CATC

SOLUTIONS NOT SUSPENSIONS

AN L N A D

May 12th, 2025

Senate Majority Leader Andrea Senator Shelly Mayer,
Stewart-Cousins 188 State Street LOB Room 509

188 State Street LOB 907 Albany, NY 12247

Albany, NY 12247

Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie Assemblymember Michael Benedetto,
188 State Street LOB 932 188 State Street LOB 836

Albany, NY 12248 Albany, NY 12248

Dear Senate and Assembly Leaders,

We, the undersigned, write in support of the Solutions Not Suspensions Act S.134
(Jackson)/A.118 (Solages) as a critical piece of legislation that will reduce the New York
school system's over-reliance on exclusionary discipline while promoting a safer, more
supportive school climate. New York State must pass Solutions Not Suspension this
session!

THE PROBLEM

Schools should be places where students are included, respected, and supported. In New
York - where students lose hundreds of thousands of classroom days each year because of
suspensions, often for normal youthful behavior - this is not the reality. Across New York
State, even children in pre-kindergarten and childcare lose out on instruction each year
because of suspensions. These punishments disproportionately impact Black and Latinx
students, students from poorer socioeconomic backgrounds, and those with disabilities.

Students who miss 20 days or more in a single year have a dramatically reduced graduation
rate.? In a state where suspensions can last up to an entire school year, students are
imperiled by suspensions.

Across New York during the 2023-2024 school year, 137,511 students were suspended at
least once - including 8,331 children in grades Pre-K to 3. This equates to 957,934 school
days lost to suspension. This loss of learning impacts marginalized students at
disproportionate rates. Black and Latinx students were up to 5x more likely to be
suspended than white students. Students with disabilities were up to 5x more likely to be
suspended than their peers. Additionally, economically disadvantaged students were up to
4.5x more likely to be suspended than their peers.®
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Research shows that suspensions and expulsions:

e Decrease families’ and students’ trust in their school by 47% and a decrease in
identification with school of 54%. As a result, young students may form a negative
association with school rather than a lifelong love of learning.*

e Deprive young children of the benefits of participation in early childhood education
which correlates with reductions in special education placement, being less likely to
repeat a grade, and increases in high school graduation rates.®

e Are associated with lower math and reading scores for each additional day of
suspension, meaning longer suspensions are more harmful.®

e Do not positively change or improve a child’s behavior.

More often are used on boys, children of color, and children with disabilities. ’

e Increase children’s risk of failing at school, not graduating, and going to jail or
prison.®

THE SOLUTION

New York must end its reliance on suspensions as the default way to discipline students.
Instead, children should be held accountable through developmentally-appropriate,
restorative, and trauma-informed interventions that help children learn from their mistakes,
foster more positive relationships with their teachers and peers, and continue their
academic development.

S.134/A.118 would require school codes of conduct to include restorative approaches to
discipline and proactively foster a positive school climate. It would limit the use of
suspensions in pre-kindergarten through 3™ grade to only the most serious behaviors.® The
maximum length of suspensions would be shortened from 180 to 20 school days (except
when required by federal law). Suspensions for minor infractions are often subject to
implicit bias such as tardiness, dress code violations, or insubordination would be
prohibited. The Bill would require students who are suspended to receive academic
instruction and the opportunity to complete assignments, take exams, and earn credit. This
legislation also requires charter schools to follow state education law on student behavior
and discipline.

Nationally, New York State has fallen behind other states in limiting suspensions.™
Twenty-four states have already passed laws to place some type of limit on the number of
days a student may be suspended from a high of 90 days to a low of 3 days. Twenty-one
states have limited suspensions of 25 days or fewer. Furthermore, New York does not put
any limitations on suspensions based on grade level or the age of the student.
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THE ASK:
Pass the Bill

S.134/A.118 fundamentally asks New York state to rethink the purpose of suspensions in
school environments. The function of schools is to educate the next generation, providing
them with the academic, social, and life skills necessary to be successful adults.
Suspensions and removals interrupt that process, causing demonstrated harm that
currently replicates the inequities present throughout this country. This legislation seeks to
significantly reduce that harm, creating a more inclusive and nurturing school environment
for every child, adolescent and young adult in the state.

Eliminating suspensions for minor infractions will curb the over-criminalization of normal
youthful behaviors. New York State education law and punishment practices contribute to a
punitive culture that has hindered the educational experiences of generations of young
people - many of whom have disproportionately been Black and Latinx. Research and the
personal experiences of our members convey that suspensions play an integral role in the
school-to-prison pipeline. New York State needs to reduce the harm caused by suspensions
and classroom removals by passing this bill.

Sincerely,
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