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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
(last updated October 27, 2022) 

 
 
1. What exactly are we discerning and how do we do that? 
We are discerning God’s will for LHUMC to determine whether we remain in the United 
Methodist Church denomination or disaffiliate from the UMC to join another denomination or 
become independent. We discern by praying together, which we did through our 40 Days of 
Prayer and set aside deliberate time to seek God’s will. (See A Guide to Discerning God’s Will 
Together.) A vote to disaffiliate would require 2/3 approval from professing members of 
LHUMC. 
 
2. Why are we considering separation from the United Methodist Church? (Further clarified 

10/27/22) 
For decades there has been growing division within the UMC regarding two specific areas of 
human sexuality in our current Book of Discipline (BOD): 1) The practice of homosexuality is 
incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore, self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to 
be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The United Methodist 
Church. “ ¶304.3 and 2) Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted 
by our ministers and shall not be conducted in our churches.” (¶341.6) 
 
There has been disobedience to the current BOD, and it is not being enforced by Bishops, 
Annual Conferences, or the Judicial Council. Congregations are considering their own pathways 
for future affiliation based upon their core values and theological beliefs. (See BOD 
Qualifications for Ordination, Unauthorized Conduct, and other helpful resources on our 
website https://www.lhumc.com/discern-learn). 
 
General Conferences have voted on resolutions to remove the language for years; it has not 
been approved and continues to be a distraction to the purpose of the General Conference and 
to the UMC. It is anticipated the resolution to remove the language will be passed at the next 
General Conference in 2024, although it may not happen until 2028 or later.  
 
The Task Force acknowledges that our congregation may hold a mix of differing beliefs along a 
wide spectrum from traditional to progressive, and that diversity has been helpful in our 
individual and collective growth in our faith. We have been a church body that focuses on the 
mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ and leave our political differences outside the work 
of the church mission. We work side by side in the ministries of this church.  
 
3. If the church council had voted “no” not to continue to explore disassociation, did that 

mean that church council would be solely responsible for the decision? Or did it mean 
that we were absolutely staying as UMC? 

https://www.lhumc.com/discern-pray
https://www.lhumc.com/discern-pray
https://files.constantcontact.com/2e06a398001/5c0f433d-df4a-4abc-9e0f-04a2bd0fd2a1.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/2e06a398001/5c0f433d-df4a-4abc-9e0f-04a2bd0fd2a1.pdf
https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-discipline-304-qualifications-for-ordination
https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-discipline-304-qualifications-for-ordination
https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-discipline-341-unauthorized-conduct
https://www.lhumc.com/discern-learn
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• If a No vote had passed the Church Council would have solely made that decision on 
behalf of the church body. We would be staying in the UMC and not have the current 
option of being released from the trust to retain our property. 

• The Yes vote allows professing church members to decide the most faithful future for 
LHUMC through prayer, discussion and a time of discernment. 

 
4. Why is there disobedience to our BOD? 
Those who disagree with the current language in the BOD regarding ordination of practicing 
homosexuals and performing same-sex marriages in a UMC church or by a UMC pastor believe 
their view of full inclusion of the LGBTQ+ community is correct, and act upon their beliefs. After 
the 2019 General Conference passed the Traditional Plan, which confirmed keeping the current 
language, the North Texas Conference passed a One Church Resolution at their 2019 Annual 
Conference that allows that no annual conference, bishop, congregation, or pastor is compelled 
to act contrary to their convictions.  
 
5. Why can’t we wait until after General Conference in 2024? 
We could, however at the 2019 General Conference, ¶2553 was passed which allows a UMC 
church to disaffiliate from the UMC for reasons of conscience or the actions or inactions of 
Bishops and Annual Conferences and retain their property, removing it from the UMC Trust it is 
held in today. The deadline for decision and gaining ownership of individual church property 
sunsets in 2023. At the time ¶2553 was approved in 2019 it was anticipated there would be 
resolution to the human sexuality concerns at the 2020 General Conference and that would 
provide churches three years to determine where they fit, within the UMC or another 
denomination or independent. 
 
