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PREPARATORY PRAYER 
Faithful One: this week, we have devoted ourselves to many things besides you. 
We have given our attention to much and little to you. We have invested our 
energy and resources in distractions from you. On this day, in this sacred time 
and space, we bring ourselves to worship you. May we adore you, and you alone, 
in this coming week. Amen. 
 
 
PRELUDE  

Take My Life                                                   - Scott Underwood, arr. G.Parker 
 

THE PRESENTATION OF SCRIPTURE                      
 
 



INVOCATION  (Psalm 106:1-3) 
 
Praise the Lord!  
          O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good;  
          for God’s steadfast love endures forever.  
Who can utter the mighty doings of the Lord,  
          or declare all his praise?  
Happy are those who observe justice,  
          who do righteousness at all times. 
Praise the Lord! 
 

HYMN NO. 697 
Take My Life                                          - H. A. César Malan 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
In uncertain and unstable times, O God, we opt for easy answers, simple solutions, and 
instant satisfactions. We have other gods. We praise abundant bank accounts and prescient 
market investments, but we do not rejoice in giving. We are reluctant to offer what is 
needed and ready to spend on the indulgent. We revel in what we have made but do not 
glorify you, our creator. You are God alone, but we have held others things on high. Remind 
us, in this worship silence, that when we are untrue, you are faithful still. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
RESPONSE NO. 581     
 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)                                           - Jonas Myrin & Matt Redman 
 
WELCOME, LIVE-STREAM CHECK-IN, AND JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
HYMN NO. 486 (verse 4) 
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise                     - V. Earle Copes 

 
THE BAPTISM OF MARY CLAIRE LAWSON AND EMANUEL BORIS LAWSON 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s church; for we are all one in Christ.  
We promise to love, encourage, and support you, to share the good news of the Gospel with 
you and to help you know and follow Christ. 
 
HYMN NO. 486 (verse 1) 
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise                     - V. Earle Copes 
 
MINUTE FOR CONNECTIONS                          - Cheryl Schafer 

 

THE OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 

We Abide                                                                                                               - Mark A. Miller 
 

 DEDICATION OF OUR TITHES, OFFERINGS, ELECTRONIC AND ONLINE GIVING 



 
 RESPONSE NO. 609                     (congregation may stand) 
  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                           - Lasst uns Erfreuen 
 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING  
 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING   Exodus 32:1-14 
 
EPISTLE READING       Philippians 4:4-9 
 
RESPONSE 
Leader:    The Word of God.      
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                                               “Convenient Icons”                                             - Jon Nelson 
 
THE MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (p. 35, debts & debtors)    

 
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 

Grateful                       - Chris Brown, Matthew Ntlele, et al. 
 

THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   
 
CLOSING MUSIC 

Gran Vals          - Francisco Tarrega 
 
 

ARTWORK The Golden Calf by John Bradford 
 

 

*** 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Mary Claire Lawson and Emanuel Boris Lawson, children of Agbogbenkou David Lawson, are 
being baptized this morning! For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  -1 Corinthians 12:13 
 
PEACE AND LOVE FOR ALL As of now, we have six people signed up to attend.  We need YOU! Join 
the Ark and Dove Antiracism and Social Equity team for our third peaceful demonstration in 
support of the equality of Black and brown lives. We will gather at Ark and Dove, this Wednesday, 
October 14 between 4:30 and 6:30 with signs of support and waves of love and peace. Please 
sign up to attend for an hour shift, as we are limited to 50 people at any one time. Wearing masks 
and social distancing will be mandatory. Bring positive signs, a bottle of water, comfortable shoes 
and enthusiasm. Also, we ask that you stand away from the curb. See you there! Questions? Please 
contact Lori Kronser, lkronser16@gmail.com. 
 
CHOIR REHEARSAL The Choir will rehearse on Thursday, October 15, 8pm via Zoom. Email 
margarett.mcgillivray@gmail.com for the link. 
 
Understanding the LGBTQIA+ Community On Thursday, October 15, 7:00pm - 8:30pm the 
Anne Arundel County Public Library is offering an introduction to LGBTQIA+ on zoom. "Do you 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7x9xHKYha8vlXkfILvCQxvKME6JmYAOWwJgImkUzSVkPwRw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628
mailto:lkronser16@gmail.com


feel overwhelmed by the number of letters in the LGBTQIA+ acronym? If you have questions about 
pronouns, identities, or other terminology, we cover the basics as well as give some direction to 
continue learning. Educators, parents, managers, and employers are encouraged to attend. 
Registration is required to receive the Zoom link to join this virtual webinar." See here to register. 
Let's continue to learn about all the ways children of God are in the world, so that we can be a 
welcoming and inclusive church.  
 
OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT AT ARK AND DOVE! Join us under the stars for an Outdoor Movie 
Night on Saturday, October 17. A movie suited for all ages will start promptly at 7pm. Bring your 
family, friends, chairs, blankets, and face masks! We'll space out our seating six feet from each 
other in the parking lot. Snacks and water will be available until supplies run out. Feel free to bring 
your own snacks too. Masks will not be required while sitting down in your group’s area, but will 
be required for walking around outside and when entering the building to use the 
bathroom. Hoping for a great turn out (and weather!)! Nicole Howe, nicolehowe123@gmail.com. 

