
Day 16: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Dec. 13 
 
  1 Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King: 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th’angelic hosts proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 
Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King.” 

 
2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of the Virgin’s womb: 
veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail th’incarnate Deity, 
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel. [Refrain] 

 
3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. [Refrain] 

 
The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners ... (1 Timothy 1:15) 
 
 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing is the best known Christmas carol by Charles Wesley, the 
most prolific hymn writer of all time.  He, along with his brother John, founded the Methodist 
movement in the 1700s.  Though John Wesley was considered the great organizer and theologian 
of the movement, John himself once confessed that the lyrics of brother Charles gave a “distinct 
and full account of scriptural Christianity.”  The tune to which we sing this hymn is the work of 
the great composer, Felix Mendelssohn, originally written for one of his operas. 
 Although Wesley and Mendelssohn are the creators of this great hymn, they did not 
actually do it all themselves.  In fact, George Whitefield (another early Methodist preacher), 
altered some of Wesley’s original lyrics to make them flow more easily.  Most important, he 
changed Wesley’s original opening line (later to become the song’s title).  Wesley actually 
wrote: “HARK how all the Welkin rings, ‘Glory to the King of Kings.”  Doesn’t that just roll off 



the tongue?  In the place of such an awkward beginning, Whitefield wisely substituted the words 
we know so well today: “Hark! the herald angels sing, Glory to the newborn King!”  Likewise, 
composer William Cummings amended Mendelssohn’s original score to make it better fit the 
lyrics.  Sometimes even the greatest hymn writers and composers in the world need a little help 
from their friends.  It takes all of us in the body of Christ to do the work of God. 
 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing is based on the appearance of the angels at the birth of 
Christ. That angelic choir sang of the reason for his coming: “God and sinner reconciled.”  And 
in light of the reconciliation he offers, literally all nations are invited to “rise, join the triumph of 
the skies.” 
 In verse 2, Christ is identified: he is the “everlasting Lord.”  And though we did not have 
the privilege of attending his birth 2,000 years ago, still we who are “late in life” can by faith 
“behold him come.”  He is the “offspring of a virgin’s womb.”  His identity is revealed further: 
“Veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail the incarnate Deity.”  This is a bold assertion of Jesus – 
he is not merely a great man, but is in fact God himself, having taken on human flesh. 
 The angels are temporarily forgotten as we lose ourselves in the person of Jesus at the 
start of the final verse.  “Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.”  Here sin is imaged as a fatal 
illness, but Jesus who will one day die on a cross but rise again, does so in order to heal that 
dread disease.  Yes, he has come to give us the incomparable gift: “that we no more may die ... 
born to give us second birth.” 
 The message of this great hymn is staggering.  God himself has diagnosed our great, fatal 
illness: it is sin.  In order to provide us healing, he goes to the extreme measure of coming 
amongst us personally, to live and then to die on our behalf.  All this because it will allow us a 
second birth and a life which is eternal. 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 
 
Questions 
 

1. What is something on which you have collaborated with other Christians in order to 
produce something greater than any one of you could have done alone? 

2. When did you first realize that sin is deadly? 
3. When did you experience the second birth? 

 
Prayer 
 
 Jesus, I thank you that you came here with a purpose, one that is greater than all others as 
far as human beings are concerned.  You, the heaven-born Prince of Peace, have come among us 
in order to grant us forgiveness and reconciliation.  More, you give us a second birth, whereby 
we become brand new creatures in you, Jesus.  We are filled with wonder and join in praising 
you.  Glory to you, our newborn King!  Amen. 