When General Conference 2020 was postponed to 2022, the Judicial Council did not elect to 
change the sunset date, nor was it changed in 2022 when General Conference was delayed until 
2024. It is unknown whether the 2023 deadline to disaffiliate and retain ownership of individual 
church property will be offered or extended through ¶2553 at the 2024 Conference. The value 
of LHUMC property, not including the five acres of land is just under $9 million.  
 
6. What are the reasons a church can disaffiliate from the UMC? 

a. Reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of the 
Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage 
of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General 
Conference,  

b. or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues. 
c. or the NTC has added – not in alignment with the One Church Plan Resolution passed at 

the 2019 NTC Annual Conference. 
 

7. What is the process for Discernment and Disaffiliation? 
The North Texas Conference (NTC) established a multi-step process and timelines for churches 
to follow.  

https://files.constantcontact.com/2e06a398001/3c2bade5-f173-4964-8719-3fb3b3919074.pdf
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a. If a church decides to consider the option of disaffiliation it must notify the District 
Superintendent (DS) in the NTC by August 15th and then meet with the DS to determine 
next steps.  

b. A period of two months of prayer and Discernment is required; if the church decides to 
take a vote to disaffiliate, the District Superintendent (DS) must receive a letter from the 
local church requesting disaffiliation under paragraph 2553 by December 1, 2022. Then 
by December 31, 2022, the DS must receive a letter from the local church requesting a 
church conference for the purpose of disaffiliation. 

c. The church must then call for a church conference and hold the vote before March 1st, 
2023. The church conference must meet and approve the disaffiliation resolution by a 
2/3 vote by professing members of the church.  

d. The NTC Annual Conference must then approve disaffiliation of the church at their 2023 
Annual Conference.  

e. At the time of approval from the NTC Annual Conference the church will complete the 
legal paper process of changing ownership to LHUMC, which would not change until 
final completion and payment of apportionments and any unfunded pension liability.  
 

8. When would the change be official if LHUMC decides to disaffiliate? 
LHUMC would decide the date disaffiliation becomes official after the NTC Annual Conference 
meeting approval, it can be any date up to Dec. 31, 2023.  
 
9. Who gets to make the decision for LHUMC to part ways with the UMC? 
If the discernment process reveals an understanding of God’s will calling LHUMC outside the 
UMC, professing members of the church will have the opportunity to participate in a called 
church conference for the purpose of voting to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church. 
It will require a 2/3 vote to pass.  
 
10. If LHUMC decides to disaffiliate from the UMC where would we go? 
If LHUMC disaffiliates from the UMC we would then need to decide if we can best achieve our 
mission by being an independent church, or by being a connectional church with Wesleyan 
roots with another denomination. The Task Force has reviewed other denomination options as 
well as independent and would provide more information and recommendations at that point. 
Some of the considerations would be: connectional, no trust clause – retain ownership of 
property, Wesleyan roots, good cultural fit, and others.  
 
11. How would this affect my church membership? 
Your church membership would not be affected. You are a member of the local church, LHUMC, 
and your membership would remain at this church. 
 
12. How would disaffiliation affect CCDC and Feed Lake Highlands? 
It would not affect either. CCDC and FLH are ministries of LHUMC and as long as our church 
exists, regardless of denomination, these ministries will exist.  
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13. Why are Traditionalists leaving the UMC? The Progressives are the ones who don’t agree 
with the current BOD language regarding human sexuality. 

Methodism is our collective expression of Christian faith, but we are no longer “United.” The 
Traditionalist’s goal has been to create a vibrant evangelical Wesleyan church that is fully 
focused on mission and ministry, and not a church distracted with ongoing debate at General 
and Annual Conferences, struggling over differences in human sexuality and disobedience to 
our BOD, the rules and doctrines of the UMC. 
 
The Progressive goal has been to create a vibrant growing church that is all inclusive of the 
LGBTQ+ community, focused on mission and ministry. Both viewpoints are firm in their 
convictions, and the 2019 General Conference confirmed the UMC needed to find a way 
forward to allow both viewpoints to separate and to focus on the mission of the church to 
make disciples for Jesus rather than continue the struggle over human sexuality and theological 
differences. 
 