 
WEEKLY LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES LOGOS has begun; check your email Tuesdays! LOGOS is Ark 
and Dove's midweek intergenerational experience for children and youth up to 8th grade. It is a 
time for all ages to come together to learn about God and grow in their relationships. Unlike 
previous years, we will not be meeting in the church building. Instead, each week will have a 
different family-centered activity to do either at home or outside at church. There will be crafts, 
games, bible study, and opportunities for worship and mission. If you’d like to get on the weekly 
emailing list, please contact Amy Goldberg at amygoldberg.2010@gmail.com. If you’re interested 
in volunteering, please contact Jen Roman at jroman8414@gmail.com. 

 

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP Sunday Fellowship after the live-stream church service continues! Via a 
ZOOM meeting, of course. If you'd like to join in for some light conversation and have a chance to 
see some familiar faces, simply send an email to fellowship@arkanddove.org to request an 
invitation. We will then send you a link to the Zoom meeting. You only need to do this one time, 
and you can use the same link each week. The meetings begin around 11:15 each Sunday. It will 
be great to "see" you! Nicole Howe, nicolehowe123@gmail.com. 
 
FRIENDLY SENIORS TEA Thursdays at 3:00 pm on Zoom. Please contact Pastor Tim 
(tstern@arkanddove.org) to receive an invitation. 
 

FALL OFFERINGS 
 

CONFLICTED: Exploring Conflict and How it Might Help Us Today We are embroiled in conflict. 

As a nation, we are at odds with others and our own. As citizens, we are polarized. As a Church, we 

differ from one another. As families, we fight. In this pandemic, international and national conflicts have 

increased. During this racial reckoning, divisions have widened. How do we handle these conflicts? Join 
us for the last course addressing biblical and contemporary conflicts from the international to the 

interpersonal. Week Five: Interpersonal Conflicts (Political Arguments and Family Disputes) This class 

will be co-led by Katie Nilsen Johnson (who recently earned a Masters in Peace and Conflict Studies), 

Grant Johnson, and Pastor Jon. We meet Tuesday, October 13, 7:30 pm. All are welcome, even if you 

didn’t attend any of the previous sessions! Please contact Pastor Jon for a ZOOM link 

(jnelson@arkanddove.org). 

 

BEING GRATEFUL IN DIFFICULT TIMES We will begin meeting online October 21, 7:30 pm and 
meet weekly through November 25th. Even though the class is based on Diana Butler Bass's book 
Being Grateful in Difficult Times, you don't have to read the book to participate. I wanted to 
facilitate a class because I myself am dealing with a lot of negative emotions that are interfering 
with my health, my sleep, as well as my spirituality. I know I am not alone! Bass's course in 

https://aacpl.librarycalendar.com/events/understanding-lgbtqia-community-5


gratitude offers a different approach to all the negativity, something I know many of us need right 
now. I hope others will join me in this six week adventure. Class size is limited to 25. Please 
contact Kim Champagne to sign up (kim.champagne@gmail.com) 
 
CREATING A LIFE WITH GOD If you would like to explore some different ways of praying, Pastor 
Tim is leading a group beginning October 27 using the book Creating a Life with God: The Call of 
Ancient Prayer Practices by Daniel Wolpert.  The group will meet for five weeks on Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm. Please register by emailing tstern@arkanddove.org. 
 

CAMPFIRE QUARRELS Join us around a campfire on church grounds the second Wednesday of 
the month for a healthy conversation over the controversies of our times. Bring a chair, non-
alcoholic beverage, and s’more supplies (if you like), bug repellant, the intention to social distance, 
and we will enjoy each other’s company as we create faithful responses to the conflicts of our time. 
We will meet from 7-8:30 pm. 

  November 11: Presidential Support/Opposition 
  December 9: Capitalism and its Alternatives 

Please RSVP with Pastor Jon (jnelson@arkanddove.org) as we have limited space to maintain 
social distancing around the fire. 

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY Every Wednesday at 10 am, we gather online for fellowship, Bible 
study on the upcoming Sunday scriptures, and prayer. This has been and continues to be a great 
way to deepen friendships and faith. Please join us, there is no commitment or homework. Contact 
Pastor Jon for the Zoom invitation (jnelson@arkanddove.org). 

                              

*** 
Welcome!  We hope you enjoyed worshipping with us! Join us again, on livestream, every Sunday at 10:00 am. 
Would you like a pastor to contact you? Would you like to learn more about Ark and Dove? Please send a note 

to admin@arkanddove.org. 
 

Lay Reader:  Kelly Stern 
 

DONATE ONLINE!  
Or TEXT your donations! 410-983-3481 

Text give to get started. Text commands for more options. 
 

 8424 Piney Orchard Parkway  Odenton, Maryland 21113, www.arkanddove.org, 410-674-6400 
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