
 

 
Resolutions Adopted by 

The 109th Convention of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Northern California 

November 7-9, 2019 
 
 

I. GENERAL RESOLUTIONS 

 
DIOCESAN COMMISSION ON THE ENVIRONMENT 

 
RESOLVED, That a Diocesan Commission on the Environment be established to encourage 
and support congregations in their efforts to be environmentally friendly and to minister in 
ways that honor Creation; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That the Bishop be requested to establish such a Commission by January 6, 
2020. 
 

RESTORATION OF EMMANUEL CHURCH IN HISTORIC COLOMA 
 
RESOLVED, That the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California convey in writing its 
enthusiastic support of the California State Parks Department’s intention to restore 
Emmanuel Church in the historic Gold Rush town of Coloma. The church was built in 1855 
by Episcopalians and Methodists and soon operated as an Episcopal Church. From 1861 to 
1903 it was served by the Rev. Caleb Peirce, the founder of Church of Our Saviour in 
Placerville. Emmanuel Church passed into State of California ownership at some point in its 
history, and was still used for weddings and funerals.  It was closed as unsafe in 2015. The 
Parks Department has obtained approximately $2.5 million of State funds to undertake the 
renovations.  

 
 

REVISION OF ARTICLE V SEC. 4 OF THE CONSTITUTION 
 

RESOLVED, That Article V, section 4 of the Constitution be amended to read as follows:  
 
Article V Section 4.  Clergy in good standing who are actually and canonically resident in 
the Diocese, and Episcopal clergy and clergy of churches in full communion with the 
Episcopal Church who are in good standing who are in charge of a congregation in this 
Diocese and are actually resident in this Diocese and employed in a clergy position by a 
congregation or institution of this Diocese pursuant to a Letter of Agreement requiring 
half-time or greater hours of work shall have a seat, voice and vote in the Convention. 
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EXTENSION OF R3-14 AND STUDY OF THE IMPACT OF TEMPORARY 
APPORTIONMENT EXEMPTION ON CREATIVE STAFF EXPENDITURES 

RESOLVED: That the 109th convention of The Episcopal Diocese of Northern California, 
desiring to set policies that will implement our strategy of creating, developing, and 
supporting healthy congregations that make disciples, raise up saints, and transform 
communities for Christ in Northern California, and desiring to encourage congregations in 
the creative use of available resources, hereby modifies and amends Section 50.3 of the 
Canons of The Episcopal Diocese of Northern California to read as follows:  

“Sec.50.3. Effective January 1, 2010, Mission Apportionment will be calculated as a 
percentage of Net Disposable Income (N.D.I.) defined as operating income less outreach 
and capital expenditures as defined in the instructions for the treasurer’s monthly report. 
The Mission Apportionment calculation will be based on a system of at least three tiers 
created by the Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees will determine annually the 
percentage of Mission Apportionment for each tier.  

Commencing January 1, 2015 2020, N.D.I. shall be defined as operating income less 
outreach and capital expenditures and creative staff expenditures. Creative staff 
expenditures are those by which personnel expenditures are increased by expenditures for 
staff positions newly created to be filled between January 1, 2015 2020 and December 31, 
2017 2023, to perform a function not previously performed by a paid staff position; 
however, creative staff expenditures shall be reduced by salary savings resulting from 
vacancies in, or the elimination of, other paid staff positions. A deduction for creative staff 
expenditures shall be available for only the first three years of the function not previously 
performed by a paid staff position. The approval of the Board of Trustees shall be required 
for the classification of an expense as a creative staff expenditure.  

The Trustees may not set the percentage above 10% on the first $60,000 of N.D.I., nor 
above 17.5% on N.D.I. over $60,000 up to $120,000, nor above 25% above $120,000, 
without approval of Convention. A parish or mission in financial difficulty may apply to the 
Board for assistance in paying its Mission Apportionment. Such applications must be made 
on an annual basis and must include a completed audit by a diocesan auditor or audit 
committee.” And be it further;  

RESOLVED, that said expenditures shall include all funds used to provide benefits to said 
hired individuals; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that Treasurer and Office of the Bishop are to report on annual basis to the 
Board of Trustees the total amount of income exempted from the calculation of 
Apportionment for each fiscal year, and that the Congregational Development Group along 
with Office of the Bishop create and circulate a written summary of the impact of R3-14 and 
this resolution on congregational growth and vitality in advance of the 2024 Diocesan 
Convention; so that a determination might be subsequently made at the 2024 convention of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California as to whether such an exemption might be 
extended on a permanent basis.  
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II. MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 

The Rev. Art Lillicrapp 
The Very Rev. Malcolm McClenaghan 

The Rev. Lester Westling 
 
Resolved by the Diocese of Northern California of The Episcopal Church, in Convention, on the 
Ninth day of November, 2019, in Sacramento, California, that this diocese with sincerely felt 
grief, gives thanks and remembers with deep fondness and gratitude our brothers Art 
Lillicrapp, Malcolm McClenaghan and Lester Westling, all of whom served our diocese 
faithfully for many years. Through them we have witnessed a deep faith made manifest in the 
diligence, dignity, grace, humor and incredible patience with which they discharged their 
respective duties. This diocese hereby gives voice and attests to our deep and lasting love for 
Art, Malcolm and Lester, our thanks to God for their lives, and our sympathy to their families 
who most acutely feel their absence. 
 
