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The Eve of the Nativity of the Lord

Children’s Pageant & Holy Eucharist, Rite Two
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Welcome

Welcome to Grace & Holy Trinity. We hope you will find a community here with us, whether you
are a college student, Richmond newcomer, out-of-towner, or a long-time resident looking for a new
church home. If you are visiting, please fill out the Connect Card from the Connect Table and place it in
the offering plate during the service. A wonderful nursery staff is available during the Christmas Eve
worship services at 4:00 p.m and at 11:00 p.m., should you wish to drop off your young children
(up to age 3). Changing tables are located in the family restroom in the choir room. A greeter can direct
you. Visitors can use the VCU West Main Street Parking Deck for complimentary parking and
VCU will have the exit gates open.

The Word of God

The Prelude marks the beginning of our worship and is intended as a time of reflection.

Prelude “Vivace” Sonata in F Major | Georg Telemann
“Meditation” Thais | Jules Massenet
“Andante” Piano Concerto No. 21 | Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
“Arioso” | Johann Sebastian Bach
“Laudamus Te” Gloria | Antonio Vivaldi
Caroline Whisnant and Abigail Stinnett, So/ozsts

We praise Thee Lord. Blessed be God on high.
We adore Thy name. We glorify Thee Lord.
We praise Thee Lord. Blessed be God on high.
We adore Thy name. We glorify Thy name.
We adore Thee Lord. We adore Thee Lord.
Glory to God the Lord.

We praise Thee Lord. Blessed be God on high.
We adore Thy name. We glorify Thy name.
We adore Thee Lord. We adore Thee Lord.
Glory to God the Lord.

“Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming” | arr. by John Purifoy
“Sheep May Safely Graze” Cantata #208 | Johann Sebastian Bach

Julie Walton, Flute | Aponi Brunson, Harp
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“Angels We Have Heard on High”
“Ukrainian Bell Carol” | Mykola Leontovych

Seamus Gregory, Pianist

“We Three Kings”
Dorothy Williams, Pianist

Processional Hymn “O Come, All Ye Faithful” | The Hymnal 1982 #83 (vv.1-5)
Please stand as you are able and sing.
Opening Acclamation Book of Common Prayer p. 355
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
All And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Collect for Purity Book of Common Prayer p. 355

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Song of Praise “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” | The Hymmnal 1982 #87 (v. 1)
All sing.

Hark! the herald angels sing
glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!
Joytul, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem!



The Collect of the Day Book of Common Prayer p. 212

Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant
that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when

he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

Christmas Children’s Pageant

Scene 1: Prophecy Isaiah 7:14,9:2—7
The Prophets proclaim God’s great promise that One was to come, One who would save the people, One who
would be the Messiah.

Carol “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” | The Hymmnal 1982 #89 (v. 1)
All sing.

It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
‘Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven’s all-gracious King.’
The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.

Scene 2: Mary & Joseph Luke 1:26-38
The Angel Gabriel appears before Mary to tell her she has been chosen by God to be the mother of Jesus, and then
before Joseph to tell him he has been chosen to be Jesus's father.

Scene 3: Caesar Augustus Luke 2:1-3
Caesar Augustus orders everyone to return to the place of their birth and be registered.



Carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem” | The Hymnal 19582 #79 (v. 1)
All sing.

O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

Scene 4: Journey to Bethlehem Luke 2:4-7
Joseph and Mary travel for six long days to reach Bethlehem only to find that all of the inns are full.

Carol “We Three Kings of Orient Are” | The Hymnal 1982 #128 (v. 1)
All sing.

We three kings of Orient are,
bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain,
moor and mountain,

following yonder stat.

Scene 5: The Three Kings Matthew 2:1-8
Jesus is born in Bethlehem. Herod tells the Three Kings to search for Jesus, so that he can pay him homage.

Carol “Angels We Have Heard on High” | The Hymmnal 1982 #96 (v. 1)
All sing.

Angels we have heard on high,
singing sweetly through the night,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight.

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Scene 6: The Shepherds & the Angels Luke 2:8-13
Angels appear before shepherds watching their flocks over night. After speaking with the Angels, the shepherds
leave to search for Mary and Joseph in the manger.



Anthem “Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow” | arr. by Vicki Hancock Wright
Children’s Choir

Abigail Stinnett, Director | Luke Brennan, Assistant Director

Rise up, shepherd, and follow the star!
There’s a star in the east on Christmas morn.
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

It will lead to the place where Christ was born.
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

Follow! Follow! Rise up, shepherd, and follow.
Follow the star of Bethlehem.

Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

There’s a star in the east on Christmas morn.

Rise up, shepherd, and follow.
Leave your sheep, leave your lambs, now go find Jesus.

Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

Follow! Follow! Rise up, shepherd, and follow.
Follow the star of Bethehem.
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

Rise up, shepherd, and follow the star!

Children’s Creed

All I believe in God above
I believe in Jesus's love
I believe His spirit too,
comes to teach me what to do.
I believe, that I should be
kind and loving Lord like You. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Adapted Form IV | Book of Common Prayer p. 388
Celebrant Let us pray for the Church and for the world, responding each time “to the manger together.”

Lay Reader As the prophets predicted the coming Messiah, help us to be united in God’s truth, live together
in Jesus’ love, and reveal God’s glory in the world. Silence

Lord, walk with us.
All To the manger together.



Lay Reader

As Mary and Joseph were lead to Bethlehem, guide the people of this land, and of all the
nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common

good. Silence

Lord, walk with us.

All To the manger together.

Lay Reader As the shepherds cared for their sheep, give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation,
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Silence
Lord, walk with us.

All To the manger together.

Lay Reader As the wisemen made their way to the manger with gifts, bless all whose lives are gifts to us and
grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. Silence
Lord, walk with us.

All To the manger together.

Lay Reader As we know this season is hard for some, comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind,
or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence
Lord, walk with us.

All To the manger together.

Lay Reader Lastly we commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled;
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Silence
Lord, walk with us.

All To the manger together.

Concluding Collect #6 Book of Common Prayer p. 395

Celebrant Lotd Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with
you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of
that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for
ever. Amen.

The Peace Book of Common Prayer p. 360

Celebrant 'The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements



The Holy Communion

Offertory Sentence Book of Common Prayer p. 376

Celebrant 'Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and Earis[E]
sacrifice to God. — Epbhesians 5:2

To donate or pay your pledge, scan the QR code or visit ghtc.org/give. Er

Today’s service plate collection offerings will go to the Summer Belize Mission Trip.

Offertory Anthem “Sussex Carol” | René Clausén
Parish Choir

On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring:

News of great joy, news of great mirth, good tidings of our Savior’s birth.
Then why should we on earth be sad, since our Redeemer made us glad,
When from our sin he set us free, set us free, all for to gain our liberty?

When sin departs before his grace, then life and health come in its place.
Angels in heaven with joy may sing, with joy may sing all for to see the newborn King,
All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night.

Glory to God, we sing once again, now and for evermore, Amen!

Doxology The Hymmnal 1982 #380 (v. 3)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer B Book of Common Prayer p. 367

Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.



Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of
the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we
might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us

out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

me."



Celebrant Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

All We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
tullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with [N. and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now;, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, in the language of your heart.

The Lord’s Prayer Book of Common Prayer p. 364
Our Father, who art in heaven, Padre nuestro que estas en el cielo,
hallowed be thy Name, santificado sea tu Nombre,
thy kingdom come, venga tu reino,
thy will be done hagase tu voluntad,
on earth as it is in heaven. en la tierra como en el cielo.
Give us this day our daily bread. Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia.
And forgive us our trespasses, Perdona nuestras ofensas,
as we forgive those como también nosotros perdonamos
who trespass against us. alos que nos ofenden.
And lead us not into temptation, No nos dejes caer en tentacion
but deliver us from evil. y libranos del mal.
For thine is the kingdom, Porque tuyo es el reino,
and the power, and the glory, tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,

for ever and ever. Amen. ahora y por siempre. Amén.



The Breaking of the Bread Book of Common Prayer p. 364

Fraction Anthem “Christ Our Passover” | The Hymmnal 1982 S 154
All sing.
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Celebrant 'The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Instructions

Communion from the Common Cup or by intinction (dipping) is available from the altar stations. If you choose
to intinct, after you receive the wafer, simply pinch the wafer between your thumb and index finger and hold it up
near your face. This will signal for the intinction cup to be brought to you. You will dip the wafer yourself and
then receive. Communion by Common Cup is also available at the station at the back of the Church by the
chapel double doors. Alternatively, communicants who receive the Bread may refrain from drinking from the
Chalice; those who refrain from drinking from the Chalice are encouraged to cross their arms and to say “Amen’
when the Chalice is offered. The full grace of the sacrament is communicated through the Bread.

b

If you prefer to receive the sacrament while seated in the congregation, please raise your bulletin and the
Eucharistic Ministers will bring the sacrament to you. For a gluten-free wafer, please bring a blue
gluten-free card from the pew rack to the altar rail. If you do not wish to receive Communion, you may come

forward for a blessing and indicate this by crossing your arms across your chest.
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Communion Solo “O Holy Night” | Adolphe Adam
David Maier, Tenor

O holy night!
The stars are brightly shining,

It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth;
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees!

