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed,
your love remained steadfast.
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You delivered us from captivity,
made covenant to be our sovereign God,
and spoke to us through the prophets.
And so, with your people on earth
and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Pastor: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
Your Spirit anointed him
to preach good news to the poor,
to proclaim release to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
and to announce that the time had come
when you would save your people.
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant
by water and the Spirit.
When the Lord Jesus ascended,
he promised to be with us always,
in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us,
he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over, he took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
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in remembrance of me."

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pastor: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ,
redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other,
and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory
and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.

People: Amen.

BREAKING THE BREAD

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

Invitation to Discipleship

Hymn #206 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus.
In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2 I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father.
In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
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The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus.
In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

Benediction Pastor Andy Roberts

Postlude
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