
Day 17: O Come, All Ye Faithful  Dec. 14 
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
  joyful and triumphant, 
  O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
  Come and behold him, 
  born the king of angels. 
 
  Refrain: O come let us adore him, 
  O come let us adore him, 
  O come let us adore him, 
  Christ the Lord. 
 
  2 True God of true God, 
  Light of light eternal, 
  lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 
  Son of the Father,  
  begotten, not created. [Refrain] 
 
  3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
  sing in exultation, 
  sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above: 
  “Glory to God, 
  all glory in the highest!” [Refrain] 
 
  4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
  born this happy morning, 
  Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 
  Word of the Father, 
  now in flesh appearing. [Refrain] 
 
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” (Matthew 1:23) 
 
  John Francis Wade is recognized as having accomplished a rarity in the world of hymn 
writing.  He is responsible for both the words and music of the great Christmas hymn, O Come, 
All Ye Faithful.  Ironically, however, this Englishman actually wrote O Come, All Ye Faithful in 
Latin.  In his mid-20s, Wade had converted to Catholicism in a religiously divided era (1700s).  
His religious convictions led him to employ his considerable musical abilities for the benefit of 
Catholic liturgy, which at the time was conducted in Latin. 
  O Come, All Ye Faithful was not translated into English until 1841, some 98 years after 
Wade’s original Latin version, by another former Anglican turned Catholic, Frederick Oakley.  
Ever since, Christians of every religious stripe (Protestant and Catholic) have used it to 
encourage all to “come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.”  The original text had four verses; 
later authors have subsequently added others which are sung by varying denominations. 
 The first verse invites “all ye faithful” to join together in Bethlehem where we “behold” 



Jesus and then to “come, let us adore him.”  The second stanza identifies who this seemingly 
helpless babe really is: “True God of true God.”  Yet he “shuns not the Virgin’s womb.”  This is 
the story behind the story – that the almighty God has somehow allowed himself to become truly 
human and to be born of a virgin.  Verse 2 continues, declaring that he is “Son of the Father, 
begotten, not created,” which is actually orthodox Christian doctrine taken almost verbatim from 
the Nicene Creed.  And, once again, because this Jesus is truly God, not just man, we are to come 
and adore him. 
 Verse 3 leads us back to the scene in Bethlehem: “Sing choirs of angels,” who gathered 
there that first Christmas night.  Indeed, the encouragement is: “Sing all ye citizens of heaven 
above.”  This is not merely a local event, not even just an international one, but the cosmic event 
of the ages bringing “Glory to God, all glory in the highest.” 
 And the culmination of the great hymn of praise returns us to Bethlehem to address the 
babe, Jesus, directly: “Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to thee be all 
glory giv’n.  Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing.” 
 The coming of Jesus IS the coming of God, for Jesus IS God, not just some really great 
person whom God has sent.  “True God of true God, now in flesh appearing.  O come, let us 
adore him!” 
 Many congregations today have added a final chorus to the hymn, singing, “For he alone 
is worthy, for he alone is worthy, for he alone is worthy, Christ the Lord.”  This is a reference to 
Revelation 5:9 in which Jesus is depicted as the Lamb of God.  He is the only one in heaven 
found worthy to open the scroll that unlocks the end of the age. 
 For he alone is worthy!  O come, let us adore him! 
 
Questions 
 

1. Both John Wade and Frederick Oakley underwent displacement from their original 
church home, yet they continued to serve Christ.  How has your spiritual journey 
changed?  How has that impacted your service to Christ? 

2. Which is hardest for you to grasp: that Jesus is human or that Jesus is divine? Why? 
3. In what way do you best praise him? 

 
Prayer 
 
 Jesus, you have come to us as our Savior.  Someday, you will return as our Lord.  In the 
interim, we want to join our voices with all our fellow believers and all the citizens of heaven in 
singing glory to your name.  We are awe-stricken by your appearance upon the earth and all that 
that entails.  You alone are worthy of our praise and adoration, Jesus.  We worship you.  Amen. 