Oh, hear the angel voices, O night divine,
O night when Christ was born,

O night divine, O night, O night divine.

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming,
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand;
So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming,
Here came the wiseman from the Orient land.
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger,
In all our trials born to be our friend.

He knows our need, to our weakness no stranger,
Behold your King, before the lowly bend.
Behold your King, your King, before Him bend.

Truly He taught us to love one another;

His law is love and His gospel is peace.
Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother,
And in His name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
Let all within us praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord, then ever, ever praise we.
His power and glory evermore proclaim.

His power and glory evermore proclaim.
Communion Music “Medley of Traditional Christmas Carols” | arr. by Gilliam and McCaskill
“Largo” Winter | Antonio Vivaldi

Julie Walton, Fiute | Aponi Brunson, Harp
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Post-Communion Hymn

“Silent Night” | The Hymmnal 1982 #111

Please kneel as you are able and sing. Light your candles from one of the torches.
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Post-Communion Prayer Book of Common Prayer p. 365
Please stand as you are able and extinguish your candles.

Celebrant Let us pray.

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Celebrant 'The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn “Joy to the World!” | The Hymmnal 1982 #100
Please stand as you are able and sing.

The Dismissal Book of Common Prayer p. 339 & Henri-Frédéric Amiel

Celebrant Friends, life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel

with us so be swift to love, make haste to be kind and go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All Thanks be to God.
Postlude “Joy to the World” | Brenda Portman

Dr. Elizabeth Melcher Davis, Organist

We thank Aponi Brunson and Julie Walton for assisting in worship today
through their musical gifts.
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Today’s Worship Leaders

The Rev. Brent Melton, Concelebrant
The Rev. Marissa Sotos, Concelebrant
The Rev. Steve Pace, Deacon
Ms. Madeleine Preston, Pageant Director
Dr. Elizabeth Melcher Davis, Choirmaster & Organist
Luke Brennan, Assistant Choirmaster & Organist
Vake Martin, Lucie Baker & Dorie Baker, Acolytes
Karin Walker, Liz Bisset, Sandie Hale & Cathy Saunders, A/tar Guild

Children’s Pageant Leaders
(in order of appearance)

Gil Martin, Narrator 1
Duncan Leffler, Ellie Leffler & Ben Turner, Townspeople
Mary Lecky, Narrator 2
Violet Leftler, Mary
Mac Martin, Gabriel
AJ Fraziet, Joseph
Lucie Baker, Scribe
Catherine Perrin, Chase Peak, Abigail Stinnett, Innkeepers
Jane Gregory, Burwell Horne, Charlotte Horne, Mag:
Father Brent, King Herod
Pastor Marissa, Ange/
Nate Wright, Sawyer Wright, Shepherds
Hendry Horne, Parke Horne, Wells Peak, Emily Scottow, James Scottow, Louisa Turner, Ensemble

Copyright

All music and words are printed with permission. CCLI copyright license # 2473646. Permission to podcast stream the music in this
service obtained from One License with license # A-701571. All rights reserved. Today’s scripture readings are appointed by the Revised
Common Lectionary and are excerpted from the New Revised Standard Version Bible Updated Edition INRSVUE). Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Lectionary selections are reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings ©2005. Consultation on Common
Texts, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reproduced by permission. All rights reserved.
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Christmas Poinsettia Flower Memorials

The Rev. Dr. Edward Allen Coffey
Lelia Holtzman Holloway
Charles Thomas Holloway, St.
Phyllis Hamilton Holloway
Charles Thomas Holloway, Jr.