14. Are UMC pastors required to perform same-sex weddings? 
UMC pastors have always had the right in our BOD to refuse to marry any couple. It is 
anticipated that right would remain even if the current language regarding ordination of 
practicing homosexual clergy and conducting of same-sex marriages is removed from the BOD. 
 
15. What would happen to our pastors and church staff? 
Around the end of every year, pastors talk with the District Superintendent to let them know if 
they wish to stay at their current church or are ready to move to another church. The SPRC 
(Staff Parish Relations Committee) talk with the District Superintendent and let them know if 
they want to keep their pastor/s or are ready for a change. These decisions are held in 
confidence and not disclosed during the appointment discerning process through the first part 
of the next year. The Disaffiliation process established for pastor/s to make their decision of 
whether they wish to stay or leave the UMC is the same timeline. 
 
Finance, Property and Legal 
16. What is the financial impact if the vote is to disaffiliate?  
The financial obligations in the North Texas Conference if LHUMC decides to disaffiliate would 
include payment of 12 months apportionments prior and 12 months after disaffiliation. We pay 
apportionments throughout the year and remain current. We are also required to pay any 
unfunded pension amount. There is still lack of clarity as the NTC is reviewing how to lower the 
initial cost given of $188,077, given there is $32 million in pension reserves. The most recent 
estimate is $105,323. As an example, other conferences such as the Texas Conference has a $0 
cost unfunded pension reserves to disaffiliating churches. 
 
17. What happens to LHUMC’s 501(c)3 status? 
As a religious 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, LHUMC’s ministries operate solely from the 
financial support of its members, visitors, and community support. The local church 501(c)3 
nonprofit status is an agreement between the local church and the State of Texas. The status 
will not change as a result of any change in denomination affiliation.  
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18. Will the church retain our buildings and property? 
If LHUMC disaffiliates in the timeline designated by ¶2553 it ensures LHUMC will leave the 
United Methodist Church with our property and material assets, free of any trust clause 
referencing the denomination. 
 
19. What is the trust clause and how does it affect our church? 
The trust clause is a historic, universal claim made by the UMC and written into the church’s 
articles of incorporation that provides ownership rights of local church properties for the 
greater good of the UMC. See also https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-is-the-
united-methodist-trust-clause. 
 
New Questions and Answers below as of 10/27/22 
20. How would you treat the child of a gay couple? 
This child and their parents would be welcomed and loved with the love of Jesus Christ, as we 
love all children and their parents. LHUMC is a church body that loves people inside our church 
walls and outside in our outreach ministries, and it is expected that this entire church body 
follows the command Jesus gives us to love one another.  
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 
13:34-35  
 
21. What is the timeline if LHUMC were to disaffiliate? 
If the members of LHUMC were to vote to disaffiliate, and if the vote passed by the required 
2/3 majority, the vote would take place prior to March 1, 2023. This decision would still have to 
be approved by the North Texas Conference 2023 Annual Conference in June, 2023. If 
approved, LHUMC could leave any time after that Annual Conference through December 31, 
2023. 
 
22. What would happen to LHUMC if we left the UMC? What would our church be like? 
LHUMC has been in this location since 1957, filled with a body of Christ that holds a mix of 
differing beliefs along a wide spectrum from traditional to progressive, and that diversity has 
been helpful in our individual and collective growth in our faith. We have been a church body 
that focuses on the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ and leave our political 
differences outside the work of the church mission. We work side by side in the many ministries 
of this church.  
 
There would be some that would choose to leave if LHUMC disaffiliates and there would be 
some that choose to leave if LHUMC does not disaffiliate, and some will choose to stay 
regardless of what is decided because this is their church home. Over the years, there have 
been members of this body of Christ that have left for reasons of pastors they did not care for, 
the building of the new sanctuary, receiving a female pastor, the UMC struggle with growing 
division, the desire for a more openly progressive church than LHUMC, and other reasons. 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-is-the-united-methodist-trust-clause
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-is-the-united-methodist-trust-clause
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People are also coming to LHUMC from other UMC churches, other denominations, and some 
are new to or seeking their faith. Let us pray LHUMC will always be a body of Christ that looks 
to see where God is moving and what ministries is He calling this body of Christ to next. 
 
 
 