 

III. COURTESY RESOLUTIONS 

 
RESOLUTION OF GRATITUDE AND CELEBRATION FOR MARY PARMER 

 
Resolved by the Diocese of Northern California of The Episcopal Church, in Convention, on 
the ninth day of November, 2019, in Sacramento, California, that this diocese expresses its 
heartfelt gratitude for the presence and inspiration of Mary Parmer, Director of INVITE, 
WELCOME, CONNECT, transformational ministry of evangelism and hospitality at the 
University of the South, School of Theology. We give thanks for your creativity as a 
congregational development coach. You inspire and teach us how to develop intentional 
practices that invite and make welcome newcomers into God’s church.  Your passion for 
evangelism and empowerment of lay people to ministry serves as a guide for us to establish 
genuine connection with God’s people as we spread the Good News of the Gospel.  Your 
presence has enabled us to walk more closely with the Holy Spirit, as we continue our 
journey of faith and discipleship. 
 

 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS AND CELEBRATION FOR THE REV. DR. STEPHEN SHAVER 

AND THE LITURGY TEAM 

Resolved by the Diocese of Northern California of The Episcopal Church, in Convention on 
the ninth day of November, 2019, in Sacramento, California, that this diocese expresses 
heartfelt thanks for and celebration of the presence and ministry of Stephen Shaver, Rector, 
liturgist, preacher, author, and teacher.  We also recognize the hard work and dedication of 
his faithful team, who under his direction, bring joy and spiritual healing in sacred song and 
prayer. We appreciate his passion for Anglican liturgy, as it expresses the power of the Holy 
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Spirit to transform each person whom it touches. Through the work of Stephen and his 
team, we are reminded of the spiritual power of our ancient traditions to keep us 
connected with one another in a diverse and vital community of faith and love. 

 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS AND EXPRESSION OF SUPPORT FOR THE STAFF OF THE OFFICE OF 

THE BISHOP 
 
Resolved by the Diocese of Northern California of The Episcopal Church, in Convention, on the 
ninth day of November, 2019, in Sacramento, California, that this diocese expresses its heartfelt 
thanks for the Staff of the Office of the Bishop. We are inspired by your selfless witness to the 
presence of Christ in our communal life through your grace and service to the people of this 
diocese. We gratefully witnessed your outstanding organizational skills and adaptability, as you 
lead us through the joyful celebration to a new Episcopate. We are especially thankful for your 
willingness to put in countless hours of work in preparation for the consecration of our new bishop, 
as well as this convention. We look forward to working with you in the coming year of continued 
transition, as we implement the vision of Bishop Traquair, and renew our mission to make 
disciples, raise up saints, and transform communities for Christ in Northern California. 
 
 

RESOLUTION OF GRATITUDE AND RECOGNITION FOR THE LUTHERAN EPISCOPAL 
VOLUNTEER NETWORK 

 
RESOLVED by the Diocese of Northern California of the Episcopal Church in Convention on 
the ninth day of November, 2019 in Sacramento California, that this diocese expresses 
heartfelt appreciation for the labors of our sisters and brothers with The Lutheran 
Episcopal Volunteer Network.  Their selfless dedication is essential to helping make this 
convention a glorious gathering of Christian disciples working to bring Christ’s message of 
peace and love.  We therefore recognize and honor The Reverend Casey Dunworth, 
Program Director, Ms. Emily Hyberg, Executive Director , Ms. Olivia Belisle,  Mr. Ryan 
Elliot, Ms. Victoria Randall, Ms. Sarah Ruiz, Mr. Jacob Shelor and Ms. Remington 
Willis and offer our prayers of thanksgiving for their presence among us. 
 

 
RESOLUTION IN SOLEMN REMEMBRANCE AND SUPPORT FOR VICTIMS OF THE 2018 

WILDFIRES 
 
Resolved by the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California of the Episcopal Church, in 
Convention, on the ninth day of November, 2019, in Sacramento, California, that this 
diocese expresses its heartfelt support and love to the communities who continue to suffer 
from the destruction of the 2018 wildfires.  We offer our prayers to those in Paradise, 
California, especially those who worship at St. Nicholas, and also to those of other affected 
communities who struggle to rebuild their lives after this tragedy.  We offer our gratitude 
to St. John’s Chico, who stood with those in their time of greatest need. As we acknowledge 
the pain and grief caused by this disaster, we remain grateful for the opportunity to 
worship and pray together as people of faith.  As we walk with the people of these 
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communities on this solemn anniversary, we remain secure in our knowledge that God is 
with us on the path of healing. 

 
 

RESOLUTION OF GRATITUDE AND RECOGNITION FOR THE SOCIETY OF ST. FRANCIS 
 
RESOLVED by the Diocese of Northern California of the Episcopal Church in Convention on 
the ninth day of November, 2019 in Sacramento California, that this diocese expresses 
heartfelt appreciation for the generosity of our sisters and brothers in the American 
Society of St. Francis for graciously providing their prayer chapel for worship and 
contemplation.  As the Society celebrates its 100th anniversary in this Province, we 
recognize their commitment to a life of contemplation and service as they seek to be the 
incarnate presence of Christ in our communities.  Their presence among us serves as a 
visible reminder of the love of God for all people. 
 
 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS AND COMMENDING SUPPORT FOR THE BISHOP’S ADDRESS 
 
Resolved by the Diocese of Northern California of The Episcopal Church, in Convention, on 
the ninth day of November, 2019, in Sacramento, California, that this convention expresses 
its heartfelt thanks to Bishop Megan Traquair for her address “Deep Roots: New Fruit” as 
we explore together how to live into the fullness of our Baptismal Covenant in this time and 
place. We are inspired by her energy and commitment as she has traveled the length and 
breadth of this diocese, listening to our stories, challenging us to renew our mission, and 
beginning the task of grafting new fruit onto the old roots of our diocese. We commend the 
support of the people our diocese for her vision of healing and hope through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, as we look forward to many years together in fruitful and shared ministry.    
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