Eric Caldwell Todd
Miriam ReMine
Jimmy ReMine

Geoffrey Garrett Trego
Jake Stull
William Minter Anders
Doris Herring
Billy Vickery
Gerald Sexton
Jennifer Anders
Mary Arrington
Richard Arrington
Dorothy Campbell
Margaret D. Holt
C. Allan Paxton
Fernando Casas
Barbara Bajcsi
Regina M. DePalma
Betty Carr
Stuart Carr
Ida Lankford
George Lankford
Elmon Gray
Pamela Gray
Chatles Hetbert
Genevieve Smith
Alvernon Smith
Marvin Smith
Margaret Brizzie
George Brizzie
Nancy Ware
Mary MacDowell
James Foster
Martha Foster

Howard Slough
Ruth Slough
Elbert Foster
Elsie Foster
Dorothy Cardwell Besenfelder
John Wick III
John C. Davis
William Melcher
Mason T. New
Mary Watt New
Dr. and Mrs. G. S. Fitz-Hugh
George M. Fitz-Hugh
Susan Harrison Fitz-Hugh
Elizabeth Fitz-Hugh Morgan
Janet Harrison Hinch
Mr. and Mrs. W. Wright Harrison
Dr. Isabella Harrison
James Robert (Bob) Chaffin Jr.
Thomas M. (Mac) Deadmore
Caroline Myers and Richard Cooke
Caroline Cooke and Dinsmore Holland
Charles D. Curran, Jr.
Sean W. L. Curran
Sarah Cooke and James Picton
Albert Julian Todd
Phyllis Aiken Todd
William Milton Webb
Addie Holland Webb
Philip Richard Zanone, St.
Irwin Leatherman Zanone
Selina Heyward McNamara
Rieman McNamara Sr.
Tom Griffin
Peter C. Coombs
Mason T. & Mary Watt New
Michael Bradshaw
Harry and Burgess Burn
Dr. and Mrs. Lee H. Sanders
Mr.and Mrs. Frederick S. Morton
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Christmas Poinsettia Flower Memorials

Ann Morton
Arthur L. Dunham
Dorthy L. Dunham
Dorthy B. Williams

Harold J. Williams
Harold J. Williams Jr.
James Quinton Yance
Mary Whiddon Yance
John C. Davis
William Melcher
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GHTC Staff: Name, Title

The Rev. Brent A. Melton, Priest-in-Charge

The Rev. Marissa Sotos, Assistant Priest

The Rev. Steve Pace, Deacon

The Rev. Russ Kerr, Campus Minister

The Rev. Jenny Montgomery, Priest Associate
Luke Brennan, Assistant Choirmaster & Organist
Tyler Brady, Communications Associate

Dr. Elizabeth Melcher Davis, Choirmaster & Organist
Lauren Frazier, Parish Administrator

Barbara Hobson-Simpson, Receptionist
Madeleine Preston, Director of Formation

Mark Roman, Sexzon

Kathy Schultheis, Financial Administrator
Abigail Stinnett, Children’s Choir Director

Ministry Focus

Admin. | Liturgy | Formation | Pastoral Care
Outreach | Communications | Liturgy
Outreach | Pastoral Care

Pace Center Student Engagement Coordinator
Worship | Parish Life

Youth Instrumental Ensemble | Choir
Communications | Media | Printing

Music | Choir | Liturgy

Property Admin. | Pastoral & Clergy Support
Doors | Phones | Welcome

Children & Youth | Adult Formation
Property

Admin. | Expenses | Pledges

Children’s Choir

Phone Ext.

Ext.
Ext.
Ext.

Ext.
Ext.
Ext.
Ext.
Ext.
Ext.

Ext.

We ask that you please take this bulletin with you and recycle it when you are finished.
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21
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Weekly Services

Sundays 8:00 am

Sundays 10:30 am

Tuesdays 8:45 am
Wednesdays 9:45 am
Wednesdays 11:00 am
Thursdays 8:45 am

Fridays 12:00 p™m

Do
[=]

Follow on
Instagram

Holy Eucharist, Rite One (Spoken | Chapel)

Holy Eucharist, Rite Two* (Choral | Church)

*Livestream Available at youtube.com/@ghtc
Morning Prayer (Chapel)

Bible Study (Library)

Holy Eucharist & Healing (Chapel)
Morning Prayer (Chapel)

Red Door Ministry Lunch (Parish House)

[mlaci[m]  [s]sri[m]

-
Listen on Watch on
SoundCloud YouTube

Grace & Holy Trinity Church

an Episcopal parish on Monroe Park

T

8 N. Laurel Street, Monroe Park « Richmond, VA 23220

(804) 359-5628
ghtc.org
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