
Day 2: Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus Nov. 29 
 

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

 
2. Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this 
house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. (Haggai 2:7) 
 
 We’ve already mentioned today’s hymn, Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus in the 
introduction.  It was written in 1744 by Charles Wesley, co-founder (along with his brother John) 
of the Methodist movement.  Charles was perhaps the most prolific hymn writer in all 
Christendom, having penned some 8,989 hymns over a 50 year ministerial career.  No other 
hymnist comes close.  Fifty years may seem like a long time to work, however it meant 
averaging a new hymn every other day throughout all fifty of those years.  Complete a hymn and 
two days later, another.  And two days after that, another still – every single year for life. And 
most of these were multi-versed.  (His great work, O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing, for 
example, has 18 verses.)  And hymn writing was not Charles Wesley’s only or even main job.  
He was first and foremost a preacher. 
 Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus was based on a popular prayer of the day as well as  
Haggai 2:7 (quoted above), which notes that the promised Messiah would be the “desire of all 
nations,” not just the Israelites. 
 In Wesley’s era, there was a wide disparity in society between the elites and the masses.  
(Sound familiar?)  And yet the established church of the day frankly didn’t care about the poor.  
In sharp contrast, the Methodist movement Charles co-founded showed great concern for the 
impoverished: founding orphanages and health clinics, starting schools, fighting to eliminate 
slavery, and much more.  That’s because Wesley saw in Scripture passages like Haggai 2:7 that 
everyone needs the God who cares about literally all people, not just the rich.  Thus his hymn 
addresses Jesus as: “Hope of all the earth thou art ... dear desire of every nation, joy of every 
longing heart” (Verse 1). 
 Not as well-known as Charles Wesley’s other great Christmas hymn, Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing, this hymn might have remained exclusively the province of the Methodists, but for 



the very popular Baptist preacher Charles Spurgeon, who introduced it to the wider Christian 
world through one of his sermons in 1855 (more than 100 years after Come, Thou Long-expected 
Jesus debuted).  From there it spread to many denominations in many parts of the world. 
 Why do hearts the world over long for Jesus to come?  Wesley’s answer: because of who 
he is and what he came for, to be our deliverer and King.  He releases us “from our fears and 
sins.”  He was born to “reign in us forever.”  These images remind us of Christ’s great “mission 
accomplished,” while also anticipating his promised return, at which he will “raise us to [God’s] 
glorious throne.” 
 He truly is the answer for every longing heart. 
 
Questions 
 

1. When you consider the reasons Jesus came to earth, what comes to your mind most 
powerfully? 

2. What are two or three ways you can spread the love of Christ to the poor and 
downtrodden? 

3. What do you think would be different about your life today if you frequently thought of 
(longed for) Jesus’ return? 

 
Prayer 
 
 Jesus, I long for you this day.  I’m grateful that you were born to set your people free, and 
I am eager to see your kingdom complete.  Help me to remain mindful of your bounty 
throughout this day, counting the blessings you continue to shower upon me and every longing 
heart.  You are the hope of all the earth.  Fill my mind with ways to share your blessings with 
those who have been excluded or isolated, impoverished or dejected, Jesus.  Amen. 


