
 

TITLE: R1-18 Racial Healing and Reconciliation 
 

Affirmation of A229 from the 2018 General Convention of the Episcopal Church 

for the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California 

PROPOSED BY: The Commission for Intercultural Ministry 
 

NAME OF REPRESENTATIVE: Ms. Lynn Zender and Ms. Linda Jensen 

REPRESENTATIVE AT CONVENTION: The Rev. Lucretia Jevne 

DATE: August 24, 2018 

RESOLUTION: 

RESOLVED, 
 

That as we are the Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement and called by Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry to follow the Way of Jesus, which is the way of love, and that whereas one of the pillars upon 
which our church is built is reconciliation, especially racial reconciliation, 

 
That this body gathered in convention affirm the resolution A 229 from General Convention, 
especially its third resolve: 

 
“That The Episcopal Church hereby does condemn the improper actions of authorities against 
people of color or any actions that make clergy and laity feel they should not speak out or take 
nonviolent action to eliminate the sin of racism.” 

 
and be it further resolved that 

 
our clergy and people be encouraged to counter any unjust actions against people of color, with 
nonviolent words and actions, in support of the elimination of the sin of racism wherever we find it. 

 
 

EXPLANATION OF RESOLUTION: 

Your Commission for Intercultural Ministries feels that this resolution would empower the people of 
this Diocese to speak out when they see an injustice against someone of color, without fearing 
recriminations from other clergy or lay members of the Diocese. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: There is no immediate fiscal impact to our budget. 
 

RELATION TO DIOCESAN STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 
 

Since we are a diocese committed to Making Disciples, Raising Up Saints, and Transforming 
Congregations for Christ and committed to the development of healthy inclusive 
congregations, that follow Christ by living into their Baptismal Covenant, we need to foster 
the courage and will to speak prophetically against injustice and discrimination wherever 
and whenever one of our brothers or sisters is being discriminated against because of race, 
religion, or any other condition that makes them susceptible to unjust treatment. 
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i.,' 

From: Canon Charles R. Mack, Chancellor 
Re: Petition of St. Francis Episcopal church, Fair Oaks 

St. Francis Episcopal Church, Fair Oaks, for the reasons set forth in the accompanying 
resolutions, and having ceased ecclesiastical functions as of April 14, 2018, seeks change 
of status and dissolution. 

The sole method for a parish, such as St. Francis, under our current Canons, to seek 
dissolution is first obtaining Special Focus Parish status pursuant to Canon 32.9 and then 
as a Special Focus Parish petitioning for change in status to an organized mission pursuant 
to Canon 32.12 and as an organized mission seek dissolution pursuant to Canon 30.12. 
There is no canonical path for a parish to seek dissolution directly. 

Accordingly, St. Francis has petitioned for and obtained Special Focus Parish status and 
accompanied by recommendation of Bishop and Standing Committee seeks adoption of the 
two accompanying resolutions, one for change of status to organized mission, and one for 
dissolution of the mission. 

The resolution for change of status may be adopted by a majority vote. The resolution for 
dissolution requires a two thirds vote by orders. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Convention of The Episcopal church in the Diocese of Northern California 



 
 
 
 

The Vestry considered Option 1 - close spring 2018 with the leadership of the current Priest in 
charge and a resolution petitioning the Bishop, Standing Committee and Diocesan Convention 
for dissolution or Option 2-hire apart time priest and close when the $125K in reserves are 
spent down. Discussion followed. By a motion duly made the Vestry adopted Option 1 - close 
spring 2018 with leadership of the current Priest in charge and adopted the following resolution 
by a unanimous vote consisting of Kathy Sheehan, Mary Lee Pennington, Beth Hamlet, Judith 
Richardson, Donna Schimpkfy and Reverend Joe Duggan. 

 
Resolved by the Vestry of St. Francis Episcopal Church that it adopts the following Petition and 
authorizes its execution and filing by the Senior Warden after April 14, 2018: 

 
PETITION 

This Petition is addressed to the following officer and bodies of The Episcopal Church in the 
Diocese of Northern California 

Bishop 
Standing Committee 
Convention, 

And represents the following: 
 

1. The Petitioner, St. Francis Episcopal Church, Fair Oaks, was established as a mission 
congregation of this Diocese in 1958 as suburban congregation, and became a 
parish and formed a parish corporation in 1966. 

2. St. Francis is a 2.3-acre campus property for 70 members and 45 ASA. Our 
average age is between 75 and 80. We have a lack of leadership in all areas 
of congregational management. The result is we have had to outsource 
several jobs such as property management and a significant part of our 
financial management processes. This has dramatically increased our costs 
and is indicative of an unsustainable church. 

3. Our income has not met our costs since 2016. Our future budget projections 
forecast increasing negative budgets each year. 

4. Petitioner has been without the services of a rector since September, 2011 and 
since then has not called a rector. The time elapsed without calling a rector is 
greater than the reasonable time for doing so. 

Petitioner prays that: 

The Standing Committee by a majority vote, pursuant to Canon 32.9(a) designate 
Petitioner as a Special Focus Parish, 

The Bishop as Ecclesiastical Authority grant consent to that designation, and 

Diocesan Convention either 



 
 
 
 

a. Adopt a canon allowing a Special Focus Parish to petition for 
dissolution by a majority vote and then order dissolution of Petitioner 
St. Francis Episcopal Church, Fair Oaks, or 

 
b. Change status of the Petitioner to an organized mission by a majority 

vote, and then order dissolution of the organized mission be a two- 
thirds vote by orders pursuant to Canons 30.12 and 32.12. 

 
 

 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the Resolution of the Vestry of St. 
Francis Episcopal Church adopting the foregoing petition and that the Resolution was duly 
adopted at a regular meeting of the Vestry at which a quorum was present held on January 7, 
2018. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that I am the duly 
appointed and acting Clerk of St. Francis Episcopal Church, and that the foregoing is true and 
correct. 

Executed on  \4_, 20li at Fair Oaks, California. 
 
 
 
 
 

    \ ,Kbd.J..  . I \  t.._.LJ\- M \S >< , Clerk 



 
1. Upon motion by __________  seconded by __________ and unanimously carried the 

Standing Committee adopted the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

RECITALS: 

The Petitioner, St. Francis Episcopal Church, Fair Oaks, adopted on _______, 2018, and 
filed a petition which represents the following to the following officer and bodies of The 
Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Northern California: 

Bishop 
Standing Committee 
Convention. 

 
And represents the following: 

 
1. The Petitioner, St. Francis Episcopal Church, Fair Oaks, was established as a 

mission congregation of this Diocese in 1958 as suburban congregation, and 
became a parish and formed a parish corporation in 1966. 

 
2. St. Francis is a 2.3 acre campus property for 70 members and 45 ASA. Our 

average age is between 75 and 80. We have a lack of leadership in all areas of 
congregational management. The result is we have had to outsource several 
jobs such as property management and a significant part of our financial 
management processes. This has dramatically increased our costs and is 
indicative of an unsustainable church. 

 
3. Our income has not met our costs since 2016. Our future budget projections 

forecast increasing negative budgets each year. 
 

4.  Petitioner has been without the services of a rector since September, 2011 and 
since then has not called a rector. The time elapsed without calling a rector is 
greater than the reasonable time for doing so. 

Petitioner held its last service on April 14, 2018 and has ceased ecclesiastical functions as 
of that date. 

 
 

Petitioner prays that: 
 

The Standing Committee by a majority vote, pursuant to Canon 32.9(a) designate 
Petitioner as a Special Focus Parish, 

The Bishop as Ecclesiastical Authority grant consent to that designation, and 



Diocesan Convention either 
a. Adopt a canon allowing a Special Focus Parish to petition for 

dissolution by a majority vote and then order dissolution of Petitioner 
St. Francis Episcopal Church, Fair Oaks, or 

 
b. Change status of the Petitioner to an organized mission by a majority 

vote, and then order dissolution of the organized mission be a two- 
thirds vote by orders pursuant to Canons 30.12 and 32.12. 

 
 

RESOLVED: by The Standing Committee of The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Northern 
California, that it hereby 

Finds the foregoing recitals to be true and correct, 
 

Designates Petitioner St. Francis Episcopal Church, as a Special Focus Parish by at least 
a majority vote, pursuant to Canon 32.9(c), and 

Recommends that Diocesan Convention 
a. Change status of the Petitioner to an organized mission by a majority vote, 

pursuant to Canon 32.9(c)and then 
b. Order dissolution of the organized mission be a two-thirds vote by orders 

pursuant to Canons 30.12 and 32.12. 
 
 
 
 

-I, the undersigned ___________, declare that I am and at all times mentioned herein  
have been, the duly elected, qualified, and acting Clerk of the Standing Committee of The 
Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Northern California and certify that the foregoing is a true 
and correct copy of the resolution duly and regularly introduced and adopted by that Standing 
Committee at a meeting duly and regularly called and held on ____ n___, 2018, at which a 
quorum was present, and that such resolution has not been repealed, altered or amended and 
remains in full force and effect as of the date hereof. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is 
true and correct. .  
Executed, this ____ day of ____, 2018, at _______, California  

 
 
   

 - 



 
 
 
 
I, the undersigned Rt. Rev, Barry L. Beisner, Bishop of The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of 
Northern California, hereby 

Adopt the findings set forth in the foregoing certified copy of a resolution of the Standing 
Committee of this Diocese as true and correct, 

Grant my consent to the designation of Petitioner St. Francis Episcopal Church, Fair Oaks, 
as a Special Focus Parish pursuant to Canon 32.9(c) by the Standing Committee of this Diocese, 
and 

Recommend that the Diocesan Convention 
a. Change status of the Petitioner to an organized mission by a majority vote, and 

then 
b. Order dissolution of the organized mission be a two-thirds vote by orders 

pursuant to Canons 30.12 and 32.12. 
 
 
 
 
Dated:  _the day of 2018  

 
The Rt. Rev. Barry L. Beisner 



RESOLUTION GRANTING PETITION AND CHANGING STATUS 
OF ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, FAIR OAKS 

TO AN ORGANIZED MISSION 
 
RECITALS 

 
A. The Standing Committee of this Diocese with the consent of the Bishop has by a majority 

vote, pursuant to Canon 32.9(a) designated Petitioner St. Francis Episcopal Church, Fair 
Oaks, as a Special Focus Parish. 

 
B. The Bishop and Standing Committee recommend that this Convention change status of 

the Petitioner to an organized mission by a majority vote, pursuant to Canon 32.9(c). 
 

C. These actions are based on the petition and representations of Petitioner and findings of 
Bishop and Standing Committee that, 

 
1. The Petitioner, St. Francis Episcopal Church, Fair Oaks, was established as a 

mission congregation of this Diocese in 1958 as suburban congregation, and 
became a parish and formed a parish corporation in 1966. 

 
2. St. Francis is a 2.3 acre campus property for 70 members and 45 ASA. Its 

average age is between 75 and 80. It has a lack of leadership in all areas of 
congregational management. The result is that it has had to outsource several 
jobs such as property management and a significant part of its financial 
management processes. This has dramatically increased its costs and is 
indicative of an unsustainable church. 

 
3. Petitioner’s income has not met its costs since 2016. Its future budget 

projections forecast increasing negative budgets each year. 
 

4.  Petitioner has been without the services of a rector since September, 2011 and 
since then has not called a rector. The time elapsed without calling a rector is 
greater than the reasonable time for doing so. 

 
5. Petitioner held its last service on April 14, 2018 and has ceased ecclesiastical 

functions as of that date. 
 

6. As well as having petitioned for change of status, Petitioner has also 
petitioned for dissolution by a two thirds vote by orders pursuant to Canons 
30.12 and 32.12. 

RESOLVED, by the Convention of The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Northern California 
that it hereby 



Finds the foregoing recitals to be true and correct, 
 

Changes the status of St. Francis Episcopal Church, Fair Oaks to an organized mission by 
a majority vote pursuant to Canon 32.9(c), and 

 
Recommends that this Convention order dissolution of the organized mission be a two- 

thirds vote by orders pursuant to Canons 30.12 and 32.12. 



RESOLUTION GRANTING 
PETITION AND ORDERING DISSOLUTION OF 

ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, FAIR OAKS 
 

RECITALS 
 

A. Based on the petition of St. Francis Episcopal Church, Fair Oaks and its findings, this 
Convention has by a majority vote pursuant to Canon 32.9(c) ordered the change in status 
of Petitioner to an organized mission and has recommended that this Convention by a two 
thirds vote by orders order the dissolution of Petitioner. 

 
B. This Convention adopts the findings set forth in its Resolution Granting Petition and 

Changing Status of St. Francis Episcopal Church, Fair Oaks, which acted on that petition. 
 
RESOLVED, by the Convention of The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Northern California 
that it hereby 

 
Finds the foregoing recitals true and correct, and 

 
Orders by a two thirds vote by orders the dissolution of St. Francis Episcopal Church, 

Fair Oaks pursuant to Canons 30.12 and 32.12. 


	I, the undersigned Rt. Rev, Barry L. Beisner, Bishop of The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Northern California, hereby